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U. C. Galway,
20th April, 1947.

Dear Doctor Hayes,

Here at last is the stuff you asked me for. I am sorry

for the delay but I came back here to 2 job of meking out a pile

of exam. papers which hzd to be imperatively done for the
printers during the past week.

You asked me to give the smallest details and I have given
them as well as I eould., Tont get mad-because I dont give the
date early in the story, because I try ﬁE fix the date later omn.

I have put everything down very plainly with no thought of style,
and the statement Gan be described as "badly written," but it is
not good style that you are looking for.

I had two 1etterﬁ about this story not long sgo. One was
from P.S. 0'Hegarty who said he couldnt see A.G. calling on the
country to rise, as he was asphysical force man in theory but a
pacifist in practice, and urging me to write down the "ipissima
verba" used by A.G. énﬁ-Juhn Hcﬂ; This of course I cant do. I
cennot go beyond what I have written here. P.S. forgess the
esgence of the matter. The rising was on. Both A.G. and John
McNeill were no longer concerned with their own opinions or
grievances of the pre-rising period.

The other letter was a curious one from Mick Lennon, District
Justice. Dulycu know him? He said he had tried to put McNeill's
recollections ﬁagether. He had interrogsted him repeatedly as
if he were a witness in fhe box before him and he had found him
a slippery witness dodging sll sorts of questions especially
about these matters concerhing Easter Week. This was not so long
ago and John was "failing" a good deal at the time. I asked
McNeill myself the last time he was here in Galway fiahcut the
beginning of the war - had he his memoirs written, and he said
he had, but,.pointing to the floor, he said: "I will be well
underneath that before anyone sees them.“. I ﬁas very glad to

hear that. For years I had been saying that wé would never know



fully sbout Easter Week until we had John's side of the story.

When he died I encuired immediately of Michzel Tierney what he

&!A@ )

hed left. Nichsel tells me.he left little end of little
importance. What a pity!

Some of these days I must send you znother long piece
about Esster Saturday night. You know I 6%ill think that the
story I tell in that article in the "Voice of Ireland" about
the events leading to the Rising is true as fer as 1t goes.
Nobody has seriously disproved snything I ssy there, so far as
I know. ®etails may be wrong. A great deal of the arguing is
about whether sgch'and such & fhing happened. Such and éuch
a meeting took place on Good Friday or Easter Ssturday, on

~ Wednesday evening or on Thursdsy morning etc., but I think, I am
vain enough to think that I have the essentialé Df.thé matter |
there. A couple of points that have been put to me sinae, I

would have put them in that article had I known them at the

-)

time. One was that MecNeill, president of the Volunteers, had

E more and more frequently tended to absent himself_frﬁm
executive meetings, to slip back into the 10th century and The
Book of the Dun Cow end to leave the chairmanship of the weekly
meetings to Pearse; that therefore he had morzlly lost the
right to be offended when he suddenly casme back to modern times
and found thet things had been done unknovn to him. The point
would be worth verifying. The second was put tolme some years
ago by Desmond Fitzgerald. It was that MacNeill had the support
of the majority of the Volunteer Executive for his cancelling
order: The 0'Rahilly, Séamus 0'Connor, Sedn Fitzgibbon, and
nimself; four out of seven. (Were there really only seven?)

X If EEE it is a good point.

My trouble is that while I lesrned a little at first hand

I learned a good deal more at second hand, especially in

¥
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v
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Frongach Camp end from Sedn T. 0'K. by poking round and asking
guestions. My mind was concentrsted on fejecting irrelevancies

end picking out the thiﬁgs that seemed to me important and-
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essentisgl. These I can remember but, my authority? Prom whom did I
hear it? That has in many cases, slas, entirely sliﬁped my memoTry.
Well, as the story-tellers say, sin é mo sgéal-sa.agus mé té

brésg ann, biodh! Ach nil bréag ann.

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,

(SGD.)} LIAM O BRIAIN.

B.S., If you are getting typed copfies made of my piece, would you ever
be =0 g0o0od as to send me a copy? I would like to show it %o
P.S5. O'H. Also I would like back this cutting from the
Independent, if you dont want it - L.0B.
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University College,
Gal way,
2pth April, 1947.

In the years between 1916 and his deeth I became

. very friendly, I may say intimate with Arthur

Griffith. Although sppointed professor in U.C.-  Notes, 1947 and
. - - gqueries.

Gelway in 1917, I used come to Dublin very

frequently, once a month at least, to meetings of

the Coisde Gndtha of the Faelie Lezgue, as well as

spending =11 the Christmas, Easter and Summer

vacations in Dublin. My meetings with A.G. were

not at committees but social when, =mong friends,

he used frequently hecéﬁe réminiscent and confident
iel. I often walkeﬂ'part of the way home with him.
I used stay with my brother in Leinster Avenue, Nth.
Strend, on the city side of Amnesley Bridge. He'
lived in St. Leurencé Road, Clontarf sznd I often
walked nearly.the whole way with him., I was in his
house of course, a number of times also.

I do not think these prelimaries superfluous

It was welking thus home with him one night that he

t0ld me of his connection with the Easter Rising |
b L]
i
" This in fact
witness to it some day when he would be gone. - The.  prompted me to
' i write that
esgsentials I have already told in my article "The ! article in 1922.

and asked me to remember it, too, and perhaps be a

Historiec Rising of Easter Week--1916", published iA
"Phe Voice of Ireland" (Ed.William G.Fitzgerald -
Virtue and Co.) 1924. My article was written in
1922,

He told me how "early in the war" (that is of
Was the approach
course, shortly after August 1914) he hzd been tofficizlly from
Itbe whole "Supreme
epproached by the Supreme Council of the I. E.B.Theg~ﬂn or from cert-
sin members? I
asked him would he become a member of that Councilj did not ask and
: dont know.
if so they would make him & member (that i=, as I ' Consult on the
. point,
understood, either co-opet him or arrenge for his. ' Denis MeCullough
Sean IﬂcGE.rr;.r
election). The gave him to understand, in the most Seé&n T. O'Kelly.

general end imprecise terms, that things might be

Hﬂ'\“r‘“*ﬂ"‘ An=ine +ho war,



. A.G. declined éaying he preferred to keep his |

%;_ independence: his own open, ﬁalitical (anti—HeﬂmonditF}

3 sction would of course be all tending in their way. He
asked to be kept-informed of eny significent or
importent developeanmts on their part. They promised
to do s0.

I have the pleareat recollection that A.G. under-| .
stood definitely from them thaet this definite promise |
was mede to him. ' | |

He went on to say that this promise was not kept.
He was not given any informetion by the Supreme |
Council of their negocistions with Germany; of the
plans or date for the Rising. Like others he only
began to hear of what was coming off, shortly before
Easter. As I fL_G‘E.} wes already aware, he had been
with Jonn McNeill on Easter Saturdsy night had heard

811 MecNeill's story, knew of his "eancelling Order".

[

He had gone home, accompanied by umyself, on that '

{ How did he
..spend Sundsy?
Probebly at
home.GAak

&) = .

Saturday night, and on the Mondsy mdrning following
was taken completely by surprise by the news of the

outbresk. : Mrs.

His private position at the moment was very }

awkward. His wife had gone away to visit friends or I

relatives (that morning, early, I think he sesid, end

to Cork, if I remember rightly) lesving him in charge Ask Mrs. G.

“tg, H
of their two young children. His first idea was to
get into the ecity to find out what wes happening, but '

an uneipected gifficulty occurred. He tried to get his

neighbours to take charge of the children byt they- "

declined! They were afreid to have anything'to do

——— e ke e

with him. (It is well-known that the "rebels" were !

n)

universelly called the "Sinn Feinera". from the very

li'f

beginning of the Rising and wasnt he the Sinn Feiner
par excellence?) This matter apparently took up |

gquite some time and caused him some é.'orry_on Monday

afternoon, and I think slsoc on Tuesday. However, some-
i
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time on Mondey safternoon or evening he did manage to
get a message, to the G.P.0 in which he told the
I.R.B. leaders:,
the exact phrase) for having broken their agreement
witbh him; but steting al so thet now that they had
started it, he would join in as soon as he could.

He got & message back from them, either on
Tuesdsy or Wednesdey (to the best of my recollection,
he =aid Wednesday) saying that it was their desire
and request that he should not come to the G.P.0. or
join the Riéiqg gnywvhere else; that fhey wented him
at least to survive; they wented his pen to surﬁ*n.re
to carry on his own work snd some day to defend and
justify them.

(Of the last part, I have no doubt whatsoever.
It is the part of the story which most impressed me
then, even more than the part I am sbout to relate

-

now) .

My rTecollect
ion is not
clear es
regards when

"what he thought of them" (I rememberexactly he

sent this
message nor
ag to whethy
iit was

, written or

! orel. He
didnt ssy an
I was. too
absorbed to
interrupt.

Orel or
written?Who
was the
nessenger? I

i ceant say. I

. never esked.

j
|

On Thursday when the fight was at its height, i

A.G. could no longer remsain inactivé.ltﬂe got =
bicycle (had he one? or did he say he borrowed one? .
I cennot remember) and resolved to try and get in

touch with John McNeill. (By then of course, the

affair of looking after the children had been solved)

He made a detour around the city. (I seem to
remenmber very veguely his mentioning Blanchsrdstown)!
from Clontarf to the neighbourhood of Dundrum where

John McNeill lived. He spent the evening talking to;
McNeill. The sgreed that a ca2ll should be issued
to the country for a2 genersl rising to come.to the

help of Dﬁhlin. They agreed to draw up such a

R el e L —

proclamation and put their names to it and that.
Griffith sﬁould zet it circuiated to the country
if and when he Enuld. A.G, then mounted his

bicycle thet sezme evening and got back home sgain

in the dark. Of course any chance of publishing

iNevin

IGriffith's

recoll ection
should he

"interesting

here, His
gigter 18 I
believe in

' Engl end.
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- 4ime would be neer midnight. ' The date? That is the

or circulsting any such proclamation was out of the

question between that meeting on Thursday night and

thé.sprrender on Saiurday-afternoon.
The pleee of this conversstion was slong the road [
between Annesley Bridge and the corner of St. Lawrence |
Road. It started, I remember we11; some distance
beyond Annesl ey Brldge, near the Railway Embankment.

It ended nrﬂhably not far from A.Gl!s. own door. The

question. I .cannot remember exactly. It wes in all
probability either in 1919 or in 1920. The possible

period can be nerrowed by exclding his imprisonments and

mine.. After beling together in Wandsworth in

1916, during which time I had no conversation with A.G., Wandsworth
_ ) : prison,

we were never in the same prison again. I was in | London.

Bélfest prison from sbout Nov. 12th, 1919, to sbout |
Feb. 20th 1920. I was arrested again on Nov. 22nd 1920;
until the signing of the Treaty released internees on
Dec. 8th 1921. Tﬁe above conversation took place
protebly between my releasé and arreét in 1920 -
between Februsry end November that yeer, but may have
takep_plaﬁe hefﬂre my arrest in Nov. 1919. The dates
of A.G's. imprisonments should be easily aacertainahle:-
M+though I saw a good deal of A,G. in the period between
the Tresty and his death in 1922, I =m sure the ébove

conversation did not take place during thet time. I .
. . b
em fairly sure that it was either in 1919 or in 1920.
There is one aspect of the story that I wish to be
perfectly frank sbout. When I was writing the ahove- After A.G's

mentioned article for Mr W.G. Fitzgerald publication death.

sometime during the civil war, it occurred to me, that
I should hear John McNeill's version. I ﬁent to see
McNeill sccordingly one Sunday morning in Governmeént
Buildings, Merrion St. where I was introduced into a
very large room. The.re I met Mr. Cosgrave and most

of his flinisters including John McNeill. They were at
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the time all living there under gusrd and were

almost prisoners. The late Desmond Fitzgerhld wes

present through a good deal of my conversation with -

- John McNeill, the other Ministers were scattered

about the rnum. John Mcﬁeill confirimed that Griffith
had come to see him on the Thursday of Easter Week,
that they had had a 1angxtalk together end had agreed
about issuing a proclamation signed by hﬂth.of-them
calling on the country to help Dublin. A.G. was to
undettske the task of trying to circulate it. But I
asked John McNeill the question: "Did you both not
actually draw up a document and sign it?" He said:
"No. I dont remember the writing of any document or
actually signing anjrthing. Griffith was to write
anything he thought fit, and put both our names to
it." I said that it was my recollection that A.G:
had said.that they hed actually drawn up and signed
a document.
that he had not actually signed any document. There
was therefore this. discrepancy between my recollect-
ion of A.G's statement to me'aboﬁt three years
previously and McNeill's recoll ection of what had
happened, about six and a helf years preﬁinusly. Had
I misunderstood A;G.?. Had my attention been less
concentrated at that partlcular moment of A G 's
narrative as we walked along Clontarf Road? I had
certainly gone to McNeill with fhe impression that
A.G. bad said that they had drewn up and signed a
documeﬁt. Had the std:y grown in my mind in the
meantime? Or, as A.G. was clearer and more accurate
in his memory than MeNeill (in my_&pipian) had his
version to me been more exact than McNeill's

recollection?

imprisonment in Engl and immediately,after Easter Week,

Obgerve that

-these two men -

would have
then known

But McNeill was clear in his recollection very clearly

that such a
document

would be their
death warrant.

-Yet bot

narratea this
with the. ut-
most eimplie-
ity and as if
it was the
most obvious

‘and ordinary

act for them
period it was,
all the same!

Subseqpent‘events, his arrest and long .

=

the whole rush of politicel eﬁents up to the moment of
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our conversation late in 1922, =nd also the resumption,

at intervals, of his old Irish studies and writings,

must have made many of the events of 1916 seem very
remote to' John McNeill. However poor Griffith was dead
s0 there was nothing for it but to accept McNeill's

madlficaiion of my recollection, and so I expressed it - ‘ McNeill's is

}the more
in my erticle: “that night these two men sgreed that likely. A.G.
"would hardly
Griffith should issue a call %o. the country to rise and set out to go
home with

relieve Dublin. He was to attach their two names to | such a danger-
, dus document.
it, and eirculate it 1f he cﬂul&, But of course it was in his pocket.

too late." ;
Looking over that article sgain after writing the
gbove, I notice that I saylthat A.G. "made his way"..
"o thelhouse of John McNeill". It dnly strikes me E
\

rnow, in 1947, that there is a slight assumptinn in thsat.

Griffith went sround the city on a bicycle and gut :
|
into contact with John MclNeill an& had a long, tals with

him. That is the essence of the story. I assumed i

then snd in 1922 and ever since that it was in McHeill‘%

, house. But maybe it wasnt. Maybe it was elsewhere. ;

| McNeill, I think, went to the House of the Holy Ghost ' -Auguétinian?

Seén Fitz-
‘ gibbon {Dublin
returned to his own home I do not know. The recollect- Gorporatiﬂn}

order in the Dublin mountains on Easter Mondsy eveningl
Vhether he was still there on Thersday evening or had i
1

- :  knows of
ions of the McNeill family on this point would be " McNeill's
. ' : i movements on.
interesting. ' ! Easter Monday
: : + afternoon,
I see that I also stated in that article that it I after 1 had
' ! left him
was on Wednesday of Easter Week that A.G. sent his | myself at 54
. - * Rathgar Rd.
message to the G.P.0. and got his reply - a repetition' (Dr.Seamus
i 0'Kelly's)
|

of what-ﬁeén Mclermott had zlready said to him a fort- | towards one
' i 0'clock. So
night before — "that they preferred him to stay out- also, I think,
does Bulmer

'side.™ That article was, as usual, limited to a Hobson.

fixed number of words and I head prnhéhly already
reached my 1imit before I came to the parsgraphs
desling with A.G. so I was being extremely concise.

The story as I have told it in this statement, is
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" that whatever Sefn said to him did not prevent him

- extent of the plans much nearer to Easter VWeek.

BURLAL OF MILIFARS
BURD STAIRE MILTATA 1913:21

HlTORY 151328

o. W.S. |

E

closer~to what A.G.lsaiﬁ.
Seéﬁ McDermott's words to A.G. a fortnight
before the rising would have been deliberztely
uninformative: !"in case of anything happéning“ or
"we expect the Castle will attack us and provoke a
fight énytime now" or words to that effect. fThis is

not mere specul ation. I_rememher that A.G. said

from being surprised as he learned of the full

I have never met anyone to whom A.G. had =also !

told the sbove story but nevertheless I solemnly
declare that, both in this statement and in the two
paragrsphs of my article in "The Voice of Ireland"
dealing with Arthur Griffith, I am and was telling the
truth as aﬂnaclentlously as I could and as auuurately[
as my memory could and can recsll Arthur Griffith' 'E
narrative to me. ) l
IT Arthur Griffith was silent on this episode an%
never published his own version of it, I have for manf
years been_of_the apinion that it was because he was a

proud man but the very opposite of Heing a boastful
+

man. In 1917 end thereabouts there was a2 good deal aﬁ::

"where were you in Easter Week?" "Why wasnt he out’ !

Easter Week?" etc. Etp. end I believe that A.G.
scorned to reply to such remarks and thet they had
the effect of making him keep to himself his own

share in the events of that momentous episode.
Mzy I remark finally that when the "Voice of -
Ireland"” was reviewed in the Irish Independent of |
Thursday April érd 1924, the revoewer ("P.de B").
guoted in fuil my story of A.G. This was an occasion

for John McNeill or anyone else to deny it at the time

if they knew it could not be true but no one said -i:

anything. o
(Signed) LIAM O BRIAIN, M.A.

Professor of Romance Languages,

Unlversrtv Gg'l _] ega, f‘n'l weTr,



