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STulgi:ds T OF PATRICL COAKLSY, RaHALIoK, BoL_Th.Gauid,
CO. COR¥.

PiaIOD: DoCE, BuR, 1915 to 1Y, 1€16.

ULnlT: BalllbaGaan COuP=lY, L.V,

The Balllnagree Cowpany uvas started own the {first sunday
in December, 1215, Bi1ll Cotter put up a notice oz the chapel
gate to the affect that a meeting to foru a Zowpany of Irish
Volurteers tiopuld be held after klass. He hueda arron;ed for the
attencance of speakers from macroom, and Dan Coriery, Jim
Lurphy, Jack Lynch and Birll Cotter addressed tha ueeting,
wlxzteen uer jJoined and the Jompany started.

About tuo “ieaks later we held an election of Cfficers and
the follo.ing -iere elected:-

Captain: Denls O'Ner1ll.
Secretary: Jerone DUSEan.
Treasgurer: Patrick Quall.

i
There vas no change of officers do.n %o saster, 1916.

We peraded onre night a :eek ard every sunday. Cn the
Teek nights We used to go a couple of miles, or helfuay to meet
Paud 0'Donoghue's Company of Carriganimma. 0n the Sunday
soweone from Lacroom usually came out to us, either Dan Corkery,
Jack Lynch or .iiek murphy. W@ Had a parade to Unughlan's Inch
one Sunday, where Sedn 0'Sullivan of Cork drilled us.

Ve paid 2d 2 week into a Company fund for the purchass of
equlpment, and by March, 1916, all had haversaclis, belts and
bandoliers,

In January, 1916, Jeremiah Buckley vas sent on the Course
carried out in the Sheares Street Hall in Cork by J.J. 0'Connell
but we only saw him at one Sunday parade after he cane back.

Ve had tventy-tvio men 1n the St. Patrick's Day parade in Cork
in 1216, Fourteen of theu were armed with shot guns, the
remainder were unarced, but had belts, haversac..s and bandoliers.

4 British recruiting meeting was held in Baliinagres on &
Sunday in rebruary, 1916, lie held an opposition nmeeting at the
safe place and time. Sedn 0'Sullivan of Cork and kick wurphy
and Jack Lynch of Llaeroom spoke at our meebinsg. & made a
collection and drilled opposite the other weeting, but the “hole
thing passed off pehcefully enough.

wick surphy of Liacroom brought us the orders for uaster
sunday, 1216, He came fromuw ..acroom on Good rfriday night.
The orders were to the effect that we ere to o to Carriganimma
rrmediately after first hiass on faster ounday with all arms and
squipment and ratioans for three days.
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0n caster Sumday the following twenty-two men paraded after
first hiass at Ballinagree:-

Denis (C'hexrll.
B&tt. CT"I']'Ell.
Patraicl. Quill.
Hemphrey O'Lsary.

‘ John gullivan.
Dan Sullivan.
David 3ullivan.
:ﬁ-:ich&'&l Si.llll‘?ﬂn-
John Sullivan,
kichael alsh.
Tin .alsh,
Patrick Cotkley.
Bill Coiuter.
Jereciah Cotter,
seanus,Cotter,
Dan Noonan.
Patric. O'lHseffe.
B8illy Collinps.
Jerewmah Healy.
heilus Connor,
Jeremiah Cronin.
Tim Eyde.

Denis 0'Neill was 1in charge and .e all went Ioretaer across
couatry to Carriganipmé. It was four to four and & half miles
cross country but would be seven nmiles 1if we vent by road.

e vere armed :1th tventy-ti-o shot gums, so.® ..B, and some
D.B. Twelve of these tere the property of wuembers of the

vocpany, the rewainder vere borrowed from local farwers. wWe had
¢ boxes {100 rounds) of shot gun ammunition, nonz o7 hich had
been slug loaded. w6 had t o or three .22 revolvors and some

arpgunition for them. we ned no pikes or explosives.

«& had in the Coupany also three old fenian i1fles tThich .e
hod pot from Jemes and Jeremiah Twohig and wike .Jalsh of
Bal.inagree. The T :.ohigs had been sentenced to, [ilteen years
1wprisonzent 1n the Land Isague days, and onz of thow h&d been
centre of the old I.n.B. organmisation. We did ot tale these
rifles oub on waster wunday as they vere useless cnd there vas
no awmunition for them.

The m@croom Uompany had just arrived .hen .¢ _ot to Cerriganimme
cnd Jacl Lynch took charge of.us. <SOME @Xercisss viers carried
out and we vere there all day until & message ca.c .n tho evening
that the parade had been cancelled and .e vwere io Teturn home.

Before e left Carrigemimma Jack Lynch ool cu four boxes
27 shot gun awmunition. It was dark eand very GWet ~hen e started,
e uarched the seven nales bacl: by road. rthere vas only one .
overcoat auongst the twenty-tvo of us that niguv and everybody
ot soaked.

o orders caue tc us, and on Thursday night we iant into
. acroon and got back our four boxes of ammunition. «G held a
nzeting, of the Company on rFriday aight. tick Llurphy from

l.acroou attended 1% and Paddy 0'Connor, Pound Lone, was with haim.



e ot orders then to give back all the borroved shot zuns, keep
the other arms and ammunition safely and keep together.

There Were no raids in the Company arsa and no arrests.
I'o arms or ammunition were lost or surrendersd.

There were no I.,R.B, or Flanna organisations in the area
s before 1916.
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