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I remember the tocasion of éup@uned arrest of James
dnnnollr in the eably'spring of ;ﬁ:&. The action in .
this case was taken by the decision of the I.R.B. I
'kno# rrnm.mj'cnﬁn&ctinn.with_sadn_u@uarmntt dnd Tom Clarke
thﬁ£ ﬂ#ﬁnully had been causing troubdle, arfacting a
contempt of tha I.R.B. and ths Volunteers, nr dinhnliaﬂng
the aarnaatnsss of intantiona in thnaa orgnniaatinna.

I was told by Sedn MeDermott to meet Ned Daly on this
date at Sgamus Q‘Gannor'd office in Dame 8t. and I 414 so,
undaratanding from him at the time that 1t was for soms

speaial actlan in annnaution with Connolly. Frank Daly
{hruthar.nr Iaddy'nalyj was also.detailed and was present
when I met Ned Daly in the office in Dams 8t. about I2
‘noon.  We three walted there for sbout an hour and a half
whon Ked Daly then declded to go out to find out how things
~stood, while Frank Daly and I remained. Ned Daly came
back after about twantr'mdnutaﬂiﬂr half an hour, and told
‘us that ugarything'nna all right now, and that we oould

g0 home. |

¥rom what I learned at the time and immediately after-
. wards about this matter, I gathered that it was Sedn

McDermott who took action on behalf of the Suprome Council,
and probably in consultation with them, to have a showdown
with Connolly. Connolly was to be invited or persuaded to
accompany him to'a house in the vicinity of Castleknoctk.
Y belisve Murt O'Cornell hrnught.a dispatech there at the
time, so he should know the hn?aet '
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It was intended that if Connolly refused to go
voluntarily he was to be arrested and brought there under
guard, and it hﬁa for this reason thatfqad end Frank Daly
and I stood by in O'Connmor's office. prarantlx Connelly

414 agree to go with NeDermott and an-ﬁu# sérvices were

' nnt‘fequirad in #hn matter. I shorld 1like to point out

that this whole business wae an I.H.B. matter .and that the
two Dalys and myself were there as I.R.B. officers rather

than as ?bluntggram

I was thon a member of the Fintan Lalor eircle of the

' I.R.B. Seamus 0°'Connor was the Centre up to a dgtd about

eix or eaight months befors the Rising, frnm.whan Sedn "
¥clermott autaﬂuin thie aapanitr.1_ I knnw. of courde, thnt
Sedn was also a mﬂmhar ot tha Supreme Council, baut he also
aoted as our Centre trun-ths time Seamrus O'Cornor left,

Martic Murphy waa'trannurer-or our ¢ircle.

. About the time I am speaking of, or Junt before that.
in or about nine mnnt.ha before the Rising, Seamus O'Connor.

_announced cne night at a circls mﬂating that 1nrbrmatlun

had been g0t out of thu Castle that antinn was in
contemplation agalinst the ?hluntaarsanr rather agninnt
individuals »by. the British authnrltiaa ,t0 seize arms and
nrdering us to safeguard our armas. This ipformetion wag
to the effect that tke British contemplated raiding the
houses ar.cu;ta%n individuals for arms,and we were ordered
to stand by and if nneeaaarr'dafand.nur'arma rﬁthar than
surrender thenm, - 0*'Connor said something turthe affect
that "this 1s Just the ususl sort of thing" or, in other
words, made 1ight of the warning, but at the sams time . .
showed that ‘he himﬁhlt was somewhat alaramed by it. It

was soon after this imcldent that he disappeared from the

oirele and Sedn MoDermott took his place there. I
meation this incident as showing I think that there was in
fact a source of informstion 1nside the Castle and that
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more - than one communication was recelvad from thiu source,
PP o
the laft one being the ramoun document just before Eastar*

week 1816, ‘which Joe Plunkatt hag been accused of
forginz.

Conceraing tﬁslPlunkntf document; Joe Plunkatt waa
at that _perlod: sufraring rrum garious tuharuul&r gianﬂa
8o serious that ﬂaspita the Rlﬂina aqd tha preparatinna
for it he hﬂd to hava &n 1mmadiate nparatinu hr'sursﬂon
Ghariie.uukular. It 1s not reaaonabla to suppese that
a man f{n such 2 oondition would nanuarn himself in the

. detells of forging such a documnent, aven anauming that
he wantad to do. 80, : - .

".‘

_ n;?* tniroduction to tks I.R.B. was hbout xo12, ﬁhén I
mas a pupil 1n Runkwall cullaga. I was than uuly abnut
Iﬁ yeara ur aga and P.C. Eﬂhnnr swore me in. Hh haa to

get speclal permission tu do thia on acqnunt of Ey youth.
5 ' Hahony was, I.believs, Head Qentre for Huﬁstar at about

‘the. Baster Iﬂtﬁ'paéiaﬂ. Later he dropped awa} £rom the.
I.R.B. and héﬁame a Blnn féin-nrgnniaur ebout I9I8. He
is at present Co. Mapager for Kerry anﬁ'lives in Trales.

S During our pariuﬂ of intarnment at Frongoch in.IﬂIﬁ
thera were several I.R.B, meetings held thérae. Mick
Collins, who at the time was not vary'wal; knn§n1t6 ;a.
u&llaﬂrthe‘firﬁt one qnﬁ; acting entirely oo his own
iﬁitiativa swore in Bill Raiil} as a ﬁﬂmh&r-.f Now,
Gollina had been a mﬁmhar in Lunﬁan for some time, but he
had only come inta onr nirula a short time bararu the
Riaing an& we, tharerore lnukeﬁ upon him as a newoomar.
I 4iscussed this matter of BLl1 Rﬂillr'an;ntroduutinn as
a member with Martin Hhrphp'nna some nthsra at tha tipme,
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and as, in our opinion, Reilly was not a auit&hle type of
man to bring 1n as a member of the I.E.BJ, nor should
Collips have taken suoh action without the agraemant of
the uthﬁr members there, Oollins was ealled un for an
explanetion 6T his conduct.

I ahoulﬂ point out harn that by ons af'tha urtinlea
of tha I R.B. Gunatitutiun, the whnle nrganinatlun and its
constitutlon autnmatiaally caaaeﬁ whan the Rising.took
place, krtarwarﬁa it could be reconstituted if the
position raqﬁ;fsu 1t'§nd the nriginal-nonatituilon afiopted
or altered == might be raqnirud by the now ﬂiruumstannaé. i
Cbviouely, however, nothing lika this should be done by nnr
emall caucus, and thiﬂ was why-nnllina was Teprimanded tur
his praaipit&ta'uuticn. ¥artin uurphy called the nuxt
mesetlng at nhinh Collins was takan to task. Hiak
apalagisad for his action to tha . two men, Eamon Price and
¥artin uurygg_whu spoke to him about the ma;tar, and tried
to explain 1&: and there the matter rested for the moment.

Mick and I had had a tire hérura_wﬁan we weére in
Stafford Prison, and in the case of iis reprimend in
Frongoch I tbink be blamed me for using my influence againe
him. - I believe it was because of this that I was not
invited to attend another meeting in .?F.'runguuh at which
Colline, Dick'Kuleahy and Frank Shouldice were present
amongat others. Shouldice told me about this meeting:

-afterwards, and that one of the: things proposed anﬁ agruad
- to at thia mﬂetlng, was that a pnliuy of political aation

should be adopted by us on our relﬂaae,_ This meant talking
over the reims rrnm.;ha Irish Eariiamﬁntnry Phrty; as
advicé from home 1nu1cataﬂ that the latter party was. in

rapid deoline whlle our rcpularity was high in the ascendent.
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I disliked this iﬂaa very much &t the time and ia ,
discussion with Eartin Muarphy, Shouldice and uthara. gavg
mrrcpdnﬂnn against aucn_a-dauiainn whioh, I felt, must
only résult in swamping the I.R.B. which was the only
cleer and genuine national organisaticn sxisting, in a
sea of politieal imtrigue and aelf—éaeking. :

Barlr 1n 1917, passibly it was Japuary, as I

. ramamher that 1t was cold and frosty at the time, Y mst

Dick ¥nloahy end ¥1chael Staines on the street - O'Connell
.atrgﬁt.x think,' Mulcahy asked us to come with;him, and
we accompanied him to Arthur Griffith's house in the .
North Strand. Maleahy said that he was going down to
Clare and, as halexﬁactaﬂ that. people would ask him for
advice and direction as to what course should mow be’
réllnwad in ?urguif br natiocnal frﬂedam.‘ﬁa himsels
wanted Griffith's advice as to what be should tell them.
Gr}rriph's reply to this wes that we should cnnqantrata
our efforts on having Ireland's case hroﬁght before the
Peace Conference which would follow the termiation of

the war. ) .

Some dlsoussion took place about this, apd my ocmment

on the matter was that the Peace Conference could mean
nothing ﬁn as. I argnad that 4if Britain wan the war,she

woulﬂ never let us gﬁt a hearipng at any such ¢nnfaran¢a.
and if, on the nthar hand, she was benten, then our
problem was automatically solved.

I mention this to show that there was.considerable

' vagueness in the minds of responeible pational leaders at

that tima as to what direction the growing national
movement shuulu bend its efforts with the best uhanua of
rnruarﬁiug its nhjeut*
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Sometime about April I9I8, I met Auetin Stack at
Daly's house in ﬁar:ing;op St. Liﬁeriak, and he announced
that he nad'beaﬂ informed by Tim Healy that the nnhaniptinn_

‘dapgex was really asricus. I askaﬁ_him; "sincé when did

we hegin to be advised by the Tim Healys aﬁﬂ'thﬂirhlika‘.

This, T cunsiﬁq?. was unnthér indication that the men
who hitherto had put thelr falta in the physical force

'anvemant Were now wuﬁ uiar to the methods and outlook of

the Irish Parlismentary Party politicians.

‘So fer as I oan remember, the reorganisation of the
1.R.B. began with ﬁya membsrs who were released in the
summer of 1016, but I think 1ittle was dona except that

_tﬁdy met tugathﬂ?'hafa and there. Whén the general

release took plece, members drifted baok to their ciroles,
but the absanna‘dr policy and general vagueness of the

situation prevented any poeitive action.

About the miadle 1917 I was present ot a meating of

‘the Fintan Lalor oircle at which Miok Collins and Eamon

Price woere present amengst others. At this meeting theve

was an slection of Centre, and on & vote batsaen Price

‘and halling Price was elected by a large majority. Collins E

vas at that time Baefeféry of the National A1d Assoclation.
At the time Hiock got this job on the National Liﬁ--thsra
were several oandidatas for the job, 1nc1nd£ng Mick Etainas,
Joe EE:hﬂﬁ and Eamon Hﬂtkﬂn I think. The deoislon to
select a man for the job by examination was made hr'urs.
Viyse Fower and same of tha Einn Féin organisstion.

-

Collins wap the sucoessful capdidate.
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About that time (middle of II7) I knocked around a
lot with Colline and others suoh aé Fintan Murphy, Mick -

‘Staines and Dr. Jim Ryen. I 414 not drink then or now,

but I went with the otbers into such places as Davy
Bmaa;nr Haarﬁ' in Ghﬂ.thu Street in the e-reniliga. where
they had a drink or two, and.we would then go %o 'bha
Galety Theatre or soms aucn place’ for the pight. " -

- It waa whih we were knooking around .um this that we

heard one arturnnnn that there was something on in the
'ﬁ&naim House. {Thia wag Grirfith' 8inn Péin Gonvantlm.
. known afterwards as the Plunkett Eonvantinn} We got in

because Paddy Daly who was on the door knew me, and passed

" in our party whinh included Mick Cellins, Hia!: Stainau and

Jim Ryan. We arrived as a heated d!.aeuaamn was in
prnsrasa between Count Plankett and JL. Gﬂtfith. with
Gavan Dnﬂr and Yather M. 0'Flanagan. lntarwning This -
Msu_usnim was concerned with a pmposal to rename the
Sinn Féin Clubs = Libart:y Clubs.  Plunkett argued that
the name Simn Féin was unpopular with cortain ssctions of

~ the panpla. particulariy the physical rorce‘almnt and

that 1t wa.a ‘therefore ﬂaairnhle t0 rename the cluha.

, ﬂr}.frith tauk ntrong e:captinn to the proposal end the
. diacuaaiqn ‘became So acrimonisus that we left in dlsguat

taking with nE John Murphy of Bnniscorthy and we .retired
to the Wioklow Hotel for a meal.

. Our _feslings about this convention, which {naiﬂantaur .
was fully attended and included delegates from all over

' theé ¢ountry, was that this poiitiual_ nnti;itr was

ﬁiati'ant.ing attantioh from the phye 10&1 foroe movement,

‘altbhough at thia time there was very 11tt.1:a activity on

tha phyniml force side.
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‘later in the Summer of that year,{ISI7) before the

" deeth of fAshe, I was in Liuerick at Delya*' of Barrington

Street, when Cathal Brigha who was wufking as a commercial
traveller at the time, came in and stayed the night there.
During the eourse of coanversation a discussion arose over
the I.R.B. Knowing that Brugha had left the organisation,

1 was anxious to fiopd out why he 414 80, but as he was -

munh older than I was I could not ask him direotly.

Hhan hnwavar. the - name {I .H.B) was mantinn&ﬁ he .got very
a:niﬁad and ﬂaid that he was out to destroy it. He went
op to say that if that organisation bad ever been necessary,
which he ﬁuuht;d,'it was now unﬁécésaarg and ﬁvpn ﬂangpruun 5
ir lipant iote the hands of the WIOLE Pﬂﬁplﬁ.; I remarked;
*ire you aﬁre.that wbhat you are doing is the best w&y_tn

~énﬁ it.. Knowing the Irish mind, will not your aggressive

action make members more determined to stiock to 1t7. 1t
you leave well alnna it may never becoms active again®.

He oade some answer to this which included reference to -
personalities, mﬁ which I rapli&&; "Will not your action

“push the organisatlion into the hagde of those whom you

40 not wish to get control?" He got aven more excited at

this remerk and etriking the teble with his fist, he sald;
"I dop't care., If it ia the 1ast act of my life Y will

lead a crusade to dastroy 1t'

_ It pay perhaps help to throw some 1ight on Brugha's
attitude in this wmatter if I axplain that Ki. Btainaa ap I

. went down to see Fy. Albert in Church St. ‘on chriutmaa Day

I9I6, but it was PFr. Augustine we saw there, as Vr. Albart
was not availabié et the time wé called. In discussion
with Fr. Augustine, he paid he résanted-varr'muuh that
despite his friendship with the people in the Natiopal

movement he wes never allowed to know that. there was
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a8 secret society govﬁm!.ng it of which we ell appearad )

be members. - He said that membarship of a secret soolety
put_un nutﬁ!ﬂa the Church and %Surning to me uuid; *Even your
great Bishop Thcarfu'nwxar of Limerick could not aﬂsulva |
you if he krnew roﬁ were membara®. _ Be thaﬁ eaid that I_
aéveral o:t; tho members of the I:R.H. wio had been in the
Bisizg had left that organisation and mentioned the names

of two men who had been with him - Gﬁth&l Brugha and Brian-
O'Higgina, who he sald had left it. 'nﬁaut the end of

June or beginninn.or July IJ917 I attenfed a2 meeting at
Fieminge Hotel, Gardiper Place. While most of those
present were I.R.B., members; it was not an I.R:B» maet.m
but was called in conmestion with the then impending Clare
Elaatiou. .ﬁetuallr‘l was not invited there,but finding
that there was something on - as I lived neardy, and knowing

‘most of those preeent 1 went in.. 4 disgussion arcse ébnnt

Boin MacdNeill geoing down to Clare to assist in the
slection. Sedn McOarry protested egainst this, dbut de
Valern quashed all srgument by saying that *if MacNeill
doesn't go - I won't go*. That appeared t; overrule
further argument on tne"maitar.

Some.iittle time dofore pnlling day,. meeting took
Place ip Daly's house in Barrington Street, Limerick.

. This was s coming together for ﬂiﬁuuasiun, of people down

for the Clare Election rather than a meeting. ‘Tom Ashe
was there, Blythe O'Muirthuile, Austin Stack, Sedn Ha&ai'rr,
Peadar McMabon and Con Collins are all the names I can
remember. Austin Stack aaked why ﬁﬁ ware not all‘at

our posts ipn Clare in accordance with de ?alara;s orders.

And to thls Jedp McGarry replisd; "Who gave de Valers
authority te order us about®?, wkich query started a
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discussion on the dguirahilitﬁ or otherwise Qf involving
the I .R.E‘I; in political activities. Finally the others
511 went off to Clare, but MoGarry &id not, ha went
‘back to Bublln.

The puint. a‘huut this 1o that some ai‘ us atrungly

: raaanted what we nanaid.araa to be an umrmtad aasumption

~ of authority by those whom we looked upon a¢ purely

politicians, We, ut 'bha time, looked upon such things
as election campaigns as’ frittering away the snergles of
the Haticnal 'lﬁu_vama_nt.

o

1 ramsmmsr an occasion in the apring of IEIB. I

'*lma 1:1 very bad haalth at the time apd had gone to Dublin

from Limerick to nttand the doctors I went to stay at
Vaughap's Hotel, Purnell Square, a;nd vhilﬂ there that
night I met niak*cuixinu, Gearéld ©'Sullivan, Dermott
Begarty, Sedn O'Muirthuile and I think Plaras Beaslal and
m.n.;r Daly. I 1istened to a diseussion betwoen them
about the prospects of Em, kind of military action that
would compel the British tn keep a la.rga nma& foree in
the cquntrr and 80 embarrass the Hritiah war effort at
that oritiecal period. At this digguaainn it was '
rérkabiu ,'l;hat there was no reference or mention of
purely pnlitinétl action such as elections, but on: the - 3

contrary 1t seemed to be acoepted that the only hope was

in some form of physical foree., There was o spirit of

defeat among théSparty; no feeling that the Rising had
been our best effort, and while others might bo ‘eontent
to counter enemy action when it 6acurrad, this group

wanted tafﬂethﬁ initiative and wers only in doubt as to

| what particular shape to give their effort.
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Euving then got merried thnush ny hanlth wes verr bad -

my lungs wére giving as a lot of trouble, I was smﬂhat-
out of touch with things until later that year (I9I8) whun
Dermott Hegarty seat hia brothaer Pndﬂr down to I.lmeriuk.n

Tnuna Bagartr brought & messaga to me rram Dermott to say
_that he wanted us to organise an 1ut.u111mnaa group 1in
limerick. I got Begarty fixed up in a\_{) in Ltmrick,an&
from then on to the Truce of IP2I we onnuatad and forwarded
intelligence reports and instructions to apd rrpm G.H.Q. |

an Limerick. .
' ) . ~ B
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