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STATRMENT BY MR. LIAM Lwsalad A4S O I

I am ajnative of Ballylanders, County Limerick. In
1910 I was concerned with the formation of Gaelic League

clagsses, and in 1913, between Kilmallock Gaelic League and

myself, we engaged a teacher for Kilmallock and Ardpatrick.

Before| the inaugural meeting of the Volunteers in

Dublin, I was| talking to people about the possidility of

orgenising the Volunteers. Some time at the end of 1913 I
held a meeting with the Gaelic Athletic Association in
Ballylanders,| concerning the organisation of Volunteer corps

b
there. This| was the first introduction of the organisation

to Bast Limerick. Tadhg Crowley was present at the meeting

and was propnped a3 one of the secretaries., The first
Company actually formed in that area, not including Iimerick
City, was Ardpatrick in or about 12th April, 1914. Aj.the
same time, a Company was formed in Mitchelstown. Towards
the end of April, the group from Mitchelstown and myself met
at ﬂallylanﬂafa to form the first Company there. On the
game day as tLe meeting was held in Ballylanders and while

drilling in the achool yard there, Lawrence EKettle, who with
Sedn McDermott had arrived in Tipperary, having heard we wers

active, came on the scene. Kettle's new uniform excited

great interesg.

In a short time, we had the whole area organised with

Mitchelstown as centre. A Military Council, representing
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the whole area, was established there about May, 1914.

Early in May, Tom Byrne came to Galbally and started a

Company there. After Redmond's proposal, Galbally Company

remained tngﬁther, when most of the Companies split. This
was one of thEe first Companies formed. Other Companies were
formed in ﬁnélaahoru, Dungrud, Eilfinane and Eilmallock. We
had formed a |local Military Council to control and direct the
organisation of Volunteers in the area, and this Council

engaged the retiring chief Military Instructor, a Sergeant-

Major Gleeson, Kilworth Camp, to direct training. Training
was carried on 1n each area by the ex-soldiers, most of whom
were reservists. The position on the declaration of war was
that these reservists were called up and, as a result, most
of the train#ng ceased in our area. When Redmond's proposal
came along, {ha Companies for the most part were split.
Galbally and hitnhalstown held together as Irish Volunteers,

but Ardpatrick had only twelve men left. Other Companies

were much the same. There was very little activity.

About the end of June, 1914, there was to be a review
by Casement and Colonel Moore of one thousand Volunteers in

Mitchelstown,| but Casement left for the U.S.A. that week, 80 -
the review was carried out by Colonel Moore only. Some of

these Volunteers came from Cork. There was alsc a review by

MacNeill at Lough Gur later. I attended there with the

Cycle Corps, which I had organised,

The next important event was the arrival of Monteith.

On the Sunday |following Monteith's deportation order, I was in

i



-3 -

Dublin, at OYRahilly's house (in Herbert Park), arranging
with O'Rahilly to get arms, when Eoin MacNeill came in with

George Clancy of Limerick. Clancy said they would be glad

to get Monteith to Limerick and that it would be an
opportunity ﬁnr all of us to get special training. Monteith,
therefore, came to Limerick to take charge of the training
and nrganiaaﬁiun of the Volunteers in Limerick City, but we
were also able to make use of his services in the county,

and, on the nlu.gh:tts he was not engaged in training with the
c¢ity Volunteers, he travelled to the outlying towns and
villages, hnqinning with Ballylanders, and Newcastle West

and later Gafhally. Iraining revived as a result of
Monteith's efforts. Some time later in 1915, we were able
to parade ovér three hundred men in Ballylanders. TWhen I
was about to ‘address the Volunteers on that occasion, the
police went %n on a by-way to see what was going on, but the
Volunteers refused to allow them to come near the vicinity

of the parade.

A proﬁoaal was made at that time,with a view to

helping the o?ganlaamion in Limerick, by bringing a Battalion

of Volunteers' from Dublin to come down to help to swell a
parade arranged for Whit Sunday, 1915. Actually, for this

parade a Volunteer contingent from Galbally, liitchelstown,

|
units from the other Companies, and some from Cork City and
County, came.| I particularly remember Seén Hales with a

group from West Cork, as well as the Dublin contingent,

A group of Dublin men scattered throughout the city

during the day, and were attacked here and there. This led ~
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to & general melee in the place; and the Volunteers were
then paraded fnto the Park and here their rifles were put

away under guard. This was shortly before the trains home
were due. The Cork train, on which we travelled, was the

first to pulﬂ out, and we went towards the stataon. As we
1

got to the atFtion, there was a mob around the gate. There

was only the ?mall side gate open, and difficulty of access
gave the mobd En opportunity of attack. One man lost his
rifle. Scme!uf the Galbally Volunteers fired a few
revolver ahnﬁ? over the heads of the crowd, which scattered,

and this gave an opportunity to those behind of getting into

l
the station through the gates. The Volunteers were

facilitated iL doing this, because of the fact that sgome of
i
the Limerick Volunteers, who had got into mufti, mixed with

the crowd and helped to suppress the more rowdy elements.

To go back for a moment to the situation following the

'split', I came to Dublin specially to see how things were
and I had an interview with Pearse. William Sears was with
him. I askaq Pearse about the situation, and he said:

"Dublin is solid with us". He exhorted me to do my best

-

about the measures for organisation.

After muntaith had left Ireland some time in the
|
autumn of 1915, Ernest Blythe visited the area as Volunteer
Organiser, an% it was as a result of his visit that the

Companies were forpea into a Battalion. This was known as

the Galtee Battalion, by a special permission of the

Executive, because this Battalion incorporated parts of Cork,
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Limerick and |Tipperary. Battalion and Company officers

were elected,

We held a meeting, at which delegates from all the
Companies were present. I was not present at this meeting.
An election ér Bs;.tta.lion and Company officers was held.
David Halah,llitchulatuwn, was elected Battalion Commandant,
and I was elected Vice-Commandant. For some reason, David

Walsh was unable to act, and a further election was held

some time 1aﬁer, about September, in Galbally. Blythe was

present at tﬂi& meeting and I was also present, and I was
A

elected Battﬁlian Commandant. James H@nigan was named as

Battalion Adjutant but, in fact, Patrick Coughlan, B.E.,

always acted |an that capacity.

In October, a Training Camp, under the control of the

late Colonel [0*Connell, was begun in the area. This was a

continuation o; a series of Camps which had begun in
Wicklow. I was asked to arrange an itinerary for this
Camp, 1onaticps, etc., and I duly did so. Certain officers
from the area attended the Camp, including myself, Eadgg
Crowley, Mick Sullivan, Mitchelatown, David Walsh,

Mitchelstown,| David Burke of Emly. In the course of this

Camp, the local Companies at Mitchelstown, Galbally and

Ardpatrick were used in field exercises.

1 was present at the Second Volunteer Convention in

the Abbey Theatre on 3lst Oectober, 1915. I was representing

{ Baat Limerick. It was at this Convention that I made &
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proposal regarﬁiné training over the winter period, and to

organise winter classes when the young men of the country

would be less busily engaged. Tomés MacCurtain and Terence

MacSwiney were very mach interested in this. Before leaving

town, they arranged with Headquarters that Colonel 0'Connell

wuld go to c$rk. The officers' training course, which was

conducted by Colonel O'Connell in Cork and which I gttended,
lasted for two weeks from the 22nd January, 1916. This
course had a wonderful influence on the organisation,
training and development of the Cork Volunteers in the county

and in Kerry.

Some time about September, 1915, I attended a meeting

DAWSON
of the Volunteer Executive in fyu#t Street, Dublin.
|

|
MacNeill presided at this meeting. Also present were Pearse,

MacDonagh, Bulmer Hobson, Eamon Ceannt, Sedn Fitzgibdon,

Seumas O'Connor, Liam Mellows from Galway, end Joe Doherty of

Derry. There were others present also. The question of

' training was discussed. Ginger 0'Connell was appointed
I -

1nstructor general of training. He was also present at the

meet 1115.

A controversy arose regarding the suitability or

otherwise of officers carrying rifles. Hobson and some

others thought it undesirable. Pearse was strongly of

opinion that, lat least in our organisation, there was no

reason why they should not be so armed. I was looking for
arms, es was Liam Mellows for Galway, and, as a result of our

Plea, a contribution of about five rifles was made in a
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connection with this discussion. At least five members of
|

the Executive agreed to hand over their rifles to NMellows,

which he tonkl to Galway with him.

At this meeting also I got the impression that the

I
menbers of the Executive were not in entire harmony with

each other. fTo me, it seemed that there was a definite
cleft, repres%nted on the one side by Hobson, Seumas
0tConnor, FitLgihbonranﬂ others, and the other side represented
by Pearse and!caannt, in particular. MacNeill, who presided
at the meetink, held himself aloof. Ginger (O'Connell also
did not appea; to take any sides. I also got the impresesion
at this meeting of a rapid development of things towards some

sort of a crislis, but without any urgency.

A apec%al St. Patrick's Day parade was arranged in the

- eity of Limer?ck for the 17th March, 1916. Our Company were

given authnri%y by the Executive to hold a parade on our own

at Ardpatrick|for the Galtee Battalion. This was the first

time we had ajfull dress parade with arms. On this

occasion, Hit?helatown Company did not pearade with us at
Ardpatrick aalthay, being in Cork County, went to Cork, but

the remainder) about four hundred strong, turned up, and

nearly all were armed with weapons of some kind. A couple
of months preTioua to this, we had obtained a consignment of
ahotgnna.withihayonata made for them, from Dublin city.

| .

On my #eturn from London, where I had business, on

Priday, 15th March, 1916, I called to Dawson Street, Dublin,

| to seek information on the situation. I met Tomds MacDonagh

and had a discussion with him. I told him of my anxiety
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about the situation. I had arranged for an interview with

MacNeill, and I told MacPonagh about this. He asked me to

let him know|the result of my interview with MacNeill.

On thé same day, I went to see MacNeill st Woodlawmm,
Rathfarnham.| I told him that I comsidered the situation
was rapidly qpprnaching a serious crisis and that certain
things were ﬁecesaaﬂ to do, such ae, a speeding up in
organisation {and training. I proposed that I would devote

all my time and energies to the work of organising and

training the area, and that I would give up my present

employment aﬂ Creamery Manager to do this.

MacNeilll tried to reassure me that the situation had

become more settled. He referred to an interview he had

with Connolly, in regard to Connolly's sttitude. Everybody
knew that Connolly was putting pressure on MacHeill and the
Volunteer Executive towards a more active military policy,

and MacNeill said that Connolly had now modified his attitude-

he appeared to be more amenable.

On returning to MacDonagh, I informed him of the
result of my interview with NMacNeill. MacDonagh discounted

the whole matter and sald that it was most important that I

should wait over and attend a meeting that night, to meet

Pearse and others - the meeting to be held that night at

eight o'clock, Since I had heard word from my area that,
during my sbsence, the arrangementa for the St. Patrick's Day

parade had become disorganised, due to the activity of the
|

National (Redmondite) Volunteers, I considered it was most

important that I should return by the 6.30 p.m. train, amd T ~
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told MacDonagh so, and that I would come up again, as soon

as poasible. '

We brought off our parade successfully, but I did not

have an opportunity of coming to Dublin again until the
Thursday of Holy Week. On arrival in Dublin, I went to the

Volunteer Headquarters at 6, Dawaon Street. I spent some

time discussing things with Bulmer Hobson and Ginger
O'Connell. |This was some time before mid-day. I was

amazed at their complacency, in view of the critical

gituation wh?ch I felt to exist. I was trying to elicit
information from them, but they seemed to be carrying on with

their daily routine and appeared quite satisfied that
everything was well. Whatever question did come up between
us, regarding the seriousneass of the aituation, they pooh-
poched it an? indicated there was no cause for anxiety.

They were upétaira. Having left them and entering the door
of the main office, I walked anto MacDonagh. He interrupted
my greeting to aﬁk me: "What, in the name of God, are you
doing hare?“”‘fbu.ahnuld‘be back in your area", he said.

MacDonagh waé very excited, and this in strong contrast to
Hobson and 0'Connell, whom 1 had Just left. This completely
changed the ;tmaaphere for me. I felt that something was
happening or |labout to happen. I gaid: "This is
extreordinary. I have been with G'Gannail and Hobson, who
Beemed to have no awareness of anything unusual"., He said:

"0*Connell should be back in his area, He probably has

orders awaiting him there, as you should have in yours™, I

sald: "What are the ordera®n, He sald: "When is the next

i
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train®®, I saxd, "I.30". He said, "are you armed?®.

"] have a revolver", I saild. He said, "maybe you hetter
have another,. Have you money®™ I saié, "yash. He
said, "You'd better take the next train back". Then,
suddenly he s&iﬂ; “no®. I said, "where are we anyway®".
Then he sald, ™as you are here now, you better come and see

Pearse™. '

He took me immsﬂiatelg down to Sedn McDermott's office
on the Quays. ﬁhera were scme people there, including
Ginger O'Connell whom I had left in Hobson's office.

I immediately noticed a2 most unusual seriocusness on Sedn
McDermott's |[face. I had never seen Sedn McDermott
otherwise but lgughing - now he was tense, no smile on his

face. The |presence of the others created a certain

awkward situation so we d1d not speak freely. HKacDopagh
had a word with McDermott and came back to me to say that
it was impossible to get Pearse at that particular moment.
I left without having seen Fearse.

I got the é.ﬁﬂ.p.m. train, arriving at I2 o'clock.
The orders which MacDonagh referred to had not reached me
from Limerick. ¢ I had dispatched orders to the companies
to be in readiness next morning, 2»?9 later in the evening
of Good Friday I got orders from Limerick delivered by
Alphonsus Kivlehan. I cannot remsmber whether the orders
were 1n writing or verbal, but they came from Colivet in
Limerick.

A mobilisation for manoeuvres had already been
arranéed for Easter Sunday and as a result of this order I
altered the |place of mobilisation. The orders were to the

effect that |on mobilisation we would move west and take

certain police bvarracks, such as Ballylanders and Charleville
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and hold the railway line from Adare to Newcastle West.

Where possible we were to take over the rifles from the

R.I.C. but while doing this to do everything possible to

avoid shoct}ng-

I did not anticipate any difficulty at

Bellylanders and Kilfinnan but I doubted the reception

I would get

the necessary orders for the mobilisation;

I sent out

arms.

at Kllmallock, On Friday night I sent out

in the orders

to the Companies I ordered them to parade with

On Saturday I read of the capture of ap arms ship off

Fenit. As

I knew that the holding of the railway line

was in comnection with the shipment of arms which had now

been captured, I realised that the plans had to be altered

and I fell back on the plans as previously arranged.

Some of the Companies, such as Mitchelstown, had

begun their
the route.
came to say

our arms in

with the general crisis.

move on Saturday evening, bivouacing along

A dispateh rider, Mick Sullivan from Mi tchelstowmn,
that they did not like the idea of parading with
view of bthe situation existing in connection

They had to take these arms out

of dumps and expose them and were afraid of having them

seized. I

sent a reply to the Company that a parade with

arms was a definite order.

Sunday

morning the Companies were on the move everywhere

In most country places there are two Masses on Sunday

mornings.

Some of the Volunteers had attended early

Mass and others were attending the later Mass at II o'clock

on their way to the place of mobilisation.

About

II o'clock I had seen the Ballylanders Company parade

when a despatch rider, Mick Sullivan from Mitchelstown,

arrived with a message from the Captain of the Company

in which he

brought McNeill's order which had been

|
given to him by The O'Rahilly at Anglesboro’. )

-
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0'Rahilly was on‘his way from Mitchelstown to Tipperary.
This order reaﬁ;:
"VYolunteers completely deceived....etc.

(as.published in the Fress at the time)...
. ™A1l lorders for Sunday cancelled",

- L

Because (of my recent interview with MacDonagh I
decided to proceed with the manceuvres. We arrived at
Galbally and uaréiaﬂ out the manoeuvres. Later we
paraded in the Square in Galbally for Battalion drill and
held the Battalion together till after 6 o'clock, when it

began to rain. Some of the officers pointed out that they
had long distancés to travel home. Having had McNeill's
order repested five times from Tipperary, from Charleville,
and from Limerick, by a special despatch rider, I despaired
of any further developments and dismissed the parade.

When the pardde in Galbally was dismissed on Easter
Sunday evening, I went home to Ardpatrick.

On Baster Monday, I went to business at Ardpatrick
Creamery. 1 carried on my ordinary work on Monday and
heard nothing about what was golng on until after mid-night
when there was & knock on my bedroom window. Michasel
Murphy, who was then Captain of the Ardpatrick Company,
was the ualJer. and he informed me that he had been in
Kilmallock and that, at & late hour - after eleven
o'clock that Monday night - information of some sort had
come to Kilmallock that fighting had started in Dublin.

Michael Murphy and I went round to get despatech rlders.
We called up some of our local men, and succeeded in
getting a eguplé of despatech riders. To the best of my
memory, one |of these was Bill Dwane, I don't remember who
the others were. I sent messages to the different areas,
such as, Mitchelstown, Galbally and Charleville, warning

them to0 be on the alert. Hoping I should get some order,

I remained in Ardpatrick for that day, Tuesday, although
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I kept away from the Creamery, fearing arrest. In one way
or another I had notified the different Companies - 1
can't remember how, now - that I *onld be in Ballylanders
that evening anﬁ until further notice, as this was more

central and [better organised for despatch work.

Late that night - Tuesday - despatch riders from
Mitchelstowq and different other areas arrived, to be at
hand awaiti&g orders. They remained there Tuesday night

and over Wednesaday.
|

On Wadnaadéy 1 was getting rather impatient at not
receiving any orders. I sent two despatch riders to
Hospital, which was my connection with Limerick, with
instructiani that, failing to get any information there,
they were to continue on to Limerick. The names of the
two men I sent 6n this mission are Patrick Sullivan of
Mitchelstown and Cornelius Kisly of Ballylanders, I
should say it was about mid-day, or perhaps earlier, on
Wednesday when they left on bleycles; and they arrived
back to me At about 9.30 p.m. on the same evening. While
awaiting their return, I had nothing to do but to hold

the other despaich riders 1n readiness. -

The two despateh riders failled to make the contact
in Hospital, and so had to go on to Limerick. On reaching
Limerick, tﬂey—learned that the clty was under military
control; and they feared to make any attempt at getting
in touch with important Volunteer officers there. They
went to Mr. |Batt Laffan of Killonan, who was prominently
ldentified with the movement that time. He went into
Limerick, leaving the two despatch riders at his house,
On returning, after having been in contact with aome of
the Volunteer officers in Limerick, he informed the two
men that there was no likelihood of any action being taken,

in the circumstances then prevailing, i.e., that Limerick
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city, like Gork,'was under military control.

As a result of what the two men told me on their
return, I sent the despatech riders to their different
Companies with orders, some of which were written and some
verbal, to stand to arms, that there was no definite order

yet, but t.ha’t they were to stand by.

Two of my desapatch ridera, Nicholas Condon and Nicholas

Dinneen, returned to me, after having delivered this
message to Galbally for that particular area.. This was
ten O'clock |on Wednesday night. They were accompanied

by a }uung stranger. The despatech rilders informed me
that, Just before they left Galbally, he had arrived there
from Ballagh, TPipperary, with word that the Volunteers
were fighting in Dublin and hefﬁggn sent by Eamonn O'Dwyer

to find out |what we proposed to do. The despatch riders

told me that the officers of Galbally Company did not know
what to make of the situation, and thought that, as we had
no definite|order, we should exercise caution as to any
actionlwe might take. I then went out and met this

stranger. He told me hls name was Sedn Treacy. He told

me that it was certain that there was fighting in Dublin,
that the men in Tipperary were very anxious that something
should be done ﬁnﬂ had expected that we would take some
action. His idea was that we should attack all the local
R.I.C. harracks'around, in order to procure arms, so as to
be in readiness, and that, if we lighted‘rires on the
Galtees, it/ would be the signal to those in Tipperary who
wanted to Jjoin in with us.

Belng satisfied now that the Volunteers were fighting
in Dublin, I felt that I would be certain to get orders,
as this fighting would likely extend to the country, and
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consequently |[d1d not feel entltled to take any action on my
own. I aaciaed‘that the best thing I could do in preparation

for that was [to attack the local R.I.C. barracks and take

their arms. I was now at a loss, since my despatch riders

had been dismissed. The two who had just come from Galbally,
I had sent oé to Ballylanders, hoping they would catch up

on those fro@.Mitchalstuwn who had left me for home half-an-
hour previously. They were not there. They had left

Ballylanders.
1

I then Qent word to the Captain of the Ballylanders
Company, Tom Murphy, - I lived almost a mile outside
Ballylanders |~ to send me all the despatch riders he could
muster. I cannot understand how the mistake was made,
but he sent all his despatch riders to mobilise his own
Company. Hﬁving walted for some time and, later, learning
what had happened, I mustered as many as I could locally -
anyone who would carry a message - and sent out orders for
immediate mobilisation to Galbally, Mitchelstowh, Anglesboro!
Kilfinane and Ardpatrick. The members of the Ballylanders
Company were jarriving through the night. I gave orders to
the Galbally Company to join me in the vicinity of Spittal;
Mitchalstown?l ordered to mobilise at Glenacurraune woods;
Kilfinane ané Ardpatrick at Thomastown wood. These werse

safety measures,

My intention was to take Ballylandera Barracks, with
the assistanée of the Galbally Company; to hold the
Ardpatrick aﬁd Kilfinane Companies in the wvicinity of
Kilfinepne until I was ready to attack Kilfinane; and to
hold Mitchelatqu and Anglesboro until I was ready to attack
Mitchelstown. Because of what happened in regard to the
despatch riders in Ballylanders, it was after midnizht on
Wednesday when tﬁnsa messages were sent out; and this proved
disastrons so fa# as the plans were concerned, as the Companie<

could not possibly be mnbilisedﬁvniﬁ;mﬁv
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o'clock on Thursday morning, I was moving

out with Ballylanders Company to surround Ballylanders

Barracks.
WIrong.
me, about a

notably P.E

I had not then realised that my plans had gone

The Galbally Company had reached Spittal, to join

mile away. Some of my staff officers,

. Coughlan of Mitchelstown, informed me that

word had come from Cork that there was no possibility of

military ac

tion. He alsco informed me that the late

arrival of my order to Mitchelstown had made it impossible

for them to

moblilise and procure their arms, and that

only a small part of the Company had reached Glenacurrane

and, having got no further direction, decided they had
I

better return to Mitchelstown.

riders ratd

late in the
togather.

By this time, despatch
rning from the other areas told me it would be

morning before they could get their men

In consultation with Coughlan and considering general

conditions and the fact that neither Cork nor lLimerick

were taking

any action, we decided it was better to

demobilise and await more definite orders.

We heard nothing further untll we learnsd of the

surrender i

n Dublin on the following Sunday.

Because of my absence from business in the Creamery

at Ardpatrick during Easter Week, the business had got

inté rather

chaotic condition, and I had, therefore, to

remain cans%antly on duty in the following week to try

and get matters straightened out.

learn until
Companies h
the agency

Accordingly, I did not
late in the following week that some of the

ad been in touch with Limerick where, through

of Bishop O'Dwyer, tha"surrander of the Volunteer
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arms had been arranged, and the Limerick officers had
advigsed these local Companies to hand up their arms, which
they had done. I had no knowledge of the hapnding up of

arms at all until this was all over.

On the second Sunday after Easter and after the
surrender, some members of the R.I.C. passing through
Kiifinane accosted me and informed me that all arms in the
area and all over the country had been handed up, with the
exception of Ardpatrick Company; and that, therefore, all
the members of Ardpatrick Company were likely to be

arrested and aepprtad. Considering that all the other
arms had been surrendered, I did not think it would be fair
to the Ardpaltrick men to hold out. So I instructed them

to hand in their arms if they cared to do so. As a result
of this instruction, some arms were handed in; others were
not. There were only two or three rifles in the Company
and these were not handed up. The arms that were handed
up were principally shotguns; &and some of these were
broken before belng handed in.

It was |because of the surrender of arms which was
negotiated with the British Commander in Limerick, Sir
Anthony Weldon, and through Bishop D'DWyei, that the
Britlsh Gumqanﬂar decided that no arrests would take place
in Limerick |City or County following the Rising.

Following the events of Easter Week, the Volunteer
organisation was in a state of suspense, and I did my best
by keeping contact with the leaders and the officers of
the Galtee area.

Up to Easter Week, the Galtee Battalion had been a
constituent |unit of the Limerick Brigade. After the events

of Easter Week, howsver, and because of our difficulty in
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ommunications, and the fact that we found, on

going over the area, that we were up to Brigade strength,

|

we decided to organise on Brigade lines.

The Galtee

Battalion now became the Galtee Brigade, for all practical

purposes.

T cannot fix an exact date for this transition,

because it was golng on over a periocd of months.

1

Some time prior to Baster Week, I was Initiated as a

menber of the

because the

organisation.

I.R.B. This was helleved to be necessary,

Volunteer leaders were making use of that

The reason Pearse and McDonagh had gone into

that organisation was that 1t was in the general interests

of the national cause.

order to try
Easter Week,

area;

Having worked under cover and in
to hold the men together in organising after
I initiated aevur§1 of the best men in each

and ﬁt was through the I.R.B., at first, that

contact was kept up.

As soon

I.R.B. was he
I attended as
understood, (1

as we considered it possible, a meeting of the

1¢ in Limerick City to discuss re-organisation.
representative of my area. As far as 1

t was a meeting of Head Centres. To the best

of my recollection, it was held in St. Ita's Hall {( a Gaelic

League Hall)
6 Muirthile,
étharu whom (I

Clare.

At the
regarding the

in Thomas Street.

George Clancy, Sedn

James ledden were present, as well as several

cannot remember, including somecne from

meeting, in the course of some criticisms

avpnta of Easter Week in that area, I was

accused of having acted without orders, first, by carrying

on manoeuavres

on Easter Ednday after I had got a despatch

cancelling them, and next, by having mobilised for active

service witho

ut any orders. I said I considered I was

called upon {to do something when I learned that fighting



was goling on 1niDuhlin, Seeing those, whom I thought were
the extreme aaction, taking the attitude of caution in this
crisis, when my own feelings were regret and frustration
that something more positive had not been achieved, my
confidence [In the I.R.B. was shaken, and I made up ny mind
that the Galtee Brigade would pursue its own course, without
reference to thF I.R.B. or anybody else.

In the autumn of I9I6, a meeting of the Volunteers
was called in Limerick city, in connection with the
re-arganisakion of the Volunteers. Notice of this meeting
wag sent to eacy Company, but not all the Companies were
aware of the mﬂ?ting as, in some instances, the men who
received the notices were not then active members. This
meeting, which was held in the Fianpa Hall, Limerick,
was presided over by Michael Colivet. The matter of a new
league, formed in Dublin and called the "Nation League™,
that somebody believed would be a good way of holding the
organisation together, came up for consideration. I
attacked this pfapoaal, and had the support of all the
delegates, with the exception of about two or three. We
decided to proceed with organising on the o0ld lines. My
feelings were that this was a purely political organisation,

}
which might| easily submerge the military movement, and

that all our efforts should be directed towards
re-organising on military lines. I do not remember any
special decisions being arrived at by that meeting. The
organlsing of the Galtee Brigade went ahead gradually
after that. '

Barly in February, I9I7, I was awakened in the early
morning and |found myself surrowdel by police. I was in

Ardpatrick at tha time. I was escorted to Limerick jail,
under the District Inspector from Bruff. IdrEmemher I was

terridbly concerned that the police might have had some
)



| =20-

special informaﬁinn about the extent of ocur organisation
or, in some way, might have come into possession of
despatches, On arriving at Limerick Jail, however, I
was greatly relleved on that score when I found that

0 Muirthile, Colivet, McInerney and Michael Bremnan had

also been arrested. We learned that our arrests were in
connection with supposed arrangements for a landing of arms.
After a day or so in Limerick Jail, during which time we
were joined| by three Kerrymen, Joe Malinn, Billy Mullins

and Michael| Moriarty, we were brought to Arbour Hill,
Dublin, where we were served with deportation orders,
requiring us to reside in particular places in Bngland.

In the casse| of our particular group, 1t was Wetherby,
Leeds, Ibrhahiré.

We were sent to England, under military escort, and
handed over| to the Military Gowvernor in Yorkshire, who, I
believe, was Sir John Maxwell, although we did not see him

on the occasion. We were then brought to Wetherby, still
under escort, agﬂ handed over to the police authorities
there, The Police Superintendent, who appeared to be a
kindly man,|informed us that we were under police
survelllance and all our movements would be watched. He
said that he wanted to treat us as humanly as possible,
that we could go for walks around the place and on the
country roads, to the extent of a mile or so, but that we

were not to move outside the vicinity of Wetherby town.

We thanked him for his kindpess, but told him that we had
no intentiom whatever of abiding by any orders, which he
or the British military might make, and that we regarded
our deportation from our country as an outrage which we
felt in duty bound to circumvent in any way we could.

I
Lodgings had been arranged for us, but we would have to be
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responsible for payment for these. It seemed to be assumed
that we might either find employment for ourselves, or

make provision for oursslves out of our own resources.

There were some German prisoners-of-war, presumably on
parole, working around the country with the farmers. We

met some of thanﬁ

There was a'great deal of local curiosity as to what
we were going toldo, or how we were golng to live. We
made 1t knowi very quickly that we were not taking any
sort of employment there. Arrangements were made by the
National Aid |Association in London to make some provision
for us. Some o? us felt that our position was undignified
and that we shnuiﬂ make an attempt to escape back to
Ireland, or, f&iiing that, that the attempt ought to be

made, even if 1t ,meant being arrested and held in close
confinement. As we did not seem to find agreement on that

point, we thought we should get a direction from headquarters
in Dublin.

L]
4

Sedn 0 Muirthile was understood to be in communication
with Dubliﬁ. H? had gone to London on one occasion to
attend a concert held in the Albert Hall on St. Patrick's
Day, and made contact with the deportees in the other areas
in England. | Still, nothing definite was happening, and

we met specially on one occasion to discuss the matter,
Michael Brennan And myself gave notice that, if no order
was forthacming,iit was our intention to attempt to escape.
Sedn 6 Mulrthile asked if we would take an order from him,
Friurkto this, t?ere had been some sort of disagreement
between Sedn |6 Méirthile and the rest of the party,

regarding the money supplied from Londomn. There was an

allowance of |[£2 per week per head for our living expenses.
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Sedn Muirthile handled the money and paid all expenses.

If anyone wanted a few shillings, for any reason, he had
to ask for 1it. Some of the men had wives and children,
who were then existing on very small allowances from the
National Ald, and, when they complained to me that the
arrangement|was not fair, I demanded that Sedn § Muirthile
should hapnd|over the £2 per week allowance to aéch man

as 1t was recelved by him. There also may have been

other incidents of this nature.

It was|in this atmosphere of antagonism that Sedn
0 Muirthile|had posed the guestion of whether we would
take an order from him. I rather abruptly saild that we

would not. I understood, of course, that he was

secretary of the Supreme Council of the I.R.B., and s0, I
think, did all the others, but they all supported ms.
Probably arising from this, information on the matter
having reached Dublin, Fintan Murphy was sent over, some
time later,|to make contact with the various deportee
groups. Murphy made contact with us some time before

the Longford aléctinn, and he arranged that all who desired
to escape should try to get away and reach Ireland on the
same date, so that all could have an equal chance to cateh
the boats, leaving Holyhead and Liverpool on the evening
of the particular day they left their areas. A date was
fixed, which I cannot now remember. All those, who made
the attempt|, succeeded in getting to Dublin the following
morning, some to Dinlaoghaire and some to the North Wall.

In our|case, six of us walked out of Wetherby in the

early morning, taklng trains, two by two, from different
outside stations and getting into Manchester in the course
of the afternoon, where we were taken care of by Liam
McMahon and|his friends. Prom Manchester we went to

Holyhead, I|think, and arrived at the North Wall, Dublin,

safely the following morning.
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To clarify my connection with +the I.R.B. in the

reference I have already made, I had no wish to become a

member but, wheﬁ I became aware that Volunteers in Galbally,

Ballylanders and Mitchelstown were members, it appeared to
me to be necessary, for the sake of order and direction,
that I should join. I was initlated at the end of ISIS,
or early in IEI%. All activities were carried on through
the Volunteer ufganiaation, until & young man, named James
Galvin, from Kerry came for a time to Ballylanders and
organised the cipcles on a proper system. I still did not
use the system but, after Easter Week, open work being
impossible and 1n order to hold the organisation together,
I used the I.R.B. to get in the most reliable men in each
district, in addition to those who were already members.,

As soon as 1t wa% possible, the open work of organisation
was carried out ;hrough the Irish Volunteers. Very little
was done throughlI.R.B. c¢ircles, as far as I know, and the
only meeting of Fny importance I ever attended is the one
in Limerick after Easter Week, to which I have already
referred. It themn struck me as peculilar that so few of

the leading officers were present at that mseting.

On my arrival in Dublin, after escaping from England,
I was staying at Pearse's, Oakley Road. One night, about
a week after|my arrival, I was summoned to a meeting at

4, Connaught|Avenue, Phibsboro. David Sears accompanied

me across the city. Those present were Seamus O'Doherty,

Dr. Patrick ?cﬂ&rtan, Sedn 6 Muirthile, Dr. Seamus § Rfain

*

and Pddraig 6 Mdille. During a rather general discussion,
Eevin G*shiel came in and more or less Jjoined the company.
Saamua Q*Doharty'cantinuad the talk, which was of no
particular impor?ance, ag far as I could see, but Sedn

6 Muirthile was rather severe with him for talking so openly

*



in the presence of a nun-maﬁher (GtShiel).
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Seamus

O'Doherty could not at all understand the reason for this.

However, it

buainess to

began to appear that there was some lmportant

bhe discussed. Seé% 6 Muirthile took me aside

and said they wanted to know if I were going to be actively

associated with the I.R.B.

give 'an answer. '

I told bhim that I could not then

He pointed out the difficulties with which

|
I might be faced, in trying to carry on military activitles

while still

event of my

remaining in business, and said that, in the

having to gilve up business, the only organisatio:s

that could help me was the I.R.Be. which was getting dl the

funds coming from the United States.

While in Dublin, I

had been hegring criticisms of the I.R.B. from various

sources, and I was not at all happy regarding the organistix

The mention

declided me,

of funds, in this connection, definitely

though I did not say so then., When Sedn 0

Muirthile began to press the point, I said that there were

many things

to ﬁa consldered in regard to the organisation

generally, 1nd that I was having a meeting with Cathal

Brugha the following evening.

0 Muirthile very definitely

warned me against having any discussion, relating to the

I.R.B., witﬁ Brugha, saying that he had been President but

had retired

discusa the

On the

aftqr Easter Week. T said that I had to

mil#tarr situation generally with him.

following evening, I went to Brugha's house.

In the course of a very long discussion, matter, in

relation to
Baster Week,

lsakages of

the activities of the Y.R.B. prior to and durlng
arésa, for instance, the manner in which

informeation had taken place. Brugha sald that

he was not in a position to discuss the I.R.B., as

he had left

I.R.B., as such, had been a failure in Easter Week.

that organisation, but he believed that the
He
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further believed that the time had come to carry omn our
work through one open organisation of the Republican Army,
which was Lhﬂn being referred to as the I.R.A.. TFeeling
myself in agreement with this, I definitely decided that,
ag far as } was concerned, all military activitlies in
future would be through the Irish Republican Army, and
that I would leave my connection with the I.R.B. lnoperativs

Those|of us who had escaped from England were informed
by the Volunteer people, with whom we were in contact,
that we were expected to remain in Dublin, awaiting some
definite inatrﬁction. As none was forthcoming, Colivet
and McInerney decided to go to Limerick and, a week later,

I went home.

As the military were very active, trylng to get us
into custody again, I d4id not take up any active work
in my district for some time.

Following the Longford election and in the course of
the victory celebrations at Ballylanders, the police
arrested tLrea Volunteers, Tadhg Crowley, Tom Murphy and
John Crawford. These men were first taken to Limerick
Jail, and suhséquently brought to Court in Galbally,
where they weré sentenced to three months' imprisonment.

A large crowd gasembled at Galbally, and there was a very
heavy police g?ard - up to I50 men - under the command of
the County|and District Inspectors. There were clashes
with the police in the Square of Galbally during the Court
proceedings. Iﬂhen the prisoners were being escorted from
the eourthuuseita the car, a rush was made by the crowd

to rescue them% and they were beaten back by the police.
In some of|these rushes, the police pursued scme of the
crowd with haténs, numbers of people being struck and

injured. |On observing this, some of the Volunteers got
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gstones, or |any weapon handy, and about twelve policemen

were injured. When the prisoners had been taken away,

the police |retired to the barracks and, evidently with the

intention of clearing the streets, were coming out armed,
I was in O'Braien's, where I had a viawnof what was
happening at the barracks, and I attempted to get out,

in order to find out what was the situation in the Square.
Some of the people present tried to hold me back, fearing
that an attampé to arrest me would lead to further trouble.
However, I sucqaaded in getting on a bicycle and arrived
at the Square.| Hugh O'Brien-Moran, solicitor defending
the prisoners, was standing up on the fountain, surrounded
by a large jerowd, mostly Volunteers, and he was appealing
to them to diséerse. He informed them that the police

were about|to come out, armed, and, in the circumstances,

were quite |capable of using their arms. "You are weak",

he saild, "and they are strong™. You should meet them when
you are sfrnng and they are weak™, Seeing me arriving

on the sceéa, he appealed to me to handle the situation,
and I mounted the fountain. Recognising many officers

and men among the crowd, I gave orders; "Ballylanders,
Anglesboro, Dungrud, Lissard, line up your men". I

gave instructions end ordered "Quick march™. "The Square
was immediately vacated, and the armed police found it
empty.

Some time afterwards, I was amazed to hear that my
intervention at Galbally was not welcomed in some quarters.
This did not apply to the Volunteers generally. It was
suggested that Fhara was some arrangement for a further
attack on the pblice, which was prevented by my

1

intervention.
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About |this time, I became aware that Donnchadh

O'Hannigan, who evidently was I.R.B. organiser and who,
by some arrangement, had been supposed to be carrying on in
my place durling my absence in England, had extended the

I.R.B. organisation over the whole area.

A mﬁating;was held in Limeric» of representatives
from the county and the cit} to make arrangements to give
all possible a;siatanca at the East Clare election.

After the mset;ng, one of the Galbally men told me that
ihings were no# at all satisfactory, in regard to the way
Volunteer orgaﬁlsaticn was golng and that, in their
opinion, the situﬂtion was very peculiar. He was not
prepared t0 go into details. There was evidently some
sort of inhibition. I then noticed, on meeting Donnchadh
O'Hannigen, that his attitude was anything but open or
friendly. On one occasion previously, I had seen a man
in disguise. It was on the night of the meeting in
Dublin at Q'Da#erty's house, when Pddraig ﬁ Mdille was
dressed aaja parish'priest. Donnchadh G‘ﬁannigan was

the only ntherlperson in disguise that I ever saw. He
was dressed in.clericals on this occasion. It appeared
very odd indeed, not so much because of his disguise, but
because of |the general atmosphere that it indicated. I
felt nonplussed and uneasy, but could do nothing then, as

we were proceeding to Clare.
|
After|the (Clare election, the Ballylanders priscners

were released. On the evening of their arrival, the

Volunteers |were paraded to take part in a demonstration

of welcome.,.

During the course of manceuvres which were being
carried out, I came in contact with some Volunteers who

complained jof the manndr in which things were being handled.
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Seamus Scanlan of Galbally, who was pretty outspoken, said
that the snoneé I took over and asserted myself, the better,
as the ground ﬁaa being cut from under my feet, and that I
geemed to have nc realisation of how things were going.

I determined to do this as soon as possible, but my

health was not at all good at the time and I had difficul ti=
about returning to business. One day, a messenger
accosted me in Ballylenders, late in the evening, and

gave m€ an |order, I think, to attend a meeting. On
enquiring frnm.w@ere the order came, I somehow got to
understand ,that it was an I.R.B. order, and I informed him
that I was |not taklng any orders from the I.R.B.

1

All acdtive Republicans seemed to have concentrated on
Clare for the election. On the Sunday prior to the date
of the election (IIth July, I9I7), arrangements wers made
for speakers to address meetings after Mass in every
parish in Clare; and meetings in the afternoon were held
in the important centres, mostly addressed by the leaders,
We had concentrated at 0'Callaghan's Mills, de Valera and
Larry Ginnell being the principal épeakera. A delegation
from Kilmallock, headed by Sedn Lynch, asked me to introduce
them to de Valera and to support them in trying to get
him to attend a large meeting at an early date at
Kilmallock., De Valera, however, was booked up for meetings
for severalrweeks ahead and, much as he wished to do so,
was not able to name a date in the immediate future for a

meeting.

Some time later, notices amnnouncing a big meeting at
Ballylanders on ISth August, which is Pattern Day there,
were posted|all:over the county. It was stated that the
meating was|to ga addressed by Bamonn de Valera and Eoin

MacNeill. I cannot say what siepa were taken, beyond the




—— — mT = T

PG

issue of jan invitation to the speakers, to find out if
i

it was possible for them to attend. I believe the

public announcement of the meeting was made, while
awaiting |a reply from the speakers who had been invited.
However, |as they were unable to attend, 1t proved rather
ﬁia&ppnintiné'fur the huge crowd that came to see and
hear de Fhler;. The speakers actually present wers
Ernesat Blythe and Sedn § Muirthuile. While we were
seated at| tea after the meeting, Sedn § Muirthuile was
called out by scmeone. I noticed tnaé a bicycle was
provided for éim by whoever had called him, and they
left the village together. I thought this was peculiar.
This was the %eginning of the complications that arose
between the I.R.B. and myself.

1

As T|learned afterwards, a meeting of the I.R.B.

local unit waé held that evening in Glenbrohans. Those
present were given to understand in a general way that
headquarters -, taken to be headquarters of the I.R.A., =
wanted me 'set aside as the commander for the area.
Various reasons were given for this, such as, my failure
to act promptly when mobilising at Easter Week, attack
barracks and so on, political ambitions on my part, a
supposed meeting with Major Price, British Intelligence
Officer, at a %1ma or during a pericd when, actually, I
do not think I:a?er visited Dublin. Rumours regarding
these matters were generally current some weeks later,
After the I.R.B. meeting, several of the members returned
to Ballyianﬂaré with Sedn 6 Mulrthuile. Many of them
were nonplussa& and disappéintad that there had not been
fuller and muré open discussion on such charges as were
made against mé. In this spirit, while having some
refreshments, éevaral having stood "treat™, it struck

|
4
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them as peculiar that Sedn ( Muirthuile did not take

advantage of the occasion té stapnd a drink. When Ned
O'Brien was|starting for home, he was detained by

§' Muirthuile outside the door who told him he was to

ﬁake the position regarding me understocd by his fellow
officers and otpers in his company, and aliso to inform
Ernest Blythe, yho was then staying in Galdbally. O'Brien
thought this extraordinary and asked how he could act in
regard to matters that were given to them under oath of
secrecy, hoy exactly he should go about it, and what he
should saye 6 'Muirthuile gave him an outline of how he
should deal|{with it, and the points of the allegations
made agalinst me to which he might refer. Ned 0'Brien,

& very earnest énﬂ sincere man, was very deeply concerned
about the whole matter and felt himself very much involved,
Thinking over it, he felt that on this cccasion, when he
had been glven an instruction outside of the secret
session which hé had attended, he was not bound by his
declaration [of secrecy and that he should discuss the
matter with hisirellcw-officers. He and they, becoming
awafa ?f the rumours then current, believed that I should

be infoérmed [of ﬁh&t was happening.

It was [in these circumstances, therefore, that I
got the order at Ballylanders, already referred to, and

refused to accaﬁt it as coming from the IiR.B.

Some time later, I got notification of an I.R.A.

meeting to be held at Glenbrohane. Owing to illpess, I
was unable to attend this meeting. This was rather
unfortunate baﬁiu&e it appears that many members attended
an I.R.B. maetinF, which was held afterwards and which

bad my case iunder consideration. I did attend a meeting

i
|
i
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of the I.R.A. & week later in the same place, and was

asked to attend an I.R.B. meeting to be held afterwards.
Very few were present at the I.R.B. meeting. I was
rather surprised that all the I.R.B. members were not
invited to attend, and I felt the position to be very
awkward, as| some of them, when leaving, said that there

were peculiar gPings-on and everything was very mixed up,
|

At this I.R.B. meeting, I was accused of having
refused to take an order from the I.R.B. and of having

done so in the presence of a stranger. It appears that,
when the messenger brought me the order, he was
accompanied| by %omaone who was not a member of the I.R.B.
I explained| that, in the circumstances, I was not prepared

to go along with the I.R.B. and that T intended to resign.

When O'Hannigan asked me if I world zo through the form of
swearing out with him, T said I could not do so. I knew
little or nothi?g in regard to what his position really
was, and I had in mind the occasion on which Sedn &
Muirthuile threw some doubt on his general reliahiiitr.

I said I thought that I could only resign to the Supreme
Council of the I.R.B., and O'Hannigan said he would
arrange for|that to happen. " I was asked if I intended to
take over command of the I.R.A. I sald; "Yes, when
certain matters are straightened out with headquarters"™.
This wes a reference to the rumours, for which I then knew
the I.R.B. were}raaponsibla. I stated that, at the
moment, I ¢ uld!nnt take over because of ny state of health
in particular, and my position in relation to business.

I also stated that, if it was so desired and at any time
they had a battqr or more suitable man, I was prepared to
hand over cummaﬂﬁ. As a result, matters were left

undecided, and ﬁhe pnéition became more and more .

unsatisfactory.
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Following the Clare election, there was a great deal
of poiitical aéti?ity - local county and central - with all
of which T |had iasociaticn. The extraordinary rumours
being circulated about myself and the I.R.A, made my
position in puﬁliu 1ife very awkward. My relations with
the Committes Sf the Ardpatrick Creamery, of which I was
Secretary and ﬁanagsr, were very unpleasant, particularly
after Baster Week when my absence caused a state of chaos.
At that time, i had made arrangements to put someone 1n
charge at the Creamery, but the Committee, or perhaps one
man who aasumed the responsibility, would not permit it.
The first man who came to take over was summarily dismissed,
and an experienced manager, sent by the Irish Creamery
Managers' Lssaéiation, was not allowed to take charge.
The strain|of ﬁcrking in the atmosphere thus prevailing
was becoming unbearable when I was deported in I®I7.
This time the ;rish Creamery Managers' Association made
arrangements for a substitute who was paid by the
Agsocliation, my salary being pald to me Ey the Soclety.
In addition to this, the majority of the managers
contributed to a fund, which amounted to about £200, and
presented lt té me .

I simply énulﬂ not carry on in Ardpatrick with a
hostile Gommitfaa, prepared to take advantage of the
slightest lepse on my part and wreck my reputation as a
bus inessman. As a matter of faet, I would have been
hounded out of it long before, but for the attitude of
the Chairman, Hr. Charles McCarthy, a very honourable man
who, with difficulty, made every effort to hold off the
others, most Of Whow were merely weak and dominated by

one who was determined to wreck me. When the time came
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for me o resume duty at the creamery, I was aware of

various chargas:maﬁa by members of the Committee against

me , concerning III.EBlﬂGt of duties, ete., and I insisted that,
before I returned to business, & proper investigatlon into
these charges should be made by representatives of the
Department of Agriculture, the Agricultural Organisation
Soclety and |the Creamery Managers' Association. The
repregsentatives of these bodles met the Committee and had

a long ﬂisauaaién with them. The representatives then
informed me thaﬁ the position appeared to them to be hopeless
that the matters referred to were trivial, but the
Committee were so obtuse and viciously disposed towards me
that 1t was nntlpasaibl& to see how I could hope to run the
business in theicircumatanﬁes. I stated that it was quite
impossible, unlésa I was allowed to manage, without being

set upon,and an acknowledgement was made of the very
satisfactory condition in which I had left the business, and
also, that éhera should be some changes on the Committee.
This was not possible, particularly because I was rendered
helpless, due to the attacks emanating from I.R.B. sources
and affecting every sectlon of the I.R.A. The matter

appeared to|be of sufficient importance as to ruin me
utterly.

I was later to discover that, in spite of this campaign
and the difficulty found by people in general in understanding
the position, my reputation in the public 1life of the area

and in carrying Fn political activities was not very

advarselg'aﬁfectfﬂ. Comhalirle Ceanntair, Comhairle D4il
Ceanntair, %rﬂ Chomhairle and meetings of every description
made such d&m&nﬂ% on my time that it would be difficult to
carry on at my business, but too late I got to realise that

!
my prestige was not so damaged but that with a change in

|



1

- e =T

-34-

the Committee ft could have been made possible for me to
carry on as cre;mary Manager. The representatives,
already raﬁarred to, who made the investigation, each and
all united in making me offers of better jobs or in
supporting me in getting them. Within a few weeks, T was
offered the management of a leading creamery and, later on,
had offers from the Department of Agriculture and the

Agriculturell Organisations Society.
|

|
By this time, the position was beginning to be better

understood. The majority of the members of the I.R.A. in

the area qua lined up on my side and, as they were
determined Eo clear up the situation, I could not leave the
area in any cirpumstanees. Then came the conseription
erisis. our a#ea had probably been the best organised in
the countryl, bup now the whole country was being organised.

Delegations|approached me from the Fermoy and Doon areas.

43 I had just agreed to accept commend of what was called
the Border Battalion, comprising Galbally, Emly, Lattin,
Doon, Cappawhite, etc., I informed the Fermoy delegation

that I could naé take command of the Fermoy Battalion .

New Compan%as and Battalions were being rapidly formed.
A meeting, for the purpose of forming = Brigade and electing
& Commandant, was held in Galbally, at which were present
rapresantatives'rrom.Mitchalstawn, Kilfinane, Anglesboro,
Galbally, Hospital, Oola and other places. Two were
Proposed ~ D, Uﬂﬂannigan and myself. O'Hapnigan, who
was prnpcseé hy‘ha¢k McCarthy of Kilfinene, had no seconder,
Therefore, I wasideclared electad. Of course, there should
have been maetinéa of every Company to select delegates to
attend the Brigade meeting referred to, but such correct
procedurs was no¥ possible at the time and was very seldon
carried out. Tha meeting in Galbally was probably as

representative as any that were being held at that particular
1

time and, frfm my point of view, it would have been all the
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better if it ha& been more representative and more regular,

I should mantioﬁ here that it had been agreed some time
previously that:we would try to work on and build up the
organisation in'faca of the conscription issue, and
O'Hannigen had peraonally asked me to give directions to
Ballylandera anﬂ Ardpatrick Companies that they were to

take orders frog him, At the meeting, O'Hannigan made some
sort of pwotast:to the effect that they could not accept the
result of the aieetion and that there was an irregularity
in convening thé meeting.

There was very great military activity at the time,
and every arfnrﬁ was being made by the Volunteers to secure
arms of any ﬁeséription. Sedn McLoughlin, who was
organising arcunid the Tipperary area at that particular
time, had, in consultation with others, drawn up rather
elaborate planslfor Tresistance to conscription. He was a
good organiser and had a good deal of military training as
& boy scout |and Etherwise, but the manner in which he
carried out his work did not always appeal to the rather

easy golng countrymen. He was a bit too spectacular and

had too much discussion.

Early in May, I9I8, there were to be general mobilisaties
in each Brigade %rea, but the orders were called off by
Headquarters| as they did not want to give the British an
opportunity of identifying the officers in each area.

About this time, I went to Poblin, bringing MeLoughlin's
plans with me. |I must have handed them in the evening
previous to my m%eting with Cathal Brugha and Dick Mulcahy
in Brugha's office, because they appeared to be acguainted
with them. |McLoughlin's scheme of organisation called for
the setting up éf what ﬂe referred to as the Southern Command.

|
They did not|appear to me to be impressed with these Plans
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but, strangely}enough, Mulcahy asked me 1f I was prepared
to act as 0/C of this command. I replied that I did not
feel at all equal to 1t, and that they must have many men
better qua]iified. I then learned that O'Hannigan had entered
a protest at anﬁquarters agalnst the appéintment of
Commandant |for ‘the Galtee Brigade area, saying that the
electlon had been altogether irregular. I suggested that
they shouldl order another election and arrange for proper
supervisionl, I referred to the man (Sedn 0'Dea) they had
sent to the| area, who had failed to kéap his appointment
and who did|not appear to be at all competent to deal with
the situation. The matter dragged on, and I again

demanded a proper ingquiry, cutlining the details that shoulé
be dealt with. One thing about which I was very much
concerned was the broadcasting of statements to the effect

that headquarters d1d not want me in the position of
Brig&tliera

It was [in these circumstances that I got in touch
with I.R.A. [Headquarters and suggested, as the most
Batisfactﬁrr solution, that an inquiry should be held.

The message |to headquarters, which I had sent by hand, was

evidently received by Mick Collins, because I later
received a despatch from him, saying that he had arranged

to send a Commandant of general rank to this inquiry.

Sometime afterwards I got a message one evening,
telling me to mﬂ?t this offlicer the following day at the
I.50 p.m. train in Knocklong. I went to Knocklong
station to meet 1111& train, but the officer did not arrive.
Intending tol|wait for the evening train, I went into a
house in Enocklong but somehow felt that Knocklong station
was rather a |public place, many people getting on and off

the train, as well as local people seeing me on the platform
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and that it would be a mistake to stay too long in the

vicinity.

I moved some distance away from the town.

While cyeling on a back road to Garryspillane, I observed

three R.I.C. men approaching on bicycles.

As T did not

like the 1ldea of turning around and moving off, I sat on

the fence, [holding my revolver.

When some distance away,

the R.I.C. [men dismounted and walked in my direction.

When they were within about two hundred yards, they

remounted their bicyeles and rode paat me.

They, as well

a8 many other members of the R.I.C. from Hospital,

Kilmallock

and Felton, concentrated on the station, so that

it was evident that my presence at Knocklong had been

reported.

train.

Cn the

Commandant

which place he had arrived that morning.

Commandant

|
I did not attend the arrival of the evening

3 following day, I recelved a despatch to meet
O'Rellly in the vicinity of Ballylanders, at
When I met

O'Reilly, I discussed with him the matter of

the prcposed"inquiry, and I gave him an outline of what

the subjects of the inquiry should be.

Arrangements were

made to hold the inquiry in the vicinity of Knocklong.

The officers of the different Companies in the area were

asked to attend and arrange for the presence of all who

might be interested or could give any assistance at the

inquiry.

Donnchadh O'Hannigen, Jack MceCarthy and

Tadhg Crowley put forward charges ageinst me at the

opening of
failure to

brought to

the Inguiry, the principal one bheing of

act on a despatch supposed to have been

e by Seén Trescy, delivered to me at ten p.m.

on Wednesday of Easter Week and on which 1t was sead

I took no artlﬂp until twelve o'clock.

I have relsted

the circums{tances of REaster Week which bear on this.
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rege wag that a EZraitish nilitary officer had
to or had seem some of my demepatches. This
other charges were not dealt with at the

though I agked that they should be,

O'Hannigan, Orowley and McCarthy, proceeded

ngth to exemine Volunteers regerding time of

Seén Trescy's arrival end time of issue of mobilisation

orders.

After what appeared t0 be hours of thas

I protested against waste of time, regarding something

very easily explained, and gboul a despaich that did not

exist, but

it continued, and time was frittered away.

I actually had no opportunity of calling those whom

I wished to| testify, or of dealing with the most

important matter, that is, the way in which

Headguarter

nder
Ceptain of
Commeandantl

5 had been invoked.

examination Filliam Quirke, who had been

the Galbally Company and was then
of o, 2 Battalion, asked why he should have

t0 answer cuestions on these matters put to him by

people or men who had not been sctively assoclated with

the 1neiden

gvery part of the hgll;

andagnant
of his dete

Under

te. There was spontaneous gpplause from

o adLy
Commandent O'Rahilly got very
d spoke very strongly of his guthority and

mination to exercise 1t.

exanination and cross-exsmination it was

meny times testified that Volunteers, officers and

Compenies had been told that I was not to be recognised

by order of

were named.

Headguarters, The indivaiduals responsible

Seédn Wall was taking notes, which must have been a

wearying J3ob.

He and others went to sleep towards
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morning and| the Inquiry was eventually abandoned, apparently
unfainished. In the cirumsitances it seemed strange that
IRFrLLyY

when Commandent O'Rahilly arraved back a couple of weeks

or so laler|he called meetings in each Battalion area
separately at which he read out a report that the

Erigade as constituted should be dissolved, the

Companies 1n Cark and Tipperary going in with formgtions
in their respective Counties, and East Limerick to form
an area. He stated, in regard to the rumours circulated
agbout me, that such rumours existed but thaib

iir. O'Hannigan had nothing 0 do with them. Ha found
that I got g despatch on the Fednesday of Easter Yeek at

ten p.m, and had not acted on 2t until twelve o'elock,

I attended the Battalion meeting in EKnocklong,
also Captain Quarke and Iaeutenant Scanlon, I protested
against the manner an which the Inquary had been held,
also against| the findings, and sard that I would insist

on Headguartprs deslidg with the matter, that I considered
that the findangs, such as they were, should have heen
announced by Uqlfigilbjflyg t0 @ single meeting representative
of the Brigade, as had been done in the case of the
Inguiry, that there was not much meaning in calling
meetings of small groups Iin each Battalion sres.
O'Rahilly waL. very indignant and said he had already
wasted sufficient of his valusble time without having to
put up with that sort of thing. Iaieutenant Ssanlon told
him that his|aciion was outrageous and that he had no

o R B
right whatever to dissolve the Brigade area. O'Rshilly
$0ld Scanlon jhe was suspended, and when Captain Fuirke

protested he |also was suspended.

o REccd)”
0'Rahilly then ordered me to proceed with him to

Cush to attend a Battalion meeting in that area. I said

that, considering his atiitude end what he had done to
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the two officers because of their protest, I refused,

end I was also suspended,

I perhaps should mention that et Lhe Battalion
meeting which had Just been held I was elected

Gommandsnt of that Battelion.

ey’ |
They evidently found Commandant 0'Rahilly's report

unsatisfactory at the other Battalion meetings, and the

guestion was very specifically asked 1f I had been found

gullty of a |dereliction of duty, and 1f there was any

reason why I should not hold office, In any case I was

elected Commandont of each of the three Batftalions in
OKErce y

the Lamericlk area. O'Rehally saird that nothing definite

could be done agbout 2t until 1t was decided of which
Battalaion I ishould take command. It does not appear
that he made| any reference to the fact that I was
suspended, and a short lune afterwards I got a despetch
saying, "Youl are hereby suspended for disdheying sn order

of @ superior officer", signed "ilichael Collins",

me result of all of thais was a state of complete
disorganieation over the vwhole areas. we did, of course,
carry on as an organisation such as we had been, ignoring
O REwe)s |
O'Rah1lly‘'s Trﬂer so far as our area was concerned.
That was also done in parts of gork, Tipperary and

Limerick.

I awalted the exvected courtmartial for my alleged
indiseipline, at which I hoped 40 have the matters
I complained |of threshed out, that all matiers affecting
the area would be gone into, and that Headquarters would

eventuslly have to take some action in the matter.

Weeks ﬂasaed'by and nothing hapvened until the

ineidente assocrated with the rescue of Sefin Hogan at
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EInocklong. That, of course, created an extraordinarvy
s1tuation. Iareutenants O'Brien and Scanlon had been

wounded, as|well as Sefn Treacy and Dan Breen, and the

principal business after Enocklong was having then
locked after, and thear frequent removal from place to

rplace to evade arrest.

411 this should have had some effTect on
HeaﬂqnartersE I learned praivately that in the matter of
my courtmart

QR ELLY
O'Rahilly was very definitely opposed to any re-opening

al Collins and Mulcahy had wanted a1t but

of the Inguiry, and the matter was left so.

&1l of| these things, and i1n a way also the

Enocklong incadent, had a bad effect on diseipline in the
area, Theré was much bitterness, At one time gome
officers in Galbally were told that 1f they did not chey
orders there|would be bloodshed. If those wno said that
haed not beaten a hasty retreat ihere might have lheen

bloodahed onjthat particular ocecasion. There was & 10t

of ialk about shooting, most of which meant nothing in
particular, But at the same time such a thing could have
happened the At one time in conversation with some of
the offlcarsnLt was thought that I was carrying t00 much
responsibility, end one of ihem, Captain Quirke of
Galbally, asked me was it really wise to try to carry on
and build up mn organisation when evidently there was not
proper control snd certain people could use it as they
pleased. This disorganisation was affecting polirtical
and other activaities. In taime I had associgtions with
all of these &nd 1t was most unpleasant. Sefn Wall had
found he had & rather difficult taex to perform. He was
at that time doing excellent work as Chaxrrman of the
gounty Councal and in the edministration of Sinn Féin, and

the mailytary grtoation must have been s s8traln on him and

[}
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i 0 his work.

ame 1n 1919, following the Xnocklong rescue,

age Lelling me that I was t0 go 10 Dublain to

a meeting with Commandant Wall, O'Hannigan and

0 Muarthallel,

"I replied that I was not prepared o0 go

to Dublin for sucn a meeting, and that I would, ‘under no

circumstances, sit at a table with O'Hannigan and

¢ Muarthillel

At a Feis ain Kilkinsne in that year Seédn wWall spoke

to me regarding the disorganisation an ths area.

to thaink that I was personally responsible,

I t0ld haim

that there we[ls a lot more in 1t than that, that the

position wae |becoming impossible for me, and that 1f he

thought he could ‘manage 1%t I would give him a free hand and

legve the are

a altogether. This conversation with

Seén ¥Wall togk place some time between the Solcheadbeg

ambush and the rescue at Enocklong,

Jim Scanlon g

I remember meeting

t that taime. He was arranging to disarm

some police, but finding that I was lame he would not

tell me anything sbout 1t.

Enocklong bec
after the lat

Followal

position an

It mugt have been befors
e Scanlon was wounded and went on the run

ter incident,

ng this conversation the matter of the

he Volunteers came up for discussion at a

meeting of the Comhairle Ceanntair of JSinn Péin an

Hospital, at which I was dresent.

Tolunteer mat

protested tha

It was said to be a
er, Some of the delegmtes present

it was much more than that, that 1he whole

area was affected by.it and demanded that something

should be done

T unders

L]

t0o0d that the Cabinel of DA1l Rreann

bhecame conecerned and I went to Dublan in connection wiih

He ssemed
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the matter, I was not errested at the time of the

German Plot rcound-up in lay 1918, having been on the run

already, but the day after my arrival an Tublin,
aeptember 3rd, two detectives arrested me 1in College

Green, s0 that that particular Inguiry was never held.

I shguld state that while all trnis was {tsking
place I had never taken 1t upon nyself to gppoint an
officer, 1&5 the conaiitution of the Voluniteers
provided ihat officers should be elected, the matisr was
left entarely to the Compan:es, Battalions, etec,, but as
1% happened this system gave rise, in some cases, to
personal jealousy. dnother matter which raised
difficulties 1n this way was ine case of men who while
they actually were Volunteers, could not be sctively or

publicly asbBocaiated with volunteer activities because of

thear employment, For instance, employees of the Local
government Board, the Post Office and the Boagrd of
Education, re'lighle to lose their employment 1f they
were known 0 be Volunteers by the Bratish guthoritaes,
and were 1n|fact recuired to sign s statement affirming
that they were not members of thalt Organisation. Prior
to Baster Week the problem of tne signing of this
affarmatron [arose gnd instructions were issued by the
Volunteer Chaief of Staff, Eoin lNeWeill, that those
concerned weré to 8 1ipgn such statementc and sever ftheair

outward connection with the Volunieers,

Michael Hanafin, National Teacher, and Joe Crowley,
whose father; held the Post Office in Ballylanders, were

two of those| affected by the han on Govermment

employees servaing as Volunteers, and who, consegquently did
not sneswer the mobilisation call in Easter Week, That

would be guifte alraight and understandable in the
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gircums tances 1f they had not indulged aftgrwards in
severe criticism of my orders for mobilisation as having
been i1ssued without proper authority. I might add that
these people|were the first 0 meke chacges against me
to Thomeas. g4she, on the occasion of his wvaslt in 1917,
pointing ocut|to Ashe that I had mismansged the local
situation In|1916, and, that 3f I haed acted as they
considered I |ought %0 have done, the R,I,C. Barracks with
their arms could heve been captured.

I.R.B.

In this way the
felt that they had the support of local opainion

in the distryct in thear desire to get rid of me.

After nmy release on 16th liarch, 1919, I returnsd to

the Galtee area. There were receptions and meetings of

welcome being held =21l over the country, in honour of the
relessed PPlJOHEPﬁ, and in my ares, when I was sbout to
address the people, several officers aspproached me with
the suggestion thﬁt I should desl publicly with the
matters al l1spue ;n connection with the locgl split and so
pul an end to

this business,

However, I did not refer to

1t 1n the course of my address as I felt that 1t could

do no good to|discuss these thaings in public, until and

unless a proper settlement and understanding had been

arrived at Between those concerned,

The Knocklong incident had an extraordinary
effect in the|aresa. After {that event, numbers of men vho
had hitherio own little interest wanted to be actively

assoclated wi tne movement, I observed also, that

| 8efn §all's efforts at orgenisation were now being
supported by nen like FMed Lynch, who had come to Hospital
||| some time previiously, and Thomes kalone, who had been

| appointed county organiser for Sinn Féin, so I reslised

that my own efiforts in this particular svhere were now of

less, importanc

2 than hitherto.
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For ithis resson, as well as the peculiar dirfficulty

of my posifion, as narrated in this statement, I accepted

an appointment from the Irish gericultural QOrgenisation

Society at

daterford. Wy financial position at the

time made 1t essential that I should take up this

emplovment

was now atb

when 1t wae offered and as my headquariers

Jaterford, my connection with the East

Iimerick vVolunteers therefore ceased from that date.

Iy J0b|with the Iraish ggricultural Crganisation

Jociety at
of ecapatal

and the Fsheries round the coast,

success, in

faterford was concerned with the organising
for the Waterford Dressed ieat Indusiry
Having had some

this . field, I was, a few months later, i1mvited

t0 become organiser and inspector of the Hational Land

Bank, whaich

Due t
at the time

movemens.

I accepted.

0 all the circumstances here narrated, I felt
that I had been pushed out of the mirlitary
On the other hand, I glso Telt that the work

on which I was now engapged, ithat is, the financial and

econamice rehabilitation of the countey, was of very

considerabl

national importance, so I decided to give

ny whole attention and my best efforts to this aspect

off things fnom then on,
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