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STATEMENT BY DANIEL COREERY, ( :

Casement St.. Macroom, Co. Cork.

I have already furnished a statement covering my
activities in the period up to and including Easter Week,

1916.

When, with the other prisoners from Macroom who
had been arrested after Easter Wéek, I was released from
Frongoch Internment Camp, we arranged with the other Cork
prisoners, who were released at the same time, to hold a
meeting in Macroom on the:date of the annual spgrts meeting
there about mid-August, 1916, This meeting, which was
held in Regan's licensed premises, was attended by
representativeé from practically every Volunteer unit in
Cork City and County. This was, I think, the first
recorganisation meeting held anywhere foilowing Baster Week,

Sedn Sullivan from Cork City presided. At this meeting,

" it was decided to set about reorganising the Volunteers

immediately.

A1l vresent at the Macroom meeting returned to thelr
own areas and took early steps to establish Volunteer units
in their districts. Iﬂ Macroom area, we organised units
in Clondrohid, Ballinagree, Kilnamartyra, XKilmurry and
Macroom, A1l these units had been organised hefore the
end of 1916, A1l sections drilled in secret, and

recruiting was intensified as the year 1917 advanced,

Wihen the order to parade in public was issﬁed_by
G.H.Q. towards the end of the summer in 1917, all companies
held public parades regularly. Arising out of these
parades, I was arrested gbout the end of September, 1917,

es were a number of other officers throughout the country.



The me jority of the officers arrested in the South were
taken to Cork Gaol, Included in the priSoners here were
Tomds WacCurtain, Terence MacSwiney, T,D. Sinnott (Wexford),
Frank kcGrath (Nenagh), Sedn Keane (Mitchelstown), Paddy
Cahill (Tralee),and a number of other Kérrymen whose

namee I cannot recollect. There were also a number of

men from Limerick and Clare. We were all charged with
illegal drilling, tried by courtmartial and sentenced to
varying terms of imprisonment. The prosecuting solicitor was
Jasper.Wolfe, Crown Solicitor, Skibbereen. Some days
afiter being sentenced, we all went on hunger-strike,

Vie were released under the Cat and Mouse Act after we

had been a few days on strike.

Dufing the gsutumn of 1917, several ralds for arms
were carried out by the men of the Macroom Company.
Several shotguns were seized in these raids, and, in
addition, a number of shotguns were surrendered to the

Volunteers by friendly disposed persons.

In December, 1917, Eamon de Valera undertook an
organising tour of the country, during which he addressed
numerous meetings. When he came to Macroom, we organiséd
a pig parade of all units in the district. The strength
of the Volunteer organisation in the area was revealed
by this parade,aﬂd atfracted a great deal of attention,

Ag a result, the interest of the young men in other districts
was aroused, and units varying in strength from 20 =50

were now organised in Kilmichael, Rusheen, Canavee,
Ballingeary, Inchigeela, Ballyvourney and Cooles withiﬁ a

few weeks.

Early in 1918, as the British threatened to enforce

Conscription, there was a greatly increased interest in



Volunteer activities, The strength of all units increased

and, in many cases, doubled. There were now Tifteen

- companies in Macroom district, as Tfollows - Coachford,

" Rylane, Aherla, Kilmichael, Rusheen, Canavee, Ballingeary,

Inchigeela, Ballyvourney, Coolea, Macroom, Clondrohid,
Ballinagree, Kilnamartyra, Kilmurry. These units were
now organised as iMacroom Battalion, Cork Brigade. The

area embraced extended from Ballincollig to the Kerry

border. The first officers of the battalion were: -
0/C - Daniel Corkery (Witness)
Vice 0/C - Jack Lynch
Adjt, - Charlie Browne _
@/M ~ Charlie Hartnett (I think).

The eatablishment of the battalion meént that
I was now practically engaged full time on organisation
and training dufies. The jdﬁ of enéuring that the new
recruits to all units were whipped into shape necessitated
regular visits to all companies, It wgs also necessary
to organise dispatch routes and to deal with correspondence
from H.Q.,, transmitting, where necessary, orders té the
various units, The Battalion Council, which consisted of
the battalion officers recorded above with the 0/C of each
company in the battalion, held regular meetings at
Jortnightly intervalé. At thése meetings, reporis were
submitted by each Company O/C and were considered by the
Council. Where it was considered necessary, these
reporis were submifted to Briggde H.Q. for further
considération. In addition to deéling with the work of
the batvtalion, I had to attend regular meetings of the

Brigade Council,

The possibility that the British would enforce
Conscription necessitated the provision of arms, ammunition

and weapons of all kinds for our men.  Every available
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weapen in the area was ﬁow taken over by the Volunteérs;
pikes were fashioned in the local forges; canister bombs
of various kinds were improvised; gunpowder and buckshot
were manufactured. These activities were normal duties
in all company areas at this period. In addition, all
units were engaged in organising the general ovublic for

the coming fight.

Since the reorganisation of the Volunteers
following Easter Week, the organisation of Sinn Féin clubs
throughout the country went hand in hand. The Sinn Féin

organisation at this period was mainly composed of Volunteers

and the members of their families. In many cases

the officers of the Sinn Féin clubs were also officers in
the Volunteers. Wherever there was a company of Volunteers,

there was also a Simnn Féin ciub. Sinn FEin was now

organised on the basis of  the existing British electoral

system of constituencies, Sinn FPéin Executives were now’
set up in each area, on which all Sinn Féin clubs in the
areg were represented. The mid—bork Executive of Sinn Féin
controlled an area larger than Macroom Battalion, and
included the districts of Blarney, Millstreet, Macroom,
Donoughmore. I was elected Chairmaﬁ‘of this Executive.
Other members were Revd. ¥r, Breen (Millstreet), W.L.
Kelliher {Blarney), Paud 6'Donoghue (Goachfora), and - -

Mahony (Berrings).

The Volunteers were engaged in all activities
which would hélp to boost the national morale at this time.
Several aeriochts were organised throughout the area -
mainly by our men, The majority of these gatherings were
proclaimed by the British, but were held in defiance of
thelilr armed forces on many occasiops. - Usually when an
aeriocht was proclaimed at oné venue, it was held at another,

often in the neighbouring parish.



An aeriocht was held in Ballyvourney early in
July, 1918, A nunber of armed R.I.C; mén from
Ballingeary attended the gathering. This R.I.C. party
were attacked on their way back to their barrack by
some men from Ballyvourney, Reinaree and Ballingeary
Comﬁanies. Their arms were selized. As a result of
this ettack, fMartial law was proclaimed in Macroom
district. This was the first time that Martial law

was proclaimed in Ireland.

The imposition of martial law led to increased
enemy activity in the area, but it also helped to
intensify Volunteer activities because all now felt
that there waé a fight in prosvect. Raids by enemy
forces in én effort to arrest prominent Volunteers
were a regular feature of life in the area. As a
result, the vast majority of officers in the district
were 'on the run'. The necessity to procure arms was
now bécoming very dﬁﬁious and all Voluntesrs were
endeavouring to establish the wheresbouts of hidden
weapons. Raids for any available arms were now a
regular feature of our activities, The anxiety of the-
Voluhteers to dbtain arms is typified by the actions of
the men of Macroom Cémpany; three of whom, although
unarmed, attacked a British soldier in Castle St.
and seized his rifle on November 23rd 1918. During the
first week or so in January, 1919, another party from the
same company,.armed with sticks, attacked a military
patrel at Tinker's Hill and captured three rifles,

In December, 1918, a General Election to elect |

to the British House of Commons was held, Sinn Féin
candidates, who were pledged to abstain from attendance

in the House of Commons, were elected in all constituencies
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in the South, except Waterford City. As a matter of
fact, with the exception of a few constituencies in
FNorth East Ulster, Trinity'College-and Waterford City,
Sinn Féin swept the country. The Sinn Fdin candidates
were, in fact, returned unoprosed in the vast majority
of the areass. There was no coniest in mid-Cork
constituency as.the Sinn Féin candidate - Terence acSwiney
was returned unopposed. Our main activity in
connection with this election consisted of the
transporting of about 30 men from the battalion to
Wéterford City, where they were engaged in protection
duty.' Here Captain Willie Redmond was elected.

by a majority of about 500 votes over Dr, Vincent White,

the Sinn Féin candidate.

£t this stage, Cork Brigade of the Irish Volunteers,
which embraced some twenty battalions covering the
whole county, was divided into three brigades numbered
one, two and three. My battalion (uacroom) now
became the 7th Battalion of 13 brigade. The other
battalions in the brigade were -~ Cork City (Nos. 1 and 2),
Ovens {No. 3), Cobh {No. L), Whitechurch {¥o. 5),
Donoughmore (Wo. 6), Ballyvourney (o. 8), snd Passage
West {(No. 9). The respective areas controlled by
the three Cork brigades now approximated to fhe
following: - | ‘
Cork Ho. 1 - Cork City, Kid and East Cork.
i o2 - HNorth Cork,
" "3 - West Cork,
I should mention that, at this stage, Macroom
Battalion, with 15 companies, was divided into two,
and a new battalion composed of the comvanies at the

western end was organised with Ballyvourney as H, Q.



This battalion was numbered 8. It consisted of
Ballingeary, Ballyvourney, Inchigeela, Kilnamartyra

and Coolea Companies., Some short time later, Coachford
Company was transferred to the 6th Battalion (Donoughmore),
and Aherla Company to the 3rd {QOvens). We had now ten
companies in.Macroom Battalion - Macroom {2), Rylane,
Rusheen, Canavee, Ballinagree, Kilmarry, Clondropid,

Kilmichael, Toames.

The overwhelming success of the Sinn Féin‘
candidates at the General BElection gave a boost to
Volunteer activities, and the general public as a whole
became more interested in our movements. Funds to arm
and equip our units were more readily obtainable, but

it was not easy to procure the arms.

The successful Sinn Féin candidates assembled in
Dublin on January 21st 1919 and set up a Government for
the Irish Republic. This'governmenf established in due
course a bepartment of Defence, and the Volunteers, who
had up to this been controlled by their own Executive,
agreed to be controlled by the new department. They
'now became the official:Army of the Irish Republic -

the I,R.,A.

Training was now intensified throughout the

country, Selected men in each company were trained

as scouts, signallers, engineers, intelligence and
transport officers, Battalion manoeuvres were held
regularly, and nearly all men in the battalion (Macroom?}
were trained in the care and use of the rifie. In

some cases, the training officers were not menmbers 6f

ithe I.R.A. but were }eliable_men who had seen service

with the British Army in the World War (1914-1918).



I was now engaged full time travelling through
the area - attending to organisation and training
as well as aittending meetings éf the Brigade and
Battalion Councils, At this time, all units were also
rengaged in the collection of the first loan floated by

D4il Eireann - the Government of the Irish Republiec.

When the men of the Balljvourney Battalion
attacked a military patrol at the Slippery Rock,
Coolavookig, on 7th September, 1919, they captured their
arms and bicycles. As a result, we expected that the
gnemy garrison in Macroom would take reprisals in
the town. i assembled about sixty men - armed wiﬁh
shotguns, rifles and home-made bombe ~ and we took up
ambush positions in various parts of the town Dbut
mainly in the vicinity of the R.I.C. barracks and on
the road to lMount Massey where the military were stationed,
about 10 p.m, ¥We remained in position until dawn
next day, when we returned 1o our home areas as there

was no enerny activity.

The administration, organisation and training
of the battalion now occupied my full time, I was
continually on the move around the various companies
on training and inspection duty. The intelligence
seryice, to which I paid much attention, was now

. becoming very efficient, and the movements of all
enem&ﬁforces -~ police or military - were recorded in
each company area and furnished to Battalion H, Q. |
at weekly intervals, and sometimes at shoftér notice
if the circumstances of the particular enemy activity

warranted such action.



The next major activity in the.Macroom area

was the attack on Kilmﬁrry R.I.C, Barracks on the
. night of January 3rd 1920. This was a battalion job
carrie@ out under my command, About sixty men drawn
from various companies took part in the attack, which
was unsuccéssful. They were armed with shotguns; three
or four rifles and canister bombs.. The barrack was:

an isolated building Standing about % mile south of
 Kilmurry village. It was surrouﬁde& by a low wall
~which enclosed yards at the froni and rear of the
bui}ding. Positibns were occupied all round_the
buiiding under cover of .the wall surrounding the yards
aﬁd at a distance of about twenty yards. £1]1 men were
iﬁ fosition about 11 p.m., when fire was opened on the
building and several bombs were thrown‘at the door.

The garrison replied to our fire and the shoofing
continued intermittently for about two hours, As there
was theﬁ no prospect of capturing the barracks, and
the;gafrison refused to surrender, I decided, in
conjunction with Charlie Browne (Battalion Adjutant),

to call off the engagement. All sections then withdrew

to their own company areas.

Qur activities were now intensified, and every
available opportunity to-harass the enemy throughout
the area was utilised. All Company O/Cs were
instructed to attack the eneny whenever they appeared

‘in their districts in suitable strength. lA‘cting on
these instructions, the men of kacroom town companies
attacked .an eneny transport squad at Mount Massey on
March‘15th 1920. They captured four training rifles.
There were only four men in the I.R.A. attacking party
and, as'far as I can-recollect, three of them were:

Dick Browne, Jimmie Murphy, and - " Kelleher.



10,

When the general order for the destruction of
evacuated enemy pasts was received at ﬁaster, 1320,
three posis were destroyed by members of the local
companies. . About one hundred men were engaged in these
operations, either as scouts, outposts or in the actual

demolition parties.

As the year 1920 advanced, our activities were
intensified and a number of attacks on R.I.C., barracks
throughout the brigade were planned.. Blarney R.I.C.
post was attacked on June 1st 1920, and on June 9th
we carried out an attack on Carrigadrohid R.I.C. barracks.
There was a large force of men -from the various companies
in the battalion (Macroom) mobilised for this job,
as all roads in the area had to be bloéked to prévent
the érrival of assistancg from Ballincollig or Macfoom
© for the beleaguefed 2arrison, The majority of |
the men mobilised for this job were engaged on These
roadblocking and outpost activities. The covering
parties ét the front and rear of the barracks nunbered
about forty, and were armed with rifles, shotguns
and home-made bonbs, They were in position about

11 pem.

The main attacking party, which proposed to enter
a house adjoining the barrack and smash through the
roof so that they could get on to the roof of the
barrack, consisted of "Sando" Donovan, Sedn Hegarty,
Florrie O0'Donoghue, Wm. Powell, Joe §'Connor and myself,
We then pioposed to smash the roof of the barrack,
pump paraffin oil through the opening and then set the

building on fire. We forced an entrance
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to the post office, which adjoined the R,I.C.

barrack. We entered through a window in the gable
end. We took with us a guantity of varaffin oil in

a drum, s pump to force the oil through the hole ih
the roof of the bérrack, and tools to smash through
the roof. Having taken over the post office, we
proceeded to smash our way through the ceiling and
roof pf the building. When we reached the reoof of
the post office, we smashed a hole in the roof of the
barrack and immediately began pumping paraffin oil
through the opening. We then set the paraffin on
fire, I shoula have mentioned'thgt the garrison.had
started shooting through the windows and loopholes
immediately we had begun to smash our way through the
roof of the post office, This fire was bheing replied
to by the menibers of the covering parties at the Tront
and rear of the building while we continued our efforts

to set the barrack on fire.

We had now been attacking the barrack for about
two hours, and the fire which we had succeeded in
starting in the upper floor did nct sppear to be mgking
very much progress. We now collected some blankets and .
other bed clothes in the fost office, &nd having éoaked'
them in the remsinder of the paraffin, we pushed them
tﬁrough the hole in the roof of the barrack. Wé then
set them on fire, and in a few minutes the upper floor
of the barrack appesred to be burning fiercely,

The garrison was called on-to surrender, and there was
no reply. There was now hardly any shooting by the
garrison and they appeared to have withdrawn to a room
on the ground floor at the opposite side of the buiiding.

There was nothing to do now but wait until the fire

had burned through to the lower Tloor, so, as daylight
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was now close at hand, the Brigade and Battalion
officers from Cork City - Séén Hegarty, Jdoe 0'Connor,
Florrie O'Donoghue, "Sando" Donovan -~ withdrew towards
the City (Cork). I remained behind with the covéring
parties from my own battalion in the hope that the

fire would compel the garrison to evacusate. Eventually,
as there was grave danger that reinforcements might
reach the enemy garrison now that day had dawned,
I-decided to call off the engagement. Some time after
we had withdrawn, the garrison evacuated the barrack

and made their way fto Macroom.

On July 12th 1920, tne men of the Macroom
Company were again active when about eight members of
the company attempted to attack a military lorry at
¥ain 3%., but the attack proved abortive as the driver

became sugpicious and accelerated,.

It was customary at this time to carry out
reids on thé mails, both local and district, in all
areas. A1l companies in the battalion {(Macroom) raided
the mails in their own districts at irregular intervals,
but, as far as 1 can recollect, no information of

military value came to light from these activities,

The men from Kilmurry Conipany, in co-operation
with some men from Faeroom itown unit, took up an
ambush position at Lisarda on the Cork-WMacroom road
about six miles from Macroom on August 21st 1320,

They were awaliting a convoy of military which had been
passing the road regularly for some time.  They took
up position in the early morniung and remained zll day,

but the enemy force did not travel.
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Early next day (Sun@ay, August 22nd 1920)
a lorry of R.I1.C. ahd Tans bassed through the anmbush
positioﬁ of the previous day on their way towards
Macroom, The vassage of the lorry was reported to
Wm., Powell -~ a member of the Kilmurfy Coﬁpany - who
immediately reported the fact to his 0/C (Patk. O'Leary)
and sent word to me at Battalion H.Q. A1l available
men from Eilmirry-Crookstown area wefe mobilised at
short notice, énd instructed to report to the ambush
position wihich they had occupied on the previous day.
It was after last Mass - about 12.30 p.m - at
Kilmﬁrry before the mobilisation order was issued, and
it was approaching 2z p.n. befo:e'the'majopity of the men
reached the mobilisation boinﬁ. Only some of the men
had tdken'up positions - mainly south of the road -
when the enemy lorry drove inté the ambush from the
vest (Macroom). It was halted by a cart which had
been pushed across the road‘ﬁy Wm, Powell. Fire was
opened on the occupants, who immediately jumped from
the lorry and took cover behind the roadside fence
north of the road., The excnange of fire continued
for about an hour, aftér which the I.R.A. partylsouth
of the road were forced with withdraw, They had
sustained one fatal casualty (Mick Galvin) and one
wounded {Dan O'Leary). The enemy casualties in the
engagement were never definitely established, but it

was said that two R.I.C, men had been killed and a

‘numpber wounded.

I was in Macroom town area on Septenmber 5th

1920 when three men from one of the town companies

attacked a soldier at Hasseybtown and seized his rifle.

As I anticipated that the military stationed at

Hasseytown might take reprisals for this coperation,

~
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I ordered the mobilisation of ithe men of the two
Macroom Companies (A & B) and placed them in various
positions on the approaches to the town from the two
enemy poste - Masseytown and the R.I,C. barracks.

About éixty men - armed with a mixture of rifles,

emall arms and shoitguns - were engaged on this operation
for a period of sboult a week following the incideni of
September 5th. Hb action developed, as the enemy

forces were confined to barracks after dark.

The men of Macroom Companies were continually
endeavouring tovengage the eneny forces in the town
at this period, They were availing of every opportunity
to harass them. On Wovember 1ith 1920, alsmall party
raided the railway station at Kacroom and seizedla
guantity of milifary stores in the hope that soﬁe others
ﬁould be able to engage an enemy raiding party, but
the enemy did not put in an appearance, Two nights
later, a strong party - armed with revolvefs - took up
anbush positions in the laneways leading off the Main
St.. to await an R.I.C. patrol, but the patrol 4id not
pass, The men then dumped their guns and returned to

their:homes or billets.

About this time, a big number of men in the
battalion (Macroom) srea were ‘on the run'. At a
Brigade Council meeting, I suggested that e number
of the rifles held by the units in Cork City -~ where
they could not be utilised - should be given to my
battalion, Should this suggestion be agreed to, I
undertook to place an Active Service Unit "in the fieid",
The suggestion received favourable consideration, and
notification was received from Brigade H.Q. Just before

Christmas, 1920, that twenty rifles and a supply of
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ammunition would be given 10 us. During the Christmas
holidays, I made arrangements to have the rifles and
ammunitioﬁ collected by a party of men drawn frpm
Crookstown, Kilmurry, Toames and Macroom Companies,

under Charlie Brown (Battalion Adjutant), I think,

We were now well armed, and sbout thirty men drawn
from the various companles in Macroom Battalion were
mobilised for training in Clondrohid area early in
January, 1921. Each man was trained in the care and
use of the rifle, but in view of the scarcity of
ammunition - we had 20 rounds for each rifle - we could
not put the'men through a musketry course. Some men
who were more adaptable than others were returned to
their home units after a week's training, as they were
. congidered pfoficient. They'were peplaged‘by fresh men,
who underwent the.usual course of training. This
procedure was followed for about a month or more, at
the end of which period sporoximately sixty men had
been itralned. It-should be noted that all men selegted
for training had considerable musketry experience
with the miniature rifle, The training officer was
Dan lMcSweeny - an ex member of the Irish Guards.

An acitive service unit with a strength of 27 was now

selected from the trained men, as we had only 27 rifles.

The Brigade Flying Column - composed of men from
Cork City Battalions - and the column from the 8th
Battalion (Ballyvourney) were in an adjoining area at
this period. It was arranged that the Macroom Column,
under my control, should join them in an effort to
engage an enemy convoy at Poulnabro (Coqlnacaheragh)
on the Macroom-Ballyvourney road, about seven miles from

Macroom, The combined force numbered about 60. In
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addition, several men from the local companies were
H

engaged on scouting and outpost duties.

The combined force took up positions at the
selected spot éarly on the morning of February 1ith
1921 (I think). The men from the RBallyvourney and
Brigade Columns, with about six members of.my column
(Macroom) occuvied positions on the northern side of
the rcad under cover 6f some rocks and loose stones.
They were on high ground overlooking the road and were
extended over a distance of about 200 yards. Iin
addition to being armed with riflies, this party had two
machine~guns, As Tar as I can recollect, the maghine—
guns with their crews were positioned on the easlern
flank, The remainder of my column ~ to the nunber of 21
were in position south of the road about the centre
of the ambush position and within distances varying
from 10 to 50 yards of the road. My party was extended
over a distance of about 80 yards. All sections
remained in position throughout the day, but the
expected convoy did not ftravel. The same posilions
were occupied'on two succeeding days, with a similar
résult. The Brigade 0/C (Sedn Hegarty) was in charge
of the combined force, "Sando" Donovan was in charge

of the Brigade Column,

All sections now wilhdrew from the area and moved
into biilets in neighbouring districts., We returned
about the middle of the following week and occupied the
same positions on two successive days, but the enemy
convoy did not put in an appearance., All sections

again withdrew (o billets,

-
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We now left the area for a few days and
returned sbout the middie of the following week,
when we again occupied the positions held on the
occasions of our two previous visits. On this occasion,
we spent a further fruitless day, retiring to billetls
in the area that night. Next mcrning (February 25th
1921), we again movéd into the old positions. We had
only been there a short time - it was sometime after
8 a.,m - when I ovbserved an enemy lorry dfiving slowly
inte the eastern end of the main position, This lorry
stopped directly opposite the men on the easstern flank
of my position., As the occupants of the lorry appeared
to be about to jump from their transport, my men on that
flank opened fire oh them at.a distance of about 50 yards.
All the menibers of my colunn on the southern - side of
the road now copened fire on any of the enemy Auxiliary
force visible to them, At the same time, the sections
on the opposite side of the road took up the engagement.
While the fight was in progress, the ogcupants of several
other enemy lorries detrucked and made thelir way undef
cover of the roadside fences towards a cottage south
of the road to the east of the position dccupied by my
merl. They succeeded in getting into the cottage.
despite the efforts of our men north of the road.
The engagement continued for over two hours, and the
only enemy force of which I was aware was now occupying
the cottage to the east of my position. From our
position we could not bring effective fire to bear on
this building, so we ceased firing and kept it under
close obsérvation in case the occupantis would endeavour
to break out and take our party from the rear. At thie

-

stage, I noticed that shooting had ceased nortih of the

-

road, so I sent one of my men - Dan McSweeny, I think -
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to find oﬁt the position there, He returned after
come time and informed me that there was no trace of
any of our_(I;R.A.) forces on the opposite side of the
road. They had witﬁdrawn from their positions and

retired in a north westerly direction, : -

I now decided that I had no option but to withdraw
from my position.,  Before doing so, it was necessary
to extricate two of my men - Wed Weville and Mick ¥urphy -
who were more or 1less cut off on my eastern flank.
With Charlie Browne (Battalion Adjutant), I moved to
the vieinity of their position, where two of ug opened
fire on the cottage to distract the attention of the
occupants while our itwo nen - Neville and Murphy_— were
working their way t¢ where we were, They eventually
reached us, and sfter a short time the four of us
succeeded in rejocining the other members of our column
(Macroom) at the western end of our position. We then
moved in single file in a westerly direction under
cover of a low fence for a short distance. We #ES&
changed direction, crossed the Macroom-Ballyvourney
road, and moved towards Coomaguire. The'military
reinforcements had reached the ambush position beforé

we crossed the road and began our withdrawgl.

A portion of the main wody, which had heen
engaged at the northern side ¢f the rozd, reached
Coomaguire where they went inito some houses for a meal.
Before the meal had been served up, two lorry loads
of Tans arri?ed in the-vicini%y from Killarney.

This force was engaged by I.R.A'. scouts, The whole
party then succeeded in extricating tvhemselves from
the engagement and withdrew to‘safety. While this

engagement was taking place, my pariy (Macroom Column)
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reached the top of a hill overlooking the valley
in which the fight was in progress, but we were too fTar

away to take part.

After the engagement at Pdulnabro, ammunition
was in short supply as far as my colunm was concerned,
As a matter of fact, when I withdrew from the fight 1
had only three rounds of . 303 -left, Other mémbers or
the colunn, who had not fired so many shots, had a
larger sﬁpply.

o

During the Tirst week in March, 1924, a raiding
party of Tans surprised some unarmed members of the
Macroom Column who were resting in Toames area.

One man - "Neilus" Foley -~ was shot dead, but the remainder
escaped. Some days later, Macroom Workhouse was raided
by the members of the local companies, but I cannot
recollect the purpose of the raid. Later in this month,

-

large enemy forces engaged in a comb-out of the Macroom-

.

Ballyvourney district with negative results.

About this time, the lacroom Column was broken up
into a number of small units. The representatives from
the various companies returned to their home areas,
taking their arms with them, As a general order fér the
destruction of enemy lines of communication had then
been issued, the members of all companies were regularly
engaged on the demolition of bridges, digging trenches
and otherwise blocking roads. The column men in each
company area, as well as other members of the local ﬁnits,
were engaged as armed guards for the demolition parties
whils the operations were in progress. As it was
customary for enemy convoys, who now itravelled in large

parties, to round up the people resident in the vicinity
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of trenched roads and compel them to £ill in the trenches,
the majority of the men in the local companies were

engaged nightly on these activities.

The presence of the men from the column in the
farious company areas helped to hoost the morale of the
locals, They were regularly mobilising small parties
and taking up ambush positions in their areas
in the hope of engaging sm&l; enemy parties which might“
happen to enter the district. On karch 16th 1921,

a few menmbers of the column, with about half a dozen
locals, took ﬁp a position at Caum on the Cork-kacroom
road abpout three miles from kiacroon. They remained in
position from midday until darkness set in, but no
action developed. However, some weeks later - asbout the
end of the first week in Aprii - thé same party occupied
the same posifion and ambushed a patrol of" R, I.C. and
Tans, One Tan was shot dead. - ﬂis revolver and
ammunition were captufed. The remainder of the enemy
party escaped., Again, on April 20th 1921,'three

members of the column and vhree locals from Macroom town
company aubushed a pérty of Auxiliaries at Glen Gate,

. Macroom. All were armed with revolvers. One Auxiliary
was shot dead and his revolver and ammunition taken.

On thé same date, a lorry of military was attacked at
Coolcower on the: Macroom~Bandon road, but the enemy
party escéped. This I.R. A, unit were, at the time,
engaged on protection duty for another séction wlio were

engaged on the demolition of a bridge in the district,

At this stage, my duties as 0/C of the battalion
(Macroom) kept me continually on the move. I was moving
round the area visiting the various companies and ensuring

that the various duties allocated to them were being
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carried out. At the same time, I was seeking to ensure
that any enemy partice enteriﬂg any parivicular area

in suitable strength should be harassed and attacked.

The maintenance of our own lines of communication and
furnishing of regular reports - especially intelligence‘—

was stressed by me to all officers.

on May 6tn 19241, a strong force of military and
police raided my home in ¥acroom and destroyed it oy
bombing.,  On thé same date, the home of the 0/C Kilmichael
Company ("Neilus" Kelleher) was destroyed by fire by
another raiding party. The destruction of Dboth houses
was carried out on the instructions of the British

Competent Military Authority as official reprisals.

I received a notification from Brigade H.Q. on the
evening of Thursday - May 13th'1921 - that it was proposed
to aurrcund Macroom on the night of Saturday, May 1bth.
All roads leadingffrom the town were 1o be held by armed
sections 1in ambush. The men of Donoughmore Battalion
were Lo co-cperatve in this operation with the columns
from the Brigade, Macroom and BallyvourneyrBattaliOﬁs.

In addition, fhe members of the Two companies'from
Macroom town were to take part, | When all positions had
heen occupied, it was proposed to set fire to the house of

a British loyalist (Barnard) on the Coolehane road

ks

n the hope that some vnarties from the enemy garrisons
in the town would come out to investigate. A1l seétions
were in position abhout 9 p.m. on the date arranged,

The paraffin oll and inflammable materials to set the
house on fire were on the spot. Just as everything was

in readiness, the overation was called off by the Brigade

wm
ct

vaff.,



A small column of military from Macroom entered
Bailinagree Gompany area on a raiding expedition
about this time. It was engaged by a. few menbers of
the Battalion Column acting in co-operation with about
six members of the local company (Ballinagree). The
enemy column withdrew hurriedly, léaving some machine-gun

parts behind.

The Governﬁent of Ireland Act, 1920, which was
passed by the British House of Commons, calne into force
in May, 1921, Under this act, Ireland was to be
partitioned, Separate Parliiaments were to be set up for
(1) the six North Eastern Caunties (Antrim, Down; Derry,
Armagh, Tyrone, Fermanagh; and (2) the remaining twenty-six
céunties. A proclamation summoning the two Parliaments
to meet in June was issued by the Bri;ish Lord Lieutenant.

The elections of members to sit in these Parliaments

were held in kay, 1921.

’

The Government of the Irish Republic (D4il ¥ireann)
decided that the elections should be contested and that
the elected candidates viould ve invited to sit in the
D4il, Each successful candidate would be allowed to éit
in D4il ¥ireann on taking the Oath to the Republic, and

the D4il would be representative of all Ireiand.

The system of Proportional Rewnresentation was now
introduced for the first time, and several constituencies
tﬂroughout tﬁe country were re-arranged, Cork County,
whicn had previously been divided into a nunber of
independent single seat constituencies, was now re-arranged
into three electoral areas. A line was drawn from the
county boundary aﬁ Charleville to, I think, the sea at

Cork Harbour. Seven menbers wererto be elected for the

area west of this line - the area to be known as West,



¥id and South Cork. Four members were to be elected
for Cork City, and three members were to be elected for
the remsinder of the county east of the dividing line.

Thie latter area was to be known as East Cork.

I was resident in the area west of the line,
for ﬁhiéh five members had been elected at the General
Election in December, 13918. These men were: Sedn
Hag}es, Michael Collins, Terence MacSwiney, Diarmuid
Lynch, and Paudeen 0'Keeffe. Terence MécSWiney had
since died on hungerfstrike in Brixton Prison, and
Diarmuid Lynch, who was now working for the Republic
in America, had resigned, Pour new candidates had now
to be selected to complete the guota for nomination
with the sitting men {Sedn Hayes,IMick Collins, Paudeen
O'Keeffe). I was selected to replace Terence lacSwiney;
Sedn Hales wes nominated instead of Diarmuid Zynch.
Sedn Moylan, Sedn MacSwiney and Sedn Nolan were then
selected to complete the paﬁel for nomination,
I should have mentioned that Mick Collins at this stage
had decided to contest the Armagh constituency, so that

we had five new candidates in the area.

There was no election in the T.wenty-8ix county
ares, as all the Repdbiican candidates were;returned
unoprosed, We had now been elected W.P.s fo the
Parlijiament of Southern Ireland according to the British,
- whereas in reality we were menmbers of Déilrﬁiveann -
.the Parliement of the Irish Republic. The only
opposition in the area consisted of four members

returned unopposed by Trinity College.

The election in the §ix Counties resulied in
the election of LD Unionists snd 12 Nationaiists and

Republicans.
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The nett result of the election was that the
Republican party held 136 seats out of 180 allotied to
the whole of Ireland. This was a sweeping victory

for Sinn Fdin.

Despite my election to D4il Fireann, my main
interest was to ensure that the fight against the
British was prosecuted as energetically as possible
throughout my battélion area, Intelligerice repnorted
towards  the end of May, 1921, that the British proposed
to occupy HMacroom Workhouse, Arrangements were
immediately made to evacuate the occupants and desiroy
the bullding by fire, The operation ﬁas carried out
about midday oﬁ,May 18th, 1921, by aboﬁt sixty men
drawn from the companieg in Macroom town. Before setting
fire to the building, several patients and old people
had tc be removed to safety. The operation was carried
out by selected men under Mick Murphy (Q/C Macroom "A")

and - Crowley {(0/C Kacroom "B'"),.

-

Barly in June, 1921, a large enemy force
including Majof Percival's colwmn combed out the
Ballyvourney-Macroom area in which our columns were
billeted, but all the fighiing men managed to escape.
The only casualties were three civilians who were shot.
In this round-up, the Brigade 0/C (Sedn O'Hegarty),
the Battalion Adjutant (Charlie Browne), the 0/C
Crookstown Company {Vim. Poﬁell) and myselfl were in
Gurranereigh area when a raiding vparty suddenly made
its appearance. Wihile endeavouring to evade capture,
we worked our way acrose country towards the south east,
.We had not proceeded very far when the Adjutant-(Charlie
Browne) and 0/C Crookstown (Wm. Powel), when crossing a

fence, jumped into a varty of the enemy and were taken

prisoners. I was following on, and when I reached the



fence I saw that the other two had been held up, s0

I signalled the Brigade 0/C (Sedn O'Hegart&)ﬁwho was
following me, We both changed directioﬁ immediately
and escaped under cover of the fence behihd which

our éolleagues were‘prisoners. The prisonérs Were

removed to Cork, but were released about ten days later.

Reports now reached Batialion HJQ._that the
0/C of the British forces in Macroom used to take
occasional walks on different roads in the vicinity
of the town. Several small pvarties were detailed to
take up positions on different roads at various times
over a period of about iten days in the hope that they
cduld make contact with him, but they never appeared to
be in the right place at the right time. . This officer,
in view of the efforts made to deal with him, must have

had a charmed iife.

A lone Black and Tan was shot by some mémbers of
the local company on.ﬁhe Hacroom-liillstreet road about
the end of June, 1521, and his arms were taien,

His body was left on the roadside in the neighbourhood
of Carriganima in the hope that his collesgues would
come to collect it, while I lay in ambush with the
Battalion Column close by. The body was; however,

removed by some local people and buried.

Coolcower House, on the outskirts of Macroom,
was destrqyed by fire on the night of July 7th 1921,
as information had come to hand that it was to be |
occupied by énemy Torces. VThis house was the property
of R.C. Williams,l a hotel proprietor in the town,
The job was carried out by men from the Macroom town

companies,



The last operation prior to the Truce was
planned for July 9th 1921, when four men from Macroom

Eal

Company, armed with small arms, lay in ambush for an
enemny vatrol which'traéelled between the enenmy H.Q.

and the railway station. Although the men remained

in position for over two hours, the patrol did nof‘pass,

so the I.R.A. party withdrew,

My rank at the Truce was C/C Macroom Battalion,

Cork 1 Brigade, I.R.A.

The strength of the battalion at the Truce was

about 700.

The- cessation of hostilities led to a reduction

in the tension existing throughout the area, and the

]

members of the I.R.A., in all areas looked forward to th
-succéssful conclusion of the negotiations with the
British. However, wilthin a matter of days, training
canmps were established in eacﬁ battalion area, and
gselected men from the various companies were called up
to undergo special courses of training, Camps for
Macroom Battalion were held at Clondrohid and Ballinagree,
Each camp was continued for about a fortnight, and the
men in attendance were given an intensive course of
training. On their return to their own units, the
representétives from the ﬁarious companies set up

similar camps in their own company areas. The members

of each company were then trained on the 1ines followed

at the battalion camps. In addition to the camps
established for routine training, the menbers of the
Special Services - espedially engineering and signalling -
were called for traiping to campg set up for the

€

respeclive services..-
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Normel military training went on throughout the
sﬁmmer of autumm of 1921. At this stage, everj menber
of the I.R.A. in the wattalion had undergone a course of
training and was fit to take his place "in the field”

should hostilities vé re-opened,

During :the period to January, 1522, I carried on
as 0/C Hacroom Battalion, I.R.A., as well as attending to
my duties as a menber of D4il Eireann. I attended
several meetings of D4il fireann at which the Progress
of the negotiations with the British were under
consideration. In addition, there were numerous meatimgs
of I.R.A. officers to review the position, so as to ensure
that we would be fully prepared for a resumption of the
fight should the negotiations break down. Arising out
of these meetihgs, orders were issued to mine roads at
sﬁitable ambush positions and to prepare bridges on all
roads for demolition by explosive charges. These

precautions were taken to ensure that our columns could

take the initiative at short notice.

When the Treaty was signed on Decenber 6th, 1921,
there was at first a general air of rejoicing amongst the
pubiic and the I.R.,A. However, within a day or two.
it was 3§alised that the terms of the Treaty did not give
us the Republic for which we had been fighting. We were
now offered a partitioned Ireland, and the general
-reaction of the I.R,A. in the area was one of profound

disappointment,

The meeting of D4il Kireann to deal with the Treaty
was held in Univérsity Collége, Dublin, on December 1ath
1921, I was present at this meeting and at all meetings

in the period to January 7th 1922, when a vote was finally
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taken. The Treaty was accepted by the members. of D4il
Xireann on the voting - for 6L, against 57. I voted

égainst the acceptance of the Treaty.

A Provisionsl Govermment to operate the Treaty
was now set up aﬁd made arrangements to téke over Iron
the British, The Britiéh now began to evacuate the posts
held‘by'them.throughout the couniry. These posls were
taken over in Mécroom area, and ithroughout. the country
generally, b& thé members of the I.R.A. Maintenance units
were installed in all posts taken over from the British
military and police ferces in the district. A permanent
He Qs for Macroom Battaeiion was now established in Macroom.

The staff of the battalion at this time was: -

0/C - Dan Corkery {witness)

Vice 0/C - Jim Murphy
Adjutant - Charley Browne,
&/¥% - Richard Browne.

Routine training was carried on by all units in
the battalion as usual while discussions were going on
in Dublin as to the best meéns of keeping the army united.
The leadguarters Staff of the Army were divided on
the question of the acceptance of the Treaty, as were
several units thfoughout the country. The officers
who opposed the Treaty now reguested the Minister for
Defence in the Provisional Government to summon an Army
Convention. It was agreed to call a convention for
March 26th 1922, Arrangements to hold Brigade Conventions
to select delegates were made, and if was discovered that
avout 80% of the units'of the arny werc opposed Lo the
acceptance of the Treaty. When this_information‘came"to
light, the Hinister for Defence held a consultation with
the Government and it was decided to ban the holding of the

"Army Convention.



Three British Army Officers.arrived in Macroom
Sometiﬁe early in April, 922, Two of them were waﬂted
men - members of the British Intelligence 3Staff - who had
tortured and shoi unarmed prisoners{ They were taken
prisoners by the I.E.A. Torces and lodged in the barracks
which had been itaken over Irom the R.I.C. When their
arrest was réported to Brigede H,Q., instructions wvere
received to-exécufe theﬁ. These orderg were carried out
that night. Next morning, a large force of British troops
entered Hacroom area to search for the missing officers,
Ag they were unable to get any information, they withdrew

after some tinme,

Beyénd normal training,‘there Waé no activity
until the #H.Q. of the I.R.A. in the Four Courts, Dublin,
was attacked on June 28th 1922, A Battalion Column
teo the number of about 50 was mobilised immédiately.
The members of this column joined a number of other units
in the brigade and saw service in several engagéments in
the counties of Limerick, Waterford and Tipperary in the
reriod to early August, 1922. Another column of asboutv 30
men under Chariey Browne (Battalion Adjutant) took vart in
an attack on a garrison of Free State forces at Skibobereen,
This coclumn Was'operating with Cork 111 Brigade. After
an engagement wnich continued over a.period of two days,
the garrison surrendered. — The iacroom Column got fifteen

rifles as their share of Lhe spoils.

Wnen the ¥ree State forces landed at Passage West
on August 10th 1922, the Rattalion Vice 0/C {(Jim Murph&)
was in charge of a coiumn of EO.men from the battalion'
which engaged the landing party. This colummn engaged in
interﬁittent scraps with the Free State ircops for soms

days and was eventually forced to withdraw to its ovm area.



As Tar as I can recollect, the Battalion Vice Q/C {(Jim
Murphy) was capiured ‘during one of these engapements,
He was imprisoned in Cork Gacl Tor a few weeks, at the end

ol which period he managed to escabe.

rzj

The Free State forces were now infiltrating into

our own area (Macroom) and were being engaged as
circumstances permittsed. They were enpgaged by a column

at Xacrecom on August i5th, and at Carrigaphooka on

Ausmast 27th 1922, The Free State garrison occupying ilacroom
was attacked by a strong Batltalion Column operating in
conjunction with the Brigade Column on September 3rd, and

on thé same date an enemy column‘was attacked at Clondrohid.
Several other engagements with Free State forces took place:
in' the months of September and October, %922, in which
columns of varying streagti:s from the Macroom Battalion

were engaged, -

\\

N
At this sfage, there was close co-operation between
the Macroom Column and the columns from Cork 111\Brigade.
On Novenbber Lth 1922, a colum of aboui 50 men Lrom
Macroom ce-operated with a column from Cork 111 Brigade
in the capture of s nunber of posts held by the Free
State forces in Ballineen. On the date of this engagewent

I was taken prisoner in the vicinity of Bealnablath, as

vere Paud O'Donoghue and Con Kurphy who were with me at the

time. I was eventually removed to Cork, and later to
Hare Park Internment Camp. Cwing to the death of my wife,
I was released on parole in July, 1323. I was on parole

until September, 1923, when I was ordered to return to
Hare Park Camp, When I reached the camp, the officer in
charge there had instructions regarding me, but after

making some enguiries he arranged for my immediate transfer



to Mount joy Priscn, Duolin. Some days after my arrival

<L

in Mountjoy, the authorities endeavoured to bring in

more stringent régulations and to treat us, more or lecs
as ordinary criminals. In order %o combat these tactics,
it was decided to go on hunger-strike and to demand ihe
reléase of all Republican prisoners. A1l TI.R,A, prisoners
in Moﬁntjoy, to the number of aboul 400, went on
hunger-strike early in October, 1923 Cur example was
followed by the prisoners in the other Jjails and camps.

I remained on hunger-strike with my felliow prisoners untvil
the strike was called of'f by our own officers about mid-
Noveaber, 1923, when I had been 3L days on hunger-sirike,
Some weeks FTollowing the termination of the strike, i

was transferred with a number of my fellcw prisoners 10
Hiere Park internment Camp, from whicn T was releasged in

April, 1924,

It would not he right to conclude this statement
without paying tributs to the civilian population,
particularly in the poorer and mountainous districts
where gmall farmers fed and housed the columns - often
making their own rations available without thought of
recompensea, The men and women engaged on intelligence
vork for us suppniied accurate information regarding enemny
activities, and, 1in many caseg, at great personal risk,
were responsipie for obtalning arms and ammunition from

friendly nembers of the enemy forces,

Witness: %m&gﬂ
STONY 1613-21

(Invegtigator) BUREAU OF MILITARY HIZTOA
BURO STAIRE MILEATA i3’}

No. W.S. | ) th




