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Srah, Boweasle, f‘.’ounty Mayo.”

I wvas bom in the year '98 in the townland of Srah, parish
MM

of loeenmory County of Vayo. T am the eldest of twelve, eipght
hays and . four girls, My parents were landleas. My father worked
for a seed werchant in Mlaspow. I saw very little of him|except
once a year, vhen he came to take potato workers away. He waa! a good
fathor, and we wore nsver short of the necessarles of life. .
‘ | |
He belonped to a good old Fenian stock. His father and uncles

took Dart; - and a very active part - in the land war. His mcia
Anthony was in charge of the then movement in the bar;nv of Enn!ia.
He was 'on the run' following the shooting of a landlord, V:lcbo?r
Shaen {larter, and one Thomas Barrett, who stated coming from a ?air,
that he could lay his hand on the gan who Bhot Carter. Ev‘entu!ally
he was cgj:tur-ad, but. aut.;ceeded in escaping from custody. Som§ time
later he vas re-captured and sentenced to one year's 1mpriaorme;\t.

. Ve was dlscharged from Omagh 1ail, and went to America where he}disd.
Yy father bought a holding of land in Srah: the aasigrment_raqxl:ired
the landlord's consent. ‘This was refused with the comment "I éau

the day vhen T had to ro on oy knees before that name”,

¥y mother's maiden name was Heffron. Her father was a stono-

i

mason aﬁd also owned a little farm. |

T went to school at the age of four. I wes raeted a good student

‘with more than the ordinary intelligence. The school was then known

as the "Fatlonal"” school, "he principal was very good at ]
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Mathematics, but his national outlook uaa_-not Bo good. Iy mt;t.ﬁex"
teusht me at night, by the big turf fire. She had a lovely voice,
and sang of Frmet, Nwyer, Bitchell and Rossa. As I grevw olde!?r she

zot me to read and recite. "Speeches from the Dock”. It was el;he who
| 1nsf1].1éd into my momory a deep love of country. Finally I riaachad
eight standard, and later was detailed to teach junior clasaes; .
I remember a particular incident :~ I was giving a lecture to; the
' clasa on the landing of the Normans. Naturally I was upholdi?ng the
Irish. The principal sppeared, corrected ms, and said the Irish
were savages before the landing. T felz‘;mmiliated not for myself,
but for the Trish, that I packed up, left school and never retxizrned.
This must have been 1915, and u_ith'_in a year I made myself* L dux'fmv
rifle, ahd hereafter I became engaged in the noble trade of arms.,
The pﬂe;ta wore then, as was later pmed‘, some good and eome:not
8o pood - from the national' st.an&po_int. | |

A small Company of Volunteers was formod in Balmullet in i.ate

1914 or early 1915 and were imown as Hedmond Volunteers. Heraltofore
" there wvas no national organisation. This Company ceased to axiist.
after the formation of a Company of Irish Volunteers in Srah :!.x:;1

October, 1916. At the same time and in the same townlard |a Si;nn Péin

Cumamm was formed. Training pera-om)el were unprocurable and wa had
to have recourse to Rritish Training i.'annals_. Oving to the
geosravhical pesition of the area,we wore very much out of toucl:l.
thataver encouragement wo pot wvas from Michael Kilroy, Newport.,?
although our natural Headauarters should be Ballina., Ve contixi;med
trainine and organising other Companies and the results achievec‘l

|

ware rood.

. S

He continued Close Order Drill during 1917. Flrearms we

scarce, there heing some shot-guns aupmented by dummy guns for




3.

" musketry purposes, Towards the end of the year, I arranged with

a dlacksemith, one . Charles Cawley, to forpe plkes, and we had hundrede
of these shafted. 'l'he‘ first world war uas raging during this time,
Our area suffered from migration, but the threat of compulsory
service across the water sent the majJority of the young men home,

to be ab;!oﬁae_;l into our ranks. A ferman submarine mndé contact with
soms fishermen off the comst. A fuelling base was established.

qu organisation had nothing whatever to do with this. It appears
one fallasher, a sailor from Belmllet, found his way into the Cerman
service, and it was throurh him contact was made with two brothers |
(Yalsh) pale of Mallasher. Patrol waa conveyed some twenty-five .
miles to the townland of Carrateipgue, and through this con_t.ai:t.,
"'-ermﬁr! arms of somn- description were landed. This was virgin country,
as we had not ap yet .pamtratad, but as a result of iriformation
recoived T intorvlouad onc Rowan, of Stonefields, Carrateipgue, He
didn't deny or confirm anything. I arranged a furthef weating, but
he never tumed up., I'm conﬂdant that some arms and ammnition
vere landed, as years later, while u:;rk{ng as foreman in the sams
diatr;tet, on road construction and'deniolisb:lng an old houso for road,
T found some rifle bulleta in walls; the bullets were of foreign
origin. FPurthermore I was presented with a Cerman parrabellum by the
‘local teacher - Master Noherty (deceased). This weapon was later,
while 4n the custody of another man, captured by the then Free State

army.

Prom information collected at the time, T went to considerable
inconvenionce to obtain the arms := One Poye mpms‘enting Ballycastle

Volunteers, whatever hopa, or contact mada,journeyedto a public-house
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4n Pullathomas within scme four miles from Carrateiguo, and as a
result of loose talk,thc R.I.C. of Rosasport took possession of the
stuff within twenty-four hours. The wa;shs , Petrol suppliers, fled
secretly to lanchester, Fngland. They died within the sams waek '
and are buried in the same Churchyard as Allen, lariin and 0'Brien. .

Tho threat of Conscription in 1918 intensified training.
Tield axerciscs were introduced, disc practise, Company drill, "extend
and gl;?;g". also the art of toking cover. This was done secretly on
mooﬁlight nichts and training personrel were sent to train and
organise other Companies. ‘The Sinn Féin organisation grew side by
side. Special services were organised in tho Srah Company in 1919,
such as Simslling and First Add. . There was then only one Brigads in
Yayo, under Joseph McBride, and as yet we had no assistance from
outsids except a visit to my house of Dick Walsm Tom Derrig

(decensed), Yestport.
(A unit of Pianna Treann was formed in 1919 9

" T know they mat the Cc:mparw.ofﬂcere and.gave a lecturc on morale.
T can't romember 1fs they mat or reviewed the Company on paz;ada, dut
I understood they were on a sacret tour of organisation. Ve built |
Compsnv dumps that year, although v had only a smal) number of
practically obsolete shotguns. Some of us were getting mueuq
for .arms, and, following a Company Staff meeting 1'_.' was decided that
I go' to Scotland and procure soms. There was nro fund, but Y was
hoping my father would help us out. Through him I contacted two men
in the "dinhurpgh are.g,' one Bonner of South Queensferry, and the othar
Hyland, off Broxburn. I collected four rovolvars, soms polignito
and detonatérs. Bormer worked in mines, and as far as I lmow Hyland
was I forsat what they cost, but I do know that

my father paid for them.
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Y packed oy stuff into a good second-hand sult-caso, with the
excoption of the detonators, which I carrfed in my waistcoat p;':cketa.
{T d1dn't know as much of. the danger of these then as I dld know in
later years) nncl headed for Srah by Belfast. T arrived in Belfast
in the early morning. 7T was accested by a policeman at the docﬁ.

. He anked me how far I was qoing. I said Enniskillen. "You wouldn't
be going to Belmullet?" says hel  "Not tonight" says I, sort of
casual. ¥y halr stood on end, but he passed on., Ho must have

known ma, but Aidn't connect me with carrying contraband,

Tn due course I arrived at my destination. Later I cycled to
Nowpord and stayed with Pichael Kilroy. T brougﬁt baclk soms 48

bullets in the bicyele tr;mra.
Sinn Fein Coimts vere ostablished I think early in 1920,

Night-pntrols of the R, I.C, began. ‘Ye also patrolled amd
established "listening posts.” Ve bullt a bigger dump to house
our war material. H:I.ehae'l Kﬂ.roy sent on a mjt:;ulcl for making gun
.pellete. We stole all the léad we could get hands on and had it
converted. T was summcned to the County maeting in tho Asylum
grounds in Castlebay, having been previonsly aMnMd Battalion 0/C.
by tho Company 0/Ca of the existing thirteen Companies in the bar;my.
¥our Brigades weve formed in Castlebar, and Tom Ruane, Ballins, becmﬁa
my Arigade 0/C. Communications route was then established with
Ballina and training and intelligence reports furnished regularly.
Later T attended a Brigade meeting in Ballipa. A G.H.Q.
representati;‘:,ggm Nerrig was present, T was surprised to learn
‘that soma of the Pattalions were only at the "Close Order® stage.

I asied for instructions on "Attack and Dafence”, The meoting
couldn't credit that a2 had roached that oatage. On belng questloned,
T satisfied the G.H.D. representative. Thomas Derrig cenfirmed this,



as he taught Technical School at Balmullet and vielted our. parades,

‘We had a grand organisation about this time and we raided
civilian houses, who held firearms on certificates, We burned a
police car outside the barracks at Geesala. We rajded two housas
next the barracks one night for guns.  There were six of us in°
the party. Admittance was refused and the dcors had to be battered
in. At a distance of sbout ten pacos, ons Pat Reilly and T kept
the barrack doors covered. We secured two good shotguns and a good
quantity of cartridgas., I uas surprised that the police didn't

vanture out, since the battering of the doors could be plainly heard.

. 1t was a five man station and four of them werc cut on patrol,

A scout from the Necsals Company was sent to Srah earlier to warn uws,
but he never made contact, as the night was very dark and stormy.

Ye were a cycling party and we. travelled to and from 1n "extended
‘order“_ armad with four revolvers and two shotguns. * On returning
our rear .man (Martin Moran) due, I belleve, to his chain coming off,
lost contact. _The police, without our knowledge, cams in a branch
road and Woran wan captured, armed and masked. As he didn't turn
up at the rendezvous, we sought him on foot, doubling back on the
greon, but the dawm was breaking and we had some four milee to return

home. Moran mot penal servitude,

Civil edministration in the Battalion area was conducted by
Sinn Fein and the 7011mt!;ers policed the district. 0On one occasion
tuo-Volmtear police wers arrested and sent to.Crar.more Prison,
Sligo. Court summonses and Civil Bills were ‘served by Volunteers.
A Court with the status of a Circuit Court today, was held in the
Workhouse, Belmullet, Our Brigads 0/C. wms a member of that Court,
MTuring proceedings the R.I.C. armed with riflec raided, and arrested

Court persormel. T asked permission of Brigade 0/C to disarm

" R.I.C., but was refuzed on the graunda that such an action would



Justify firing on future Courts. Two lorries of Tommies cams from
fastlebar, including a machine-gun section. One Paddy Keans,

John Heston and Y, raised the swing bridge at Belmullet after the lorries
crossed, with a view to their ilsolation. The bridge separated tha

, town from the Yorkhouse, - The parish priest, later Canon Hegﬁrty,.

came forvard and compelled us leavo. . I suppose our act wms fool-hardy,
bt we mﬁeﬁf@g?perate for arms.  The members of the Coirt were released
after a few rléw, the late P.J. Ruttledge among them. He wms a
practising solicitor then. Thias led to his m-arres't; aftervards, as

he refused to apolosise for his presence there.

The Rangor-Frris n.I.c.' barracks ums earmarked for attack. The
erarrigson comp:déed five mon, This must have been the tims outposto
were called in to the larper stations. It was thought we might gain
. admittance by a ruse, but later this vas ruled out, and we decided to
attack. Mm cartridges were re-loaded and I prepared a mine. I took
| three plicked men from the Srah Couwpany armed with revolvers., Ve
contacted menbers of the Bangor-Erris Campany and dug them into
nositions at night., The mine was pleced in position, and I called on
the‘ post to surrender. A woman's voice called, and sald the place was
evacuated earlier that night, - Although the barracks was supposed to
kept. under cbservation, the police slid out, and, according to

|
iaformation received.the following day, we minsed each other by about

one hundred yards, at a road function, They were a cycling';vmrty too,
‘and carried rifles "on the sling". W-a consignad the placa to flamep,
havine first removed the porsonal belongings of the Serpeant's wifo
and her two sons (lads about 16 or 17). Ve got no stores,
Considerable nolice activity followed, and a member of the Bangor
Company wms captured (P. Shevlane). Alth&ugh magkod on that night,

it appears it wes he who was detalled to find alternate shelter for the

occupants of the barracks, and the woman recognised ﬁ:la volice..



He got five years penal servitude.

]
Ia.
]
|
|
|
|

14t me sa” here that we never got any encourapement from the

J
Bripade. On the contrary ! am satisfied that any armed action of

ours was not approved on the blea that once wo attacked, tL sh&;ﬁld

|
be sufficiently armed to continue the fight. Acting on o‘rdera s WA

ralsed a fim4d for arms, As far ss I remepber the smount collected

in the Battalion was £288.10.0. i
|

An R.Y.C. man, a stranger to the adistrict, wearing civiliaim
clothes, wms kil]e(-i in Belmillet on 15th June, 1920. Believeé to be
a detective, he was killed by the T.R;A-.. Somphow I never regarded
thig as an act of war. Ve transferred our war material to a aeu
du;gt;ut. | 'I'ﬁere were a number of'us "on the run". Ve must ha\“ra the
u;rst righting around in Ireland, flat comtry, dominated by two hills,
. 1'::; cover, not a solitary bush. Vie slept mostly in dugouts. il-.'embers
of the Si-ah. Company were fired on one night returning from a tx:~ain1ng
e'ent.re. later two mon ware rounded-up, one an ex-British soldier, & I

pative of the locality, and the other a member of the ascen&anéy gang.

There were two revalvers ft;lmd on their parson. They were taken to

a disused house, courtmartialled and 'orderad to leave the counti,ry for
four years. Some tims later when returning home one nigh|t. ny ébrothor -
navid and T (veturning for a change of clothing) walked 1n|to a]piciugt't.
The plouet comprised one !{ead Const.al;le s two Sergeants and six |Polico, -
We were handenffed, kicked about the place for some time, and riflo

butts were freely used, Ue were taken to the house where|a thorough

!
‘search was made, The £288.,10.0. Battalion fund wvas taken. b'!y mothar
stated it was her property, and one Sergeant Garvey of GCeesala

I
stated that he was satiafied that she kept a certain amount of :money,

and as no list accompanied it, they handed it back.
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|
J

|
A few nights later. the Battalion Vice 0/C., Michael McAndrew
|

(déceased) ;md Peter O'Malley, Battalion 1.0., took posseas:lcr;n of
the money, and had 1t transferred to Brigade Headquarters, The
Rattali;m never received any arms in return. From informatit!m
received fram the late Tor Derrig, in*"ahwmy gaol, one Famon Cannonm,
a nativ;: oi_‘ Weat Mayo, Aetailed Lo travel to Dublin with the I?orth
Vavo Brirade fund, Aif aliw;re he should be able to state what hzippened,
as he waa the Bricade ﬁumsethim. Navid and I, toget.herjwith

- two other Volunfeers anprehenderd, were marched to Belmllet, ; distance
of six miles, Ve were later taken by escort to Castlebar gao;l.

Some days later we travelled with a convoy of thirtsen lorriesi to
Falway. ‘The practise at the time was to hand prisoners over Eto the
Tans at Fglinton Street barracks, Galway, where such prisonersl ware

oblieed to make peculiar twists and turmo in the backyard, a.ncll handed

over in good shape to the faol fovernor.

(lur ev-Tommy sway back home, instead of leaving the country,
‘ ' !

turned ¥ing's evidence. MNenositions wore taken in the gnol by one
Captain Sherry, Rritish Army. On refusing to remove cur hoad-dress,
the escort obliped by removing them with bayonets. The ex-Tommy was
present and periured himself, since the Volunteers,who apprehex:u!ed
and courtmartialled him, were masked, lLater ve had a Pield Gesneral
fourtmartial at Renmore ‘Barracka and were sentenced to fourteer:i years
commuted to four, i

|
{

b .
At that tim= prisoners at Renmore for trial were kept there

until dark, and some were shot on the way back to gaol - "t.ryitég to
!
l
f
Our Tan escort were not, T assure you thirsty, and one gent

-escape”, moryah!

split mv eyebrow with a revolver even before we left Rermora.

!
[
|
|
|
i‘
I
|
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T falt- sure that we wbuld be shot on the way back to the gaol,

as T heard one o-!‘ the Belmullet R.I.C. tell the Tans, "Shoot{the
bastards”. 'I’h:.ls wvas sald in the distance, and was not maant:. for -
our ears, I recollect clearly that I wasn't afraid, but I Gas

1
worried about my youne brother, as he wasn't 17 years. %

There was friction betwcen the Tommys and Tans in alway at

that time. As we were about to depart for the gaol, a freah
L

nrisoner arrived with an escort of -Tonmws. He shared the sa:ma
‘truck anq, strange to say, we were not mal-treated, The Serfgeant
of the new escort inquired about my eye; tha blood wns “hen d!ripping
down my face. - T told him, also the canversation I cve:hear:d.

. He braniished his rifle and said openly that if the Tans furtT\er

interfered he'd shoot. i

Christmas was spent in Ralway gaol. It must have been the

© filthiest o} An the world. The blankets ware actually‘ slive with
vormin, Y sle*;lai-.""on the floor and yet my clothing became afrécted.
T complained to the varder, but he oly smiled. Firet chance T got,
T kicked them on to the Tanding and banged by door. The| blankets

were changed, but T still had company. January 1921, we| were

transferred to the basement in ¥ountjoy. Through the little 1ight
- |
of my windowr T used to watch the Tans _t.rain blood-hounds outa:l:de.

) |
Tong term prisonera from all over the country were herded | into
. !
Yountjoy awaiting deportation. |
|
On a Friday nicht the Civil Authorities, during curfew, handed
J

us over to a Tan escort in the 'Joy grounds. Somehow our escbrta .
. ' .
vere always wnder the influence of drink. We were lined up in

double 1line. ‘They were lookine for Joe Murphy of Cork. | He was
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doing & 1fe sentence, convicted on a charge of throwing a grenade,
which killed one Pte. Squibbs of the British Ari:w.-. Since our party
refused to give names Joe‘ctmldn't be found, Rifle and revolver
butts were freely used. We ware handcuffed and kicked into trucks.
hether it was intentional or otherwlse T was drawn hehipd a crossley
until the handcuff snapped when I was re-kicked on to the truck,

My shoes and vants were pulled to shreds and I am even yet subject to
paing in the shoulder. On arrival at the North Wall, '"hell was let
loone®, rifle and revolver butte s kicks, anything and everything =
"Ve bastards ye will nover see-Ireland again®. Ve were blasted inte
the Aeck of a ship; sumcbody called it a mipe-sweeper, and bundled
down into its hold.  fn infantry unit tock us over. Tvo soldiers
with fixed bayonets stood at the "poop". We were kept in irons all
alcl:ng. A warier from Mountjoy held the keye, and we sailed away from

dear old Ireland,

Sea-siciness set in during the night; the atmosphere was terrible,
little.or no ventilation, and there wasn't space to turn, We weren't
told our destination. To get to the lavatory, you had to go on deck,
This meant you had to be unlocked by the warder, walk upstairs, vhere
one of the two soldiers took over. This little soldier kept you on

the "double™ with the point of the bayonet umtil you got back.

faol rations wore served at gaol-hours, but it was impossible to

eat, as the écent. from the vomit on the floor wms terrible,

Next day the escort officer came partly d_mmstaira and snnounced

that we were to come on deck in sections, for scrubbing exercise; in

other wordas -~ to scrub tha decks. He mt_ with a prompt refusal. He
brandished a revolver and threatened to enforce his order by sending

dorm the guard. let me tell you, "irons, or no irons", that guard
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would be pulled to pleces. - The guard mever arrived. It must
have been in the afterncom of the third day that we were ordered on
deck, when land was sighted on the left flank. We gradually drew
near, when a great building could be oighted, at a ‘high qltit.uda.

Ve guessed that this was to be our new homs, Portland.

The Chief Warder, together with forty other warders, received
us at the quay. Ye were marched, I should say sbout one and & half
miles uo a steep hill towards the gaol, Soms of the prisonsrs, dus

on o

no doubt to abuse, mmear, had to have attention/the way. The

military puard accompanied us also,

We wove priven baths, re-clad, and put into serarate cells on

81’"!"178..1 .

Ye were an organised body before leaving Dublin and an organised
body we remained, desplte every effort of the enemy to break us,
Before leaving Mountjoy our Commandant, Jerry Barry, Dublin, got a
message to Headquarters asking what our t;ttitudo if deported, should
be., The reply was, "Aécept. convict treatmant.. an Robert Barton".

It was Parton's wish that we shouldn't strike. He made this known
I beldeve thrt;t:v,h the chaplain. '

Eow Barion amd his cosrades had staged a break-up strike, and
were actually undercoing thirty days punishment when we arriv_ed‘
thero, Our Commandant learned of this duﬁng the next ek and there
ua:t.l a council of var. I omitted to state that we were organised
into working varties by the prison authorities. T belonged to the
"Cleansrs Party". T remember whispering to a comrade, one
Mharlie Sommers, Mublin, that we should strike. His reply was. "I
is a matter for the Commandant”. The warder must have overheard

tor T was marched off to snother part of the prison, and put into



|
- 1
solitary confinement where I went on mmmer-strike, interviewed
" by the Prison M.0. the following day. He asired me what classl' of a

N N . . '
school I attended and mentioned the state of unrest in Ireland.

Vhy we interfered with the guardien.;?. of the law "the police®, | U"If

{
you were in Fpance” he said ."and mishehaved, & Cenflan;:é would %trika
off your hand with a sword"., I saw at once that he was compli;t.ely
.‘..'moranti of the true state of affairs. The Fnglidh prees is tl;a
powerful weapon of false propaganda. I told him tha true st.ox:l-y..
Tt took. éme tima to convince him that the police actually carzi{ed
arms.. Y gave him reports of what .l eaw myself. FHe promised lto
{ntercede for my return if I came off hunger-strike, T gave no
promise., The next day I was taken back to my pt;a.rty. - § dm't.' know

how this happened, unlese they were afraid all prisoners would ptrike.

The Connaught Rangers (mutineers) were in Portland also, ll

. !'Ié m:ere a?!lﬁuadl two letters in four months 1f our ca_nductl'waa
rood, I remenber writing my first letter, You were glven ti::e
official ‘notepaper and envelopa. The tirst page told you \ma.t: to B84y,
and not to say. Having written mine, I took ‘up a book, a rending
bock, Jugt issued.. T repember it was all in praise.of the Britiah
Tmoire. Tha first page finished with "That grand old Fmpiro 031 vhich
the sun never setdg." ‘I wrote underneath "And where slavery nev:;ar
dies™, lfl'hia was discovered on book-chansing day. T was t.aker!ll away
to the "t.éa—gare;ens" punishment cells and given three days bma.t? and |
water. Somstima later, in July I believe, w ware tr:maferreril to
Nartmoor. Chained in sixes we boarded one of his Majesty's "srid.ps of
the 1ine" to Plymouth and thence by rail to Dartmoor. Before '.lieaving
Portland, Itha chaplain one Sunday in Church, gave us to understc;‘nd
that,"mqot’iat.ions were taklng place betwaen both flovernments. We wore
all praying and hoping that there be no compromh;e. We now knoir the

uncertainty of stevping stones, (ontrary to prison regulations,
i



£
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ve sang and danced on his Majeaty's ship, . A marine with fixed bayonet

was detalled to stop us, but we wouldn't be stopped.

!
b
i
b

We pot ten days punishwent after reaching our destination. :
in Nartmoor we made such néiae,' that the good citizens of Princa;t.own

: ]
netitioned the Povernment to send on a detachment of soldiers, wPich it

T did, Mur commmication 1ine remainad :lntact"., "tapping the pi*pes" -

morse. Taldgh Crovley, Timerick, becams our O/C in Dartmoor. ' I was

in charre of the Connaught contingent. I
I
!

We were Aischarged in February 1922. Pr. Dom Arnold, 0.S. B.
travelled with us to Plymouth, where we were present.ed with the l
Tricolour by the Self Netermination Ieague, '!'he streets waere dgsert.ed

!

while we marched through, The Flag was carried by 'Big' Roache,

Yexford. An old Trishwomen came forward and kissed the Flag, wit.h the

rermark, "Cod bless our Trish boys®. We wore delighted coming !::om ’
but we didl_'!'t come for long. 'I'hat body of men, ‘a8 brave anL lc%a.l as
Ireland 'oroduced, shot each other dowm during the next year, It! would

he better ha.d they died in lonely nart.moor. |
|
: !
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