Fortoballo Eerrzcicg,

btublin,

o%rd. fpril, 1927,

T0/

J. . MeLeughlin, Esg.,
Sseretary, Committee of Tnguiry into

Regignations pnd Diemiessls from the R.I.C.

p chare,

T return herewith the interim report of your Commlttss
with my signesture attsched as requested. I note in the course
of the resport, which by the wey ssems to be & very good report,
s stetement thet your Committes hes received vary, very poor
support from prmy Intelligence. I do not purpose, I rnead
geereely say, guestioning thie in eny wey. but I think it only
fair to mysslf to point out thst when the pepers reletive to your
inguiry were hended over to me szt the end of lzet menth I hed
very little ides et the time of whet the composition of your
Committee wee, its tarme of reference, or the perticulsr duties
which the Army representetive wee celled upon to diachsrge. On
the only occssicn on which I found it poselble to ptiend I wee
of course congidersbly enlightened on the lest two perticuler
matters. 8ince then I heve gone oXhauetively into the file which
wag nended to me when I took over the post of representetive, snd
whether your meetings be few or nmeny eftsr this dste I sxpect
to be sble to render you much better assistence then I could
heve rendered hed I sttendsd the other two meetings held aince

the date of my eppointment,

liise le mese,

(Signed) Tomas ischode.,

Gentein,
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CONSTITUTION OF OOMUITTEE.

Mr. Estt. 0'Connor (chrirmen),

¥r. W. Mct. MeCreoizen., }
|
Mr. W. Dcolin, ] Lominetead by the Governwenrt
)
Commendrnt-Generel 7. Tullen®
iir. ¥.J. Lycne. )
) vominsted By the Rerigned
¥r. M. 0 Mehony. ) and Dismisced “olicemen.

Mr. J.M. McLeughlin (Fecrstery).

“Fgalaned 7th. TFebruery, 1§27 Colonsl-Commendent P. Ssurln eihpointed
in his steed, resigned 28th. rrch, 1527; Capisin 7. Gey ePnointed
on 28th. ‘srch, 198%. -slther Genercl Cullen nor Colonel Beurin

d

: Ceptein Gry cttendsd once.

TERyS OF REFERENCE.

"po enquire into the cesss of men who resigned or were
dipmissedl from the Royel Irieh Ceonetsbulery during the peried 21et.
Januery 1712, tc 11th. July, 1921, end {o report to the Government
those cesse in which it conesiders thet the recignstions and dis-
miseple were ceused by ths nstionel eympesthies of tihe regigned gnd
dismieesed men."

In = letter, 180/=, 2Pth. iovember, 1922, ths Secretary
+0 the inistry of Home pffeire wrote es follows:- "..... Though
tha ter—z of refersnce spescify ths pericd of enqulry £s the 21lst.
Jenuery, 191¢, t¢ 1lth. July, 1921, 1t is epnrecisted that there
sre ocertsin other genuine creses of men who resigned or were
dierissed from the Royel Irich Constebulary becguse of their
nationsl sympethies during the peried ppril, 1916, to the 21lst.
Jeruary. 1912, such ss csees srising ocul of the events of Foeter
reel:, 1G1f, or the fnti-Conscriptlon Cemperign, The Committas
should nots snd rencrt on cgses coming within thie cetegory.”



m

CONITTEY OF RIQUIRY 1270 - _TeTGrATIONE Ar0 DIS ISerie provs

THE_ROYAL IAISE COLST/ZULARY.

Do Cspimhghin uggel O hiigin, T,D,,
2re Unm Ghnothel DuithHohe,

4 dhuins uessgil,

g

"a were appointed by you on 2Rth, Lovember. 1922, to ba =

T

Committee "to snquire into the cgees of men who resisnsd or wars

diemiesed from the Royal Irish Cenatabulery, during ths period
2let. Jenuery, 1212, to 1lth, July, 1921, =nd to Fencrt to the

Government thoee cgees in which it considers thet the rasignetisone

end diemissels wars ceused by the nstionel sympethise of the resicned

rrd diemiseed men.” By lstter, 18!'/%, 2fth. Fovemher, 1920 , thea
soope of our sngulry wes further extended sz follews:- .. .. Theugh

the terrms of refiersnce spacify the paricd of engulry es thsa 2lst
Jenugry, 1919, 4¢ 11th, July, 1921, it is eporecisted thet thers

ers cortein cother genuine cecese of men whe resigned cr were diemissed
frem the T iyel Irish Constebulery beccure of their netional gymnethias
during the period fpril, 1918, tc¢ 21et. denusry, 1717, such g= creasz

arislng out of the svents of Feeter Treak, 1018, or the fati-

Conscription Cempeign. The Cermittee should ncte end reprrt on
such cesps coming within this cetegory. " "a now neve the honour

te submit the followirg Interim Report.
e werc In gome doubt gs to the interpretstion to be pleced

ik

=l

g t0 tha cepas of

i

on your letter of 2Rth., Ilcvember, 1722, zg =

s
<]

.

mern who resizned or weras diemlessd in 1017. *a hieve, howevar,
investigeted ell such crees snd recommendsd four suplicents who
repigned during thet yscr on nstionsl grounde,

The preliminery mesting of cur Crmmittee wes held on

29th. Lovamber, 1922, snd subssguently Iorty-one meetings were held,



The organizetion of the resigned end dismiszed membere

- ths Royel Irigh Constebulery, which was ranragented n the

Ccmmittas by T esere. 0" shony end Lyons, hed obteined from

asoh of its membsrs o etatement on Form £ (ses fppendix 113 Y af

thHe feota relsting to hiz cese. It wea dscided et en ecsrly

orgenizetion. 211 this prellminery informetlon wee pleced of

the dismoesl of the Committee which wee thue cnebled to precsed

with itg imvestigetione without deley.

T+ wes further decided thet rll epplicente ashould be

Ji=acted to give full perticulsre of service in the Royrl Irish

Gonetezbulery end to furnish in writing, references 10 relietle

persong; sugh ce el rgymen, cfficers of the prmy end prominent

sffici

]
1=

1e of Sinn Fein elubg or other netionel orgenirstione who

~nuld be in s positicn to corroborste thelr testimony., Thauiry

wee dirscted by ths Cormmittes to tne locelity from which sech

soplicent wes gtgted to heve reripgned, rnd wherevsr pcesible,

gpneisgl enquiriece independent of the r=ferencss given by the

;_uj‘uT”li".‘r”—'ltF mere mede,
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DIZFICULTIES ATTEEDING THE _ERQUIRY

The Committee considers it necegsery 21t this ste

02!

e of its
renort to drew attentiocn to the difficulties which attended its
enquiries. The investigetion of humen mctives presents et ell
times slmost insurmounteble difficulties, but we were gaked to
enquire into end decide on the motives which vprompted men in the
ebnormel circumstences of e Revolution to do e certain esct sepereted
by e number of yeers frcm the time of the enguiry. Xo evidence
could be held to furnish conclusive prcof a'd the Committee could
only consider the best meene aveilsble to Justify it in freaming

gn opinion on the matter If the Committee hed merely to find on
faocta ite test would still hrve been heevy. 7T¢ find conclusively
on fects it would have been necessrry for it to heve pleced et ite
disrcesl ell the officisl records to have exemined esch zpplicent
personelly end to have verified his etetemente by corroberetive
evidence of credible witnesses 1t wee obviously imncesible to
interview ssch epnlicent personslly. The officiel records of the
R.I.0. were, unfortunstely, not esvaileble for inswection by the
Comrittes There wea g comilete sbsence of anything in the shspe

of an officisl record of service in the ilationel Cause of egny ex-

A

member of the

I C. who hed served in the renks of the I Ii.f., end

a

{1,

-nce s wees put forwerd wes derived purely from the nersonel
recollection of individuels., PFurthermore, it must slweys be borne

in mind thet such informstion es wes forthcoming was furnished during
the waging of ¢ civil wer cnd rttended with £11 the risks end Dossible
congequences of interception in the course of post This had the
inevitable result of ceusing to be glcesed over much that might

have been unfesvoursble end of concerling what might heve been

slicited by cross-exeminestion. had the witnessee eppeered to give

gvidance in Derscn The Committee regrets that it hes derived

P

renresentative ettended upon one gingle occesion. On the other hend

recticelly no essistence from prmy Intelligence. os the Army




the Committee hass received the greatest pcssible assistence from

General E. O'Duffy, Commissioner of the Civic Guard, both as to
cases of members of his Force end cesses of spplicents from districts
within his knowledge in the Six County Arec.

In adjudiceting on esch gpplication the Committee has

given due consideretion to the following fectors:-

(1) Length of service in the R.I.C. (atteching the more
importence to prolonged service, and sttaching little welght
to those ceses of shcrt service whers the policeman might
be considered to heve discovered thsat he wec- unsuited to
the vocstion).

(2). Date of resignstion, (e.g., sttaching less weight to
resigneticns which were tendesred at = dete subsequent to
april, 1921},

(=) Special secrifice mede by merried men in tendering resignetion.

(4). Proved receipt of e circuler from Sinn Fein Clubs calling
for resignation snd promising slternstive employment. (See
pppendix 1V).

(). Proved services rendered to the Iational Ceuse either prior
to or subsequent on resignetion.

(2). The historic sequence of evente in the late Wer with specisl
reference to the perticulsr locelity in which resignetion or
digmissal took pleace.

(7). The possibility of resignetione being besed on conesiderstions
unconnected with the course of public affeirs, such as,
transfer from a quiet zrea to one more troublesome; resignation
on marriesge; successicn tc property: resignstion on medicel

grounds; rceignetion to better position in life.

The evidence furnished in meny ceses was of a nature to
lesve little doubt in the minds of the Ccmmittee thet 1t was

justified in either definitely epproving or dissllowing. Eut

in 8 number cof ceses, judging the ceee on the spnlicent’'s own




stetement snd on the cssusl or formel cherscter of the testimony
given in support, the Committee., whilst unesble to find definitely

sgeinet the espplicent without running the rislk of inflicting

o
om
3

dship, wes left in some doubt es to his resignation being

genuinely cesusesd by neaticnal eympsthiees. .Under the terms of

|

eference no elternative wes given tc the Covmittee but to epprove
or disellow, end in such ceres the Cormittee considered that a
definite recommendation one wey or the other would be ¢f more

sssigtence to the Government then e nice weilghing of degreee of

w

™8
LR

rit sznd recommended sccordingly

ﬁ )

Reasoning on the lines indiceted ebove, the Crumittee
heae come to the conclusion thst in the 4¢2 ceses included in
ippendix 1, the resipgneticns or dismissele were ceusced by the
national sympethies of the men. The evidence on which the
Committec s oonélusion is besed is forwrrdsed in eech cece for
the congiderstion ¢f the Government. It hes., however, heen thought
desirable to distinguish by foot-notes those cegses in which the
spnlicente were at the time of investigation atated to be serving
ge members of the Army or of the Civic Guerd, resident in the
ix County Aree or in Greet Fritein end resident in Seorstat Eiresann
but heving resigned from the 8ix County fres efter prclonged
service in thet frea. It hee slso becn thought well to drew speciel
sttention to %8 cesee wherse policemen resigned in direct responsc to
Deil Eireenn, through Sinn Fein Club circulers end to the <4 ceses
of persons now descsesed The Cormittee feels thet whilst drewing
sttention to the distinction it is cuteide ite province tc meXe
suggestions tc the Governmant ac to the dispoesl cf such cesse.

The Cemmitt;e'hee ressrved for firther considsretion 188 cezeses where
epplications were received too lete for inclusion in thig Interinm
Report oﬁ'where epplicents ere at present resident in U.S.p., or

the EFritish Colonies, and it is consequently not prascticable et

this stage to commence investigstion,

The Cormittee desires 1o pleace on record its epprecietion




of the services of ites Secretery, 'r. J.ii. lcLeughlin. His

+

unfeiling tact enc good temper in deeling with epplicents, hie

untiring energy st all hours end his intelligence end judgment

=

were of invelusble assistence tc the Committee and ensbled it,
whilet giving due weight to tre meny veried ccocnsiderstions
invelved, to dignose of e mess o

Ay

time.

Tt Helsshlin,
Secretary.

20t aprli, 199%,
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LAPPENDIXN 111,

ORGANIZATION OF ¥TN WHQ LFFT THE BRITISH POLICE FLROE
BECAUSE OF THEIR LOYALTY TO_TRFLLHD.

1. Vems (Rark end Registered Hurber in Police Force)

2 1 Dete of Joining (state 2.I.C. or L.i.3).

Bervice: Years., HMonths
s Sate of resignetion or dismisssl.
4, if in receipt of sny pension or cretulty.
i Plecas where steticned.
Sy AEs.
¥ Single or married (if merried give Wo, in femily).
8. pny specisl gualificatieons,
2 flative County.
10. Jregent addrese.
Tl Give reesone in deteil Tor resignsticn or dismisssl,
SIGHLATURE S
H.B. Thig Form must be correctly filled ss it may be required for

verificetion in futurs,
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LAPPEEDTE 1V,

(COPY OF SINN FEII CIRCULAR TC MFHBERS OF THE H.I.C).

8inn Fein Headqusrters,

o7th. July, 1920.

r charg,
Recognizing thet:-
(1) - Every men of Irish birth should get p chence of becoming

g loyal citizen of the Trish Republic snd of serning an
honest living in Irelend: snd

(2¢) — Thet this is true evan of those Irishmen who sre &0
unfortunste =8 to be at pressnt engaged in doing the
work of the esnemy in Irelend g8 members of the R,I.C: and

iy Tht

meny of those men jJoined without & clerr under-
gtending

of whet they were doing.
e desira 1t now to be understood thet thoge who resizn will
not be regsrded ge pnemies of Irelend, but will bs grented

evary enportunity te meke un for the peet, end every effort

will be mede by Sinn Fein to obteln employment for them.

-.—.——.-—-—---\_..-—L-.-.—._.—-._n.-\_.._.-._...__.____

Finencisl gpeistence will be rnrovided in csgges of
apscinl herdship,

Furthermore, to show thet Slnn Fein is prepsred to give
credit for honest intenticn on the pert of those who resign if
smnloymert is unavellgble end emigreticn is unaviecdsble, Irish

crganizetions in the United Stetes will willingly help thess

men fo securs emnloyment £8 sooh 28 they larnd in fmerics.

Igaued by Order of

THE SINL FRID TXRCUTIVE.
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