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FOREWOZRD

When the 8 Inf Group assembled in -the
Curragh to prepare for overseas service in March 67,

I agked for two things of the Unit - namely co=-operation
at all levels and dedication to our nission in Cyprus.

I am happy to say that ny wishes have been
net in measures beyond ny expectations and I am deeply
grateful to all Officers, NCOs and Men for a fine
perfornance. I think that all ranks nay feel assured
that we take home with us the esteem and genuine
friendship of the people. I have been assured that
the Unit has nade a worthwhile contribution fTo peace=
keeping and the betterment of conditions in Cyprus.

In this tribute I also include our conrades
who served on the staff of HG UNFICYP and the Officers
and Men of the Australian Civilian Police Detachuent
who gave us such willing co=~operation.

A special tribute is due to Capt Martin
Bates who conpiled and edited this journal ond to his
willing assistants, Sgt Kelleher, Sgt Houlihan, ond
Sgt Kealy.

Beirin buiocas om chroi do gach Oifigeach,
ONC agus Saighdiur as uct a seirbhis dilis laochumharach
or feadn na 1&ith bliana ata caithe againn sa Cipir,

Ta sull agam go mbeidh rath De oraibh go Deo.
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INTRODUGCTION

The expression "Unit History" is used
here nore as a natter of convenience than strict
accuracye What we set out to do was to record, in
narrative form, the events, incidents and occasions
that occurred during our six nonth'!s tour of duty here.

No history can be produced without a good
deal of sweat, toll and frayed tempers. Our thanks
then to the chroniclers from the various sub-units of
the Group who produced material zond to the Operations
Staff - Officers and NCOs who helped in every possible
waye We include in this our successors in the 9th
Group who were roped in on thelr arrivel and willingly
lent a helping hand.

To all concerned, but particularly Sergeants

Kelleher, Kealy and Houlihan, a very sincere "Thank You',

MARTIN _D. BATES. CAPTAIN

OPS (B) 8 INF GROUP




UNIT HISTORY - 8TH IRISH INF ZROUP.

~PRIL '67 / SEPT '67

CH.APTER lo

At 11.28 hours on Good Friday, March 24th, 1967 the advance
party of 8th Infantry Group arrived at Nicosia ALirport, Led by
their Commanding Officer, Lt. Colonel James Beary, they
disembarked from a Yugoslav ..irlines Caravelle, blinking in the
Zlare of a bright Cyprus sun, and were immediately given a worm
welcome by Lt, Colonel Hanley and members of the 7th Infantry
Group. .fter a round of hearty welcomes from old friends, and
rather confusing introductions to new acquaintances, the new
arrivrls were conveyed from Nicosia to Xeros.

This was the culmination of some hectic preparations which
had commenced a few weeks earlier, The 8th Infantry Group owed
its existence to a Government decision to send a unit to Cyprus
as a replacement for the 7th Infantry Group. In the last few
days of February the names of the oifficers filling the various
appointments were announced and training was intensified in
respective commands.

Previous Overscas Jervice.

Of the 41 Officers in the Group 17 had previously served
overseas, 16 in the Congo and 8 in Cyprus. The two chaplains
had also served in Cyprus previously. The 0.C., Lt, Colonel
James Beary had served as .djutant 36th Bn in the Congo. He
had been promoted to his new rank only a few days prior to
taking over command of this group. His 2 IC, Comdt Jack

stewart, had previously served in Cyprus with the 40th Bn and

Two overseas vetecrans, Comdts

J. Flyan (left) and J. Stewart.

in the Congo with 38th Bn, Noy only did the unit have a good
proportion of UNFICYP veberans, but some of them had actually

:erveq in LEFKA 010002/0000
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DISTRICT, a factor of considerable advantage to Their less

Xperienced colleagues.
DeS.M. Holderse

8th Infantry Group had the singular distinction of conteining

in its ronks no fewcr than nine holders of the newly-awarded
Distinguished Scrvice Medali Of these, 2 were holders of thc First
Class Medal and the remcinder were DSM's Second Classe Two of the

Group Company Commanders, Comdt's Nunan and Flynn were DSM Holderse

It was no surprise,
then, that a mood of
optimism and confidcnce
prevailed during the

tkard ( and for us very
Conpressed) period of

concentration in CTC,

Group HQ assenbled at rlunkett Barracks on Monday, March 13th,

and were joined here exactly a weck later by the Main Bodye. The
8th Infantry Group wos organised into a Group HQ, HQ Coy, 2 Infantry
Coys and an Arnourcd Car Group. (Noningl Roll of Unit is attached

as innex 'A', with an “lphabetical Roll by ranks as /innex 'D'),
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freparatory Training,

Fron its inception personncl of the Unit had been engaged in
troining in their respective Commandse The objJect of this training
was to faniliarise all ranks with the type of duties and Tasks they
would be required to carry out in Cyprus. Thusy the syllabus
included such subjects as patrols, shot reports, obscrvation
helicopter procedurcs, ctce Once again, the experience of our

a great advantage to all ncweouers to United
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Nationg services
A sccondary aspect of training during The coneentration pcriod

was rchearsing for the Easter farade in Dublin, in which the Moin

Dody of the Group was to particlpate. This, in turn, wos ticd in

1ith rchearsals and training for the Review by the Minister for

Externol Affairs, Mre Frank ailken, which took place in CTC on March

coo-3/0|o.
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23rd. It had bcen preceeded by the blessing of the unit flag by
the H.C.F., Rove Fre. Duffy; and an address by ./n t-iire Cosanta,

Mr, Micheal Hilliarde. The cercrionies concluded with a March raste

The nusic for the ceremonial was rendered by the Dand of the
Curragh Camp under Capt De Mellerick Condt Ts O'Hanlon was Chief
Morshal and the Colour rarty, drawn from the Military College, was

-

comianded by Lieut Frank Hearnse
Reception by an t=Uachtarane
The previous day, March 22nd, the 0.C. and Officcrs of tThe oth

Arus on Uachtarain by rrcsidcent de
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Infantry Group were received

Volera. He
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ed to the high standards set by our prcdccessors
on overseas scrvicec and cxpressed his confidence in the ability of

1 these standardse The Fresident sald he cnvie

*‘i

our group to nainta
ug the opportunities for travel and broadcning our horizons which
overscas servicc affordeds He suggested that we should teke the
fullest advantage of meeting pcople of other nationalities and of
faniliarising ourselves with their culture, traditions and languagcCe

1~ ~

Driefings were given to the officers of the Group by
representatives of A.Ge. and [.M.G's Branches, the Directorates of
telligence and Enginccrse These were interesting and usciul,

thoush the 'coumpression' inevitable fron trying to get then oll in

sh
within the space of o couple of days, did tcnd To meke it difficult
to absorb their contcnts, Therc is no doubt, however, but that These

talks proved their worth in the first few days in Cyprus, and

assistcd us greatly in the settling down process

At 240235 March, 1967, a Caravelle of Yugoslav sirlincs took

off from Dublin 4irport with a total of all ranks, coipr
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the advance Uarty to Cyprusae Nearly 9 hours later it touche
at Nicosiag Airports. A delay of norc than an hour at Delgrade
Airport afforded us the dual noveltics of a stay in Comriunist
territory, which left us unioved, ond a Good Friday breakfast of
roast chicken, which we found intriguing and qulvc palatablce The
f1izht from Delgrade was madc in deylight, but glthough the Salkan

landscapc appearcd guite worthy of inspection, the abscnce of any

....L}'/..'.
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cormentary or infornation which could indicate our whereabouts nade
Us soon desist from sightseeing and it was not until the shores of
Cyprus ceme into view that general interest was reawakenede We
found that one of the most easily identified landnarks in Cyprus

ig the dirty red copper sludge which pours out from the site of
Xeros Canp and pollutes the Mediterranean for a considerable
distance from Xeros villagee

Finally, tired and not a 1little confuscd by it all, we
sturbled down the steps from the plane and were irmediately engulfed
in a warm welcome, compounded of relilef at our having arrived and
delight at seeing us, from the 0.C, and Officers of the 7th Inf Gpe
Introduction to Oyprus.

It had been so arranged that the various staffs travelled from
Nicosia with their respective counterparts and this had the cffect
that, from the very first, the process of orienting and briefing the
neyconers was put under waye In retrospect, that journcy was a
remarkable mixture of fatigue and excitecnent (the party had been
travelling all through the night with a prolonged stopover at
Belgrade Airport)e New sights and scenes presented tThenselves in
a bewildering array, and all the exhortations of our collcagues fromn
the 7th to take things easy and try not to assinilate too nuch at
one go was in vaine We all, but particularly those who were on
their first trip To Cyprus or indeed overscas, tricd to sort out the
kaleidoscope of villages with unpronouncable nNanes, scenis landnarks,
passing traffic which consisted mainly of nilitary vehicles, cariel sy
goats, churches and Hosques, and most of all, the local inhabitantsse
Names like Peristeronari, Kato (and Fano) Kopia, CYPOL, DANCON,
UNCIVPOL, Nat Guard, Chaziveran cropped up and recurred, and no
ariount of reassurances that they would be told hat! in a nattcr of a
couple of weeks could reassure Use But, of coursc, they did, and .
for this we are deeply indebted to the 7th Groupe.

A conprehensive and exhaustive programne of briefings and

faniliarisation with our tasks for the next six nmonths had bcen

me of us it

O

carefully prepared and was NOW put into effecte 5 Xl
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Ter of “’”LLLH” routines and procedures with which we had

£
i

been long familiar to the particular requirements of the UNFLCYP
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operation, for others, particularly Operati
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was familiarisation with the details of opposing rorces 1in Lefka

oA
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District, and then the details of reporting incidents and events

H UNEFICY =Yie oramns LT s = ATt -~
To HQ UNFICYP, A complete week's programile was drawn up

orientation was the inexhaustible patience and goodwlll of Tk

- ey I A In crammead 11 1 AaTPt e
Palns wnlcn warmed ourl nearus

The next ten days flew Dy

visits to UNFICYP, attempts to sort some kind of order out of a
scenes, and our own personal
ronmente Whatever may or may not
operational or
no doubts- Tthe

L R B e o
those early days that any of us could have written quitc a italrl
LIV OT Chde o) L =) > V

thesis on the climate of Cyprus.

B I - e e g
11 the while the airlift of our maln body from Ircland was

i - of *+he 7th Groun

zoing on, with the corresponding repatriation of the 7Th Group.

o Dyt A P e 30 +la Bacter Parade
esh from their participation in the Easter Parade,

il ~xr lrad X A 2 4= hat <ok et
where the enly Jjarring note was evoked by the fact that while the

Group did participate as an entity, we did not wéar distinctive Ul.

insignia on ' parades .. Some ofthese officers werc glven very
1ittle time to 'take-over! from their opposite numbers, but at this
stage the early arrivals were beginning to find their fcel and were
able to give the newcomers some help and assistancee Finally,




April 6th arrived, the last chalk of the 7th Group took off fron

e

Nicosia Alrport, and we were O our Owlle

Inevitably, there were moments of confusion and panics Over
and over again we remembered dozens of points which we should have
cleared up with our predecessorse The UN S.0.P's were

consulted frantically and a couple of minor inaccuracies in Sitreps

=

and Infsums provoked a rocket of blistering criticlsm from
watchkeepers and Ops staff. Later, when we got to know these
ogres of the scathing remarks and stupid questions, we were

gurprised, and not a little gratified, to learn that the general

ongsensus at UNFICYP HQ was that we had come through the ordeal

{

gulte commendably.

The lessons learned by this experience were put to good
account when Ops 'A! and 'B! officers were asked to brief a
contingent of UNFICYP Australian Police, who had a bere 24 hours
between arrival and taking over dutiese. Instead of generalities
on the island situation, the period was devoted to explalning minor
terms and expressions so that the following morning the australians
rere able to take over duties at checkpoints and get through their
Uirst days without serious mighape The appreciative remarks of
the men from Down Under were eloquent testimony that this slightly

unorthodox approach to orientation briefing had proved its worth.

AUSTRALIAN ELEMENT
OF UNCIVPOL

00007/;000

Firsf Constable Bruno LUX (left) discusses investigation
results with Inspector Bob Stewart, Lefka Zone. Both are
embers of the Victoria Police Force in Australia, Inspector
sb Stewart being Officer in Charge of the Highway Patrol,
so President of the Victoria Branch of the Internation
slice Association. First Constable Lux is attached to
ie Criminal Investigation Branch, Special Branch, also an
+iva membar of the IPA.




Lefka District extends from PAKHY AMMOS in the West to
LSTROMERITIS in the Easty from the shores of MORPHOU BAY to
TROODOS, which marks the Southern boundary with LIMASSOL ZONE

t is about 500 sq miles in area, comprising mainly mountainous
country with winding, treacherous roads and villages perched on
111l s The District rises from sea level at

pilggest town is Lefka, a Turkish comaunity of 3 = 4,000.

The dispositions of the Tk Cyp cormunities in the district are

clecar and diastincte. They are located in three areas; viz LEFKL
itself, LIMNITIS and KOKKIN.i. There are isolated villages around

Lefka itself, notably .MBELIKOU and GHAZIVERAN, but the general
pattern of confrontation in the district is that of three Turkish
enclaves, seperated from and independent of each other, cach

»

surrounded by Greek Cypriot National Guard positionse

ment 8th Inf Gp.

t'his had the effect of ensuring almost automatic deployment

ailia s
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of the elenents of the Group. If
confrontation areas, obviously a company could be deployed in cach.
This is precisely what was done and O

LEFKL, B Coy to KATO PYRGOS and the 1
rovisionally decided that the companies would be rotated at two=
month intervalse This was desirable, not alone from the point of
iving the troops variety and experience of different problems, but
also to ensure that each sub-unit "got a bite of the Kato Pyrgos
cherryM. This camp is far more attractive than the others,
sapeeially in Summer, when conditions in both Lefka and Limnitis

can be extremely trying,

Cp HQ and HQ Company were located permenently in Xeros Canp with
a vory cnall elenent at UNFICYP HQ Nicosiae Thus, the 8th Inf Gp

was fortunate in being able to retain most of its sub-units with

/\)
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heir parent units, the only two exceptions being the Hy Mortar Tp

Bich was detached from HQ Coy to the armd Car Gp and an Inf

B hich was the 'I! of the ICA Gpe For most of the
ms number 2 Pln of '4At! Coy commanded by Lieut OelaeKe 2

taken over in the final two months by 8.,P. rin 1Bt Coy

t remarkablc facts about the threce confrontation
1reas was that problems and erises arose in inverse order to what
ight have been logically expected, Lefka Town, with 1ts large

tion and strong force (400 - 500) of well trained
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ighters, should have been the prime "trouble-s pot'. In fact, there
gere practically no incidents at all in the town, and were it not
Ambelikou, with its booby traps and shootings, the Lefka company
rrea would have had a peaceful six months, PERISTERONLRI, a
confrontation area East of Lefka and manned mainly by fighters from

the town, did have a few mon erts of tension and potential crisls, but

they were sporadic and soon died outs Ghaziveran of 'bunkers' fane,
- " = A N o i L © aiegs )
iade one bid to recapture its former noforiety by UhT tening to man

the bunkers again when the Nat Gd dug a2 new position, but this too

The main reason for this apparent anomely 1s that the iaaediate

the standards of affluence and living are quite highe For this

reason, both sides tended to mive and let live" and were most

amenable to any solution that would cnable them to get back to their

Lirnitis was in much the same position, but there was ONE very

different factor heres The Turks in the Limnitls enclave were a

the mercy of the Greeks for irregation water and thus

main problem with which our successive Limnitis Canmp garrisons had
to deals The fact that the main post road rumns through this village
created its own problemse. The Groeks were sonmetlnes subjected to

00019/00..
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Wrassnent by the Twrks on the barrier, who in turn were hanstrung
B the fact that their own vital Red Crescent Convoys to Kokkina,
OF the movenent of sick people to hospital, could be made difficult
B the Grceks decided te retaliate for any obstructionist tactics
@b Lirmitis, inally, it provided UN with the task of malntaining
@WVigilant supervision of traffic through Limnnitis to prevent the
Bllgzling of weapons or warlike stores and also the classification
Of Linnitis as a "Bontrolled ..rea', This gave rise to nany instances
of ncnbers of other contingents either being delayed for considercoble
pPeriods or in some cases being refused through passage, becouse they

had not arranged clearance as required by UN Regulations

Isoloted Coruiunitye

Finally, Kokkina was o different problen altogethere The

s overcrowded with: refuge and the morale of the local

<
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iehters had been sapped by the decision to allow hundreds of
teen-age Turks to go to the mainland to conplete their educations
This not only depleted the fighter strcngth, but gave rise to

.

inevitable dissension and envy on the part of those left bchind.

The Turk Cyp cormmunities in other parts of the island expressed
f the Kokkina community's "back sliding" in

this rcgard, and as a result the Turks at Kokkina werc very nuch on

o
£

Their owne Their econonic and social plight was so pitiable €
it soon becane obvious that nost of their problems would be either
econonic or nedical, and so it turned out. Complicating the

tter was the implacable hatred of the Greeks and Turks for one

another in this locatily, a hatred begotten in the action here in
1964 gnd nurturcd by successive instances of petty tyranny since

the Grecks cut off the Kokkina beachhead from the rest of Cyprus.
The renainder of Lefka District presented no confrontation
problens, simply because there were no Turks outisde the three areas
mentioned. On the surface it would appear that the 8th Inf Gp had

only to concentratc on its three company areas and leave the rest

of the area to get on with its own lifes In practice, the




problense It was known Tha’

fand cven o suspe
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Mountsing on our southern bord This area was all MRestricted
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could be hidden 1 he Lroodos arede Ehid s necesgsitated
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presuilca

forces were

that it was there for one purpose only

be allotted a chapter each in this narritive instead O degllng wil
T winlcn
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cornonies individueallye LS : C anp systen/will be
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CHAPTER IIL

XEROS CAMP.

The dictionary tells us that "Xeros" in Greek means
"dry, barren, waterless", and it is surely significant that
it was known as "Dry Gulch" to most of those who had the ill
luck to be stationed theres A sprawling village on the
shores of the Mediterranean, its one redeeming feature =
proximity to the sea, which was only 200 yards from the camp
Main Gate - was negatived by the tons of copper sludge spewed
dally in the Mediterranean which necessitated a trip of 2 - 3
miles To Blue Beach for a swim,

Xeros Canp was by far the least attractive of our canmpse
Pitched as it was right slap alongside the CMC copper
refining plant, it was a place of permanent dust, smells and
noise. A contributory factor to the last.named was a
narrow-gauge railway which ran alongside the east perimeter
of our canmp and along with a noisy diesel roared right round
the clocks The driver's playful habit of sounding his
hooter "fortissimo sostenuto" in the wee small hours of the
morning gave rise to fascinating conjectures about his
origins and antecedents which were biologically impossible
~and morally reprehcnslblo,

Xeros has been a military camp since EOKA dayse It
has been occupied by British, Swedish and Irish Troops. When
HQ 8th Infantry Group was set up there, the accomodation
problem was barely adequate with two CMC houses available for
officer accomodations The return of one of those houses to
CMC did not improve the situation, and the compensating
extension built on to the remeining house was in no way an
asset, being unendurable during the suwmmer heat. It will,
however, probably justify its existence during the winter
monthse

Ceremoniale ‘

In the story of the 8th Infantry Group, as indeed in that
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of our predecessors, Xeros Camp will -always be associated with

cereronial parades, social events, conference etc. The

143}
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nearest confrontation location was a couple of miles away,
and except for the occasional National Guard representative
coring to the barrier with a complaint about the latest
example of Turkish perfidy, or the entertainment of some of
the local NAT GD Officers, there was rarely a sign of the
tension and conflict that reigned such a short distance awaye
For Condt J.J. Ryan, Camp Comdt at Xeros, the immediate

4

task on taking over was to get the camp into a presentable

ce potential fire hazards) by tidying up the

-~

pe ( and red
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races between tents, at that time covered with a thick growth

{67]

of long straggling scutch grasse It is a tribute to the
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cooperation he reccived from all ranks tha
weeks Xeros Camp had rcceived a complete Nface 1ift"e 4
"Tidy Tent" competition showed the resourcefulness of

soldiers when they are siven good eXample and inccntivee

The perimeter defences of the camp were improved by
digging new positions, and acconodation, always a problell,
was tackled from the very starte 4 patio added to the Men's
Conteen made o wonderful improvencnte Work was startcd on

a new Welfare Stores, and a ncew Canteens The decision by

Q

MC to take back the Officers' Mess bungalow neantv a
reappraisal of officcr accoriodation. An cxtension was

huilt on to the remeining bungalow, but 1t soon bceane evident

thot this was the original "White Elephant" and 1t was rarely

usecd by the 8th Groupe Perhops our successors will bebefit

from it Worlk started straight away on new Officers Quarters,

but despite the herculean endeavours of Capt Brian Hordwick'!s

4o

Engincer Platoon these were not ready for occupation by the ©

,J

time the first elements of the g9th Group had arrived The

ntry Group carried out a coiiplete inspection of

® ) 1 " 4
O.C. 'jtul I:O,f.
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Qfficial Functions.

Xerog Canp was the scene of two ceremonial parades
during our tour of dutys On July 11lth, the Chief of Staff,

3rl

.17, ﬁﬂrbottlb, O B.uo, pald an official visite.

en
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Brig-Gen Harbottle, OBE,
_accompanied by Lieut,
{70, Moloney, inspects
the Guard of Honour on
arrival at Xeros Canpe
™ He is seen here
discussing UN Scrvice

with C/8 Wolverson of

Brig. M.N. Harbottle, OBE, COS, UNFICYP inspecting a
Suard of Honour on his arrival at Xeros on 11th July. Ac- T T e
:ompanying him is Lt. Owen Maloney. Flag Officer is Lt Jack IRCON Engineers.
Dwyer.

He ingpected o Guard of Honour under Lieut y,a, Moloney
(Officer i/c Colours Lt. J. Dwyer.) and evinced considerable

interest in the members of the Guard, their service, U.N.
perience and fanily backgrounds. He was particularly
intrigued by the Pipe Band, and complimented everybody

concerncd on an excellent turn out.

On the last day of July the Force Commender, Licut~Gen
L.B. Martola presented a representative body of the Group

with their UNFICYP Medalse The Force Commander was met at

UNFICYP Commander, Lt-Gen A.E. Martola, being met at
Ghaziveran by Lieut. Dave Holden, Commander of a Panhard
armoured car Troop, which escorted him to Irish HQ. Later Lt
Holden, less than a year commissioned, became the first of his
Cadet Class to receive a UN service medal.

Ghaziveran by an Escort of Honour drawn from the armoured Car
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Group under 8/Lieut David Holden. On his arrival at Xeros

3 - o -~ A
Camp he was met by Lieut Colonel Beary and inspected g Guard
Chlad b b 5 NV f 26 8.

Lt-Gen A.E. Mortola inspecting his Guard of Honour. He is

accompanied by Lt Noel Dwyer, officer i/c Gaurd, and by his
ADC.

of Honour under Lieut Noel O'Dwyer (Colours Lt, J. Meenan).

esscd the

=

(451

After presenting the nedals the Force Commander add
- b ~ <O

4]

troops on parade. He paid tribute to the contribution mad
by successive Irish Contingents to the UN effort and expressed
his appreciation of the manner in which the 8th Infantry Group
had fulfilled its dutiess He concluded by wishing cvery

€5 5=

Pu

nember of the unit every success and happiness, both pro

ional and personal, in the future and a happy and well-carned

re-union with their loved ones in Ireland,

Ho account of Xeros Camp would be complete without a
refcrcnce to the Group Pipe Band.

s had becen the case with previous bands overseas, the
Pipers becanie a prime attraction and performed at numcrous and

s = - .!,_ +
Varied occasionse Their first appearance was at a soccer match

ct
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s

in Limnitis and on the following day, the Greek Eas Sunday,
they played for the National Guard in their camp at Xeros.

May saw a tour of Cyprus by the Arsenal football club, and on
two occasions our pipcrs performed at Nicosia Stadium, earning
very appreciative applause from the large crowd, aind a front
page picture on the "Cyprus Maill,

' f May and June the comvpanies plaved a
During the nonths of May and June the companies plaj
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ICA at LIMNITIS. After the handover was completed 4 Coy set
about the task of settling in and in a short time the coy was

quite at home in its new surrounding Lt., Murray joined us

on attachment from the Hy Mor Tpe Operationally, it did not take

easily by extending the hand of friendship to both Tk Cyp and Greek

Cypse On the lurk Cyp sidey, we were soon on excellent terms with
Inspector Kevass in Lefkay Major and Capt HaSSAN in GHLZIVERAN, ALL

in KALO KHORIO and HUSSEIN BEY in .MBELIKOU, We were also on the

e ~ -
TN & U i ¥
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n

erris with the Greek Cyp NaT GUARD Comdrs, LT. COL

NIKOLAIDES 0/C 236 Bn ( later replaced by LT. COL. SOTERI..DES )

o

lis staff, Mid DES all at PEND..YIL.i.. In

EROS our Greek Cyp friends included LT. COL. DEMETRI..DES 0/C 266

Bri gand his staff Mad VASSILOU agnd CAPT NGELO.

in the canp is under canvas e
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Officers! Mess, Dining Hall and Cookhouse, which are permenan

buildingse The camp is

rom the town mains, but

sanitation is by Field is also supplied to

facilitiess; which include hot and cold
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are satisfactory. While The camp is small, 1t is compacte The
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the 7th Inf Gp
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GHaZI VIRl .
Ghaziveran (OP 60) GR 633683 is situated on the main
NICOSIL - XEROS road at the village of GHAZIVIR.N, There are

=

3 OP!'s here by day and 2 by night. The main OP called GHALZI

USE is in an unfinished disused housce This 1s manned by 2

q

NCO'!'s and G men. L. secondary OP is situated on the side of the
road half a mile E.LST of GHAZIVER.H, This is manned by I man
by day and 2 men by night. The third OP is situated just NORTE
of GH.LZIVERLN beside 3 bunkers which were dug
by the Tk/Cyps of GHLZIVER.N., Thig OP is

1y by day, by 1 man whose duty is to
observe N.G. and Tk/Cyp movements NORTH of
GHAZIVZR..N, and also to ensure that Tk/Cyps do
not occupy any of the 3 bunkers. During the
night while this OP is unmanned the area 1s

patrolled hourly by night from GH.ZI HOUSE.

the other two OPs are to

Pte Denis Westman of Tullamore
) : b ., : sends in a report from OP 60
report and obscrve on nmovenent or military

activity into the Tk/Cyp area, or through it, along the NICOSI.
roade The personnel of the OP are rotated fortnightly from

LEFKii. The personnel of this OP were sometimes called upon to

supply obscrvers for Tk/Cyp villagers working in the fieclds nea

i

=
<
m

!

(

N.LT GULRD positionse There wag constant friction along Th
NORTH of GHLZIVER.N between N.T GUARD in coastal defence
pogitions and Tk/Cyps working tTheir land neer the coaste all

incidents or difficulties encountered in this area, were

irmediately reported to LEFK.. and investigated by the NCO i/c the

Perigteronari (OP 57) GR 591641. Bordering LEFK4 town on

at right angles to the coast known
(- 2

as KINTOU, Phese hills slope down into a very rich fertile
valley (Tk/Cyp)e On the far side of this valley (ELST) the

terroin riscs again to another ridge more dominating than
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SZKINTOU and called PERISTERONARI HILL. The furthest Tk/Cyp
community in the LEFKL (Tk/Cyp) district is a tiny village
called GENGIS KOY GR 586643 at the bottom of PERISTERONARI HILL.
Lt the top of the hill and overlooking the AKINTOU valley and
ridge is an extended row of Gk/Cyp positions occupied in coy
strenzth, thus ensuring that Tk/Cyps do not move any further
E.ST than GENGIS KOY, s PERISTERONARI HILL slopes down to
the .KINTOU valley it levels into a plateau overlooking GENGIS
KOY and it is here that the OP is situated, Tactlcally
speaking the Gk/Cyps have all the advantages in this areas
(1) Only their forward machine gun positions are visable to the
Tx/Cyps.
(2) The Gk/Cyps have a new road built on the reverse slope of
PERISTHERONARI HILL which gives them a supply line to their BN
HQ at PEND:YI.. (236 BN), and to the Gk/Cyp sector of KaiLO
KHORIO villagee
(3) Apart from having unlinmited depth rear of their F.D.L's,
their strength, positions and equipment remain unknown to the
Tk/CypSe

On the other hand the Tk/Cyps in the AKINTOU valley and
GENGIS KOY area arc completely exposcds
(1) 411 the village of GENGIS KOY, while being in the open, is
within 500 yds of the Gk/Cyp F.D.L's.
(2) The village itself is almost entirely built of mud houses
and would provide only token protection from mortar shelling.
(3) The 2 miles between GENGIS KOY and the Tk/Cyp quarter of
KALO KHORIO (GR 598626) is valley land and apart from three
Tk/Cyp positions on the side of -KINTOU ridge facing across to
PLAISTERONARI, any link between these two Tk/Cyp coumunitles
could be quite ecasily eliminated by Gk/Cyp fire power.

However, were the Gk/Cyps to attenpt to take LiFKa fron
the BE4ST, the village of GENGIS KOY and this valley area,
reinforced by fighters from LIFK., would undoubtedly scrve to

slow up the Gk/Cyp advance, though not for longs




The OP is manned by 2 NCO's and L nen. Their nain ta ks

(1) To provide protection for Tk/Cyps in the vallcy.

(2) To obscerve cnd reoort on &ny forward novencnt by either

(3) Report on shots, diggings, disturbances, or zny other

ctivity of note.

he ori;jinal OP positvion was on the high ground on

PIRISTARONARI, but when the Greck Cyps occupicd
OP was no7ed down to a lower position, its present location.,

Durins our tour this areca was quitc peoccful but in the event

Ly

of a Gk/Cyn advencc on LEFKA, this J.ST.RA boundary of the

Tk /Cyn Li¥KAL cnclave rppears from @ ailitary point of view to be
auite vulncrable and it could be an area of intense activity.

This OP is situoted on the summlt of nbelikou Hill I,000

ft. above sea lecvel. It has the most comnanding view of the

cen or heard in the arca.

Tt is situatcd on the HNORTHARN sloncs of o hill overlooling

he small isoleted Tik/Cyp village of a1ibelikou. further up

,-.1

on this hill arc the Gk/Cyp lines and below our CP arc the
P /Cyp 1ines. t this OP confrontotion betwecen both sides is
to trouble ond during our stey in Lufhi

ares, LIMEXILN was a constant source of trouble, which

culninated in the shooting of a Tiz/Cyn fizhtcr on the 18th Julye.
o J - -2 W

S L R S = S A8 T TS T N ST I s Tl B NS o e
Taprly in Junc come the news that the companlcs Ol the oth

to be rotated and thot 'A' Coy would move ©TO

LIviiI IS For the next fow doys LI1.Ha comp wes a hive orf
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parties were briefed on all relevant matters, operational
and administrative, pertaining to the new area. The move,
scheduled for completion by 1400 hours on JUNE 13th, went
to smoothly that 'a! Coy became operational at LIMNITIS
24 hours earlier.

Thus we completed

our fizst two months

of UNFICYP service,

relieved, and perhaps

2 little surprised that

we had managed so well.

e had met one of the

worst spots in Cyprus

and certainly the worst

in our srea - AMBELIKOU - and after handling things there,

we were confident that we could tackle any problemse.

As we thought or reminisced about those
cxeiting first few weeks there were sO many nemories.
Two Dritish tourists injured by a booby trap at AMBELIKOU
on bpril 5th had been our violent introduction to the
{roubles in LEFKA areas Exactly three weeks later another
booby trap went off in the same area - this time killing

o Tk Cyp shepherd. The road to KAMBOS was blocked by

130

1andslide just as we were taking over from the 7th Group,
but we felt that this was more a boon than a nuisance;

+1o Creeks obviously wanted it there and the Turks were

not greatly concerned. Fan T T——
We felt that the best . :
thing to do was to
forget about it, but
UNFICYP policy thought

jifferently and the

matter was pressed all

L s Inspections are due and”Coy-Sgt Smith of A
vihie Ulllee is in @ hurrv. So. manv hands make the worl: Iighf.coy b1
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Another booby trap injured three stone masons, one of

them seriously on May 13the

We learned too, that even the highest and most
ideglistic motives are no guarantee of success in Cypruse
We had started off with the highest hopes of solving the
LIMEKILN impassee Our efforts had the blessing o~nd
support of our Group 0/C who himself devoted o great deal
of time and effort to solving this probleme. We were
now in LIMNITIS and LIMEKILN was still the same. Perhaps
it was a measure of our maturity and experience that we

now felt that LIMEKILN would still be the same old problen
when we handed over to the 9th Groupe (It wasl )

These, then, were our thoughts on leaving
LEFKA Camp. We handed over to Comdt Eamonn Young ond
IB! Company and devoted our energies to LIMNITIS.

L _Company

The eodeword "Weekend", meaning that the move
to LEFKA Camp by 'B! Company was completed, was passed to
Group H@ on June 13th. The move went very smoothly and
B! Company quickly set about tackling the new problems
posed by the situation at LEFKA, PERISTERONARI, GHAZIVERAN
and AMBELIKOU,

The new area was much larger than LIMNITIS
and there was grcater variety in the problems to be
dealt with, but generally speaking, 211 ranks welcomed
the change of scenery and settled down guite well. Patrols
were carried out as instructed by Group Opg !B! in the
TROODOS area. In addition, there were two local patrols
to the outlying villages in our areae. This was to show

the UN presence in those localities.

Escorts

L T

These proved to be our biggest hcadache.

Forestry workers require daily escorts. Outbreaks of
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fire also involved escorts as did water supplies, repair
WOrkse We olso provided an escort for Greek and Turkish
health officlals involved in fhe vital work of eradicating

mosquitoes around LEFKA town.

Lncidents

There were 230 incidents in all during our
elight week stay in LEFKA Canp. These mainly consisted
of shots, nines, new positions and complaints - all of
which had to be investigated. Shotreps anounted to 39,

involving 116 rounds.

A great stride forward was made on 13th June
when the KAMBOS road block was removed. The situation in the
district was generally quiet and we were thinking in terms
of our final move to LIMNITIS when one of the worst

incidents of our time in Cyprus occurred.

APLIKI BOODY. TRAP
A Tk Cyp truck collecting sand near APLIKI
Dam had its front wheel shattered by an explosion on the
morning of August 4the. The routine procedure of calling
for a British bomb disposal expert was put into operation
snd Major !Mike! Pritchard-Davies arrived on the scene.
While searching for other suspected booby traps, he
detonated a mine which blew his 1&ft leg off completely.
Promnpt first--id rendered by two sustralian Civilion
Police on the scene =nd a snap decision by Comdt Young
to take the injured man to PENDAYIA Hospital probably
saved his life. He was operated on inmediately and in
a few days was removed to B.M.H. DHEKELIA from which he
was flown to England early in September,
This incident was a blow to us all and cast
o shadow over our last days in LEFKA, days when our minds
were very occupled with stays in the FAMAGUSTA Rest Centre
(where 95 all ranks from !B!' Company spent a week) or

even trips to LEBANON. We had no time to brood over
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things, however, as we were in the throes of moving to
LIMNITIS. We left the booby traps and problems of LEFKA
to ICA Company and moved for our final few weeks to
LIMNITIS,

Before we left we had a series of socilal
functions at which we entertained our loecal friends,
Greeks and Turks in Turn, We also were their guests
at functions in LEFKA, KALOKHORIO, GHAZIVERAN and ELEA.
On the 6th and 26th of July we entertained the Group 0/C
and 2 1/c respectively, and made presentations to each of
them. But perhaps the one social event of which we have
fondest memories during our stay in LEFKA was a Children's
Party in AMBELIKOU followed by a film shows The
appreciation of our young guests in this distressed

village was ample reward for our effortse

ICA Company, commanded by Comdt Kevin
Nunan left the sandy shores of KATO PYRGOS and moved into
LEFKA early in August,. Straight away they were involved
in the aftermath of the APLIKI mine incident. 4after
the exphosion the area had to be cordoned off and
patrolled to protect the local population from any further
mines that might be still unexploded in the vicinity.
This patrol was taken over by the ICA Company who moved
into the area shortly after the first explosione A
bomb disposal expert was requested to clear the area
and Major M. Pritchard~Davies arrived to carry out this
task. His unfortunate accident will have already been
recorded by !B! Company so I will not deal with it here.
For approx two weeks the mine fikld, as it can now be
terned, remained uncleareds During this period another
nine was discovered by Trooper Geragrd Slevin, a member of
the patrol which we maintained here during all of this
period, The area was fihally cleared by a Major Easterby
of the bomb disposal squade In all five nines were found

in the area.
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Social FEvents

Our main social event during this period was
the final round=up party in the O0fficers Mess. Al though
we did not get the numbers we were expecting, this turned
out to be a very successful function. Shortly after this
we had a similiar party for the NCOs and nen in the Company.
They handled the guest 1ist for this function themselves
and we had a substancial number of guests from Group HQ

and from the other Coys.

Operational Tasks

Apart from the manning of the four OPs there
were a number of other operational tasks which had to be
carried outs Added to these was the APLIKI patrol which
has already been dealt withe Other tasks consisted of
harvesting and water patrols. These arose fairly frequently‘:
but did not demand a great number of NCOs or men to carry |
them out, Our busiest day was the day that a forest
fire broke out in the APLIKI area, A large nunber fron

this camp assisted in the extinguishing of this fire,

So we come to the end of our stay in Cypruse.
It is especially gratifying to be able to express our
appreciation of the contribution made by Capt Tom Boyle
and his Heavy Mortar Troop to our efforts. We were
sorry to lose Lt Oliver McDonzld's Platoon, but we found
that Lt John Meenan and his men very quickly fitted into
our system and ensured that our "ad hoe" ICA organisation
functioned as smoothly as it had all through our period
of service with UNFICYP,.
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4s has been remarked in an earlier chapter, the presence
of second=tern UNFICYP personnel in a company was & definite assectl
to a unit taking over a localitye In this respect the ICL Group
who took over Limnitis Camp frou thelr 7th Gp counterparts were
cxceptionally fortunate. Not only did they have %L holders of
the UNFICYP medal anong their 85 all ranks, bub many of then
had served previously in Limnitis itself, the Company Comnander
Comdt Kevin Nunan having been there with the 5th Infantry Group.
In gone cases NCO's at OPs took over with a hearty greeting, a
look around and the simple query "any changes around here?t,
Very often the reply was "None', It was hardly to be wondered
at that this sub-unit was nore quickly into its stride than any
other in the Group.

The Lake,
The village of Limnitis derives its name fron the Grook word

for a "lake". Originally the area was inundated and it is still
a marshy location under the fertile topsoil. Linnitis itsell 18

: - 4 "' o a2 %
s straggled-out village sprawled astride the eoast road” 1TOW

Xeros to Kato Pyrgose. It has a school, harbour (without pier) |
" e

and an agricultural co=-operatives The Turks who nold the village
1

and the 6 - 7 sg. iailes that make Up the complete enclave, ealk Y
the place YESILIRMiK. The land in the area is pooTly except for |
o snall allyyial running along the banks of the Limnitis rivers.
It is on this plot that the cash crops - oranges, lcrons, nuts
and Bqnanas - are EZrownle.

ory of Canp and previous occupantse

- S A——
pan— Bl

4
i
s

The first UN troops TO occupy Limnitis Camp were soldiers

of the Swedish Contingent. They were relieved of control of the |
area by Condt Madden's Coy of the 42ond Irish Brau. Tt was Condt |
Madden who lent his name to the popular bathing place in the area}

Mg jor Madden's Beach", When the Lond Ba s were moved to Ktita
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Limnitis was taken over by the British who we
by a company of the Canadian Guardse. On the

nf Gp yprus the first ICA4A Coy was formed
of Comdt K. Nunan they became the new inc

during this period

Knockasnure. Toward
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certain Tti

Operational

D.

was taken over by a conpany of the Canadian B
They held control for about one month until t©

wh

e

~pril of this year to Comdt K. Nunan.,
Problems and TasKse
The op tional situation in the eclage ¢
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however, that
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nd Netional Guard actually occured,

1 7T MThe "rAahl er +that Pecn1il red
were very OilNoT. The probleris that required
Limnitis were mainly economnic = provision ol
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and those that did
our attention in
materials for

delay
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ourselves

JUnd

working in cooperation with, or under the dircction Of the Lefka
District OPs (E) Officer, Comudt Bill ARern,
Li‘.’.[itié'_ .L_:LL ad agrecnent,

The Lirmitis Road sgrecment, which governs The us¢ of the
Tk/Cyp held stretch of road between Limnitis check- oint and
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Consequently a large nuaber of incidents were caused by Gk/Cyps
who, because they were obstreperous in one way or another, were
delayed by the Tk/Cyps at one or the other of the barricrs.

Tk/Cyps generally kept their part o
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a very snall nuiber of occasions did they attenpt to contravene
any of its terns. These contraventiong were due more to

dline amony some of the Tk/Cyp fighters than to the
policy of the leaders.

Ing supervision of the agreciient entailed, among other
things, the detailing of a road=-patrol. This consisted of two

NCO's and two drivers and nlso necessitated the usc of two land-

rOVErSs Their function was to check on any irregularities

between OF FOXTROT and base conlpe »s the road nust be clearcd
Y VS i A o N Pp® A > B R Ay N .
O unescorted traffic by 1900 hrs, two patrols were done cach

=
|

ht To faeilitate late=coners. The first patrol at 1900 hrs

=
e

travels froir WEST to ELST and brings any walting vehicles clear
of thc¢ area. The second, froi1 ELST to WEST starts at 2000 hrs.
In may of this year the agreciuient cane up for review and

was redrafted and sizgned by the 0C 4/Car Group at Limnitisg,.

The Limnitis bridge was in a precarious state of repair
i

1Ch Coy srrived in the area in the beginping of april.

“any requests were received frou the Tk/Cyps for cenent Tc

repair it. Most of the ncgotiations on this mnatter were done
e 4 - Q4 ) r N AT gt
by the Ops Lcononic Officer, oth Inf Gp. Up to the tinc that

T

d been taken by
side To resolve the situation. The Tk/Cyps were unwilling tTo
aliow Gk/Cyp engincers into the area to supervise the repair

work, Negotiationg, which later proved successful, were in

-

~gs at the time of the first coumpany rotationse




Irrigation,

In all the records of previous companies in Limnitis
there 1s frequent mention of Irrigation problems. all these
problens are very much the same and are caused iainly by the

fact that the source of irrigation water for the Limnitis valley
1s in a Gk/Cyp held area and can be tampered with very easily.
When this happens, as it did on a considerable number of
occasions, escorts had to be supplied from the UN Camp to
accompany the Tk/Cyp workers into the trouble area. This was
a tiresome and time~-consuwiing detail for the NCO's and nen,
Irrigation water was supplied by a system of dams spread OVer
an area of approx 20 miles along the Linnitis river bed. When
one dan had becone in-cffective as a source of supply, the Tk/
Cyps would ask for peruission to go to allow water fron the next
a1 into the channels which ran down both sides of the rivers
This always involved a cunbgrsome systen of obtaining permission
from both the military and the civil powers. attceapts were
nade to shorteut this systen but no satisfactory solution had
been reached by the tine the coy rotation had taken place. on
a few occasions during our period therc the Tk/Cyps alleged
that the Gk/Cyps had tanpered with their water supply and escorts
were supplied to relieve these problens,
Y4t Coy take over,

Barly in June the planned rotation of companies wa
srioothly effected, and '.' Coy becane the new tenants of
Lirmitis Canp, thec ICA moving westwards to Kato Pyrgose. It
only took a few days for 'a' Coy to fit into their new location.
Their neriod thore was uneventful as can be zathered from the
followin: paragraphs,

Duriing our two ilonth stay at LIIITITIS (Camp Knockanure),
apart fro.. nonning of 0P's and potrolling of the Coupany orea,
our nain efforts were directced towards the obtaining of
clenrances for Ti/Cyps to horvest Tk/Cyp londs which were near,

of on the Gk/Cyp side of the "GROEN LINE", In this work both




sides cooperated well and there was never any najor
difficulties. Clearances were also sought and obtained for
Tk/Cyp workmen to repair

irrigation dams on the

LIMNITI River, in Gk/Cyp

A

territory, and Gk/Cyp

The terns of the LIMNITIS RO45D LGREEMENT were

successfully implemented. Unlike LEFKA Caip

L85)

I'G:‘., we 'v-JGI'@

seldon called upon to investigate shooting incidents,
During this period a nuiber of personnel of tThe cokpany
availed of the week's leave at IRISH REST CENTRE at
F:-M.GUSTAe 4t £2-10~0 for the week it was well worthwhile
and all who availed of it, rcported a most enjoyable time,
Around the 3td week in July talk of moving to KiTO PYRGOS
began and a fow weeks later it became fact. Once again,
the nove to the new camp was carried out smoothly and with

a nininum of fuss or bother, Though our Tine at Limnitis

Cu

e

ad been quict and gencrally pleasant, we were not sorry to
hand over the camp to 'Bt Conpanye.

'B! Conpany riove _Ine

.n—-

By Tuesday 8th iugust, 'B' Couipany had teken over in
Linnitis Canmpe By this stage practice and experience had
and settling in alnost a drill
noverent which weos corried out with a calm efficiencye. The

! A S P e F o1 3 o A v C i R N
onpany took over the operational duties, and as it had donec

in previous locations, set about establishing good relations
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old friends were now in this area, and new friends were

The area gencrally was very quict. The duties of the
OP!s are as in cother arease They are the cyes and ears of
the company, In this way, such warlike activities as the
digging of trenches and the shaking of fists, straying of

f the wrong trees are

(=]

B . e PRI
aninals and wonen picking fruiv ol

renorted ilaediately in LIMNITIS. The main problenm is to
S Ul CUl LiadidGlll o ",
ot )
srevent laxity creeping into the routine of OP duties thus
l) C = ol — (%)
e e
ensuring a conpletion of our operational duties on 2 hig

o o T
NOUCe

At the nonent we are principally exnployed in the
- I S SO ok A e -

N A SRt B
improvins of OF's and the camp at Lirnnltlse Lttention goes
Ll ilg, VY4 - v L L

& gy bl . ot e S
also to the purchasc ol ””%RQESS",?LQ he conposition of

Installing a new water main at Limnitis. IRCON Engineers
Sgt Michael Ahearne of Cork City (left) and Pte Gerry Walsh
of Cappagh, Co Waterford will be glad to get the water flow-
ing, 100°F makes piping hard to handle.

"Chalks" for the airlift hone.

Lan ]

e were very honoured that during our stay here
Lisnitis wes sraced with the presence of Dre Kuehuk, the
Tk/Cyp leadcer on the ilsland. He arrived by UN helicopter
on IOth sugust and was et by Capt 3Bernle 0!Donovan, ‘cting
Coy Comdr; Conmdt Young belng in Beirute On Wednesday a
Jinner wos held in his honourj; again Gapt O0'Donovan was 1in
r | e a most pleasant

Kuchuk 1 n the compliment b
niechta On Friday Dr, kuchuk returned the compliment by

1 i % i1tia Thi was
csivine a dinncr at the Cagino in Liftmitise This was
¢ \ 11.:_ o CGLILICL L Ll S
Ci ] Vg reicers Tron the Grow
attended by a representative body of Officers iroi tn Pe
a LU e Q LFEei




CHAPTER VI

EATE PYSRogg .

The Greek word "PYRGOS" means a "castle or fortress" and
our troops guickly learned that where one found a "Kato",
there was bound to be a "Pano" somewhere in the vicinity, the
Two terms meaning simply "Lower" and "Upper" respectivelye.
Kato Pyrgos Camp had no contenders for the title of the most
attractive station in our area. Situated right on the sea

shore, it was a very nice place in which to spend the hot

suamer monthse iccomodation was reasonable, though one of
the first problems tackled by 'B! Company on takeover was to
improve living conditions, a task which they fulfilled guite
wells The Men's canteen and the Officer's Mess were both
painted and decorateds A total of 4, 000 sandbags were used
to strengthen our camp defence systerie Ths Ops tent was
improved by adding a sand-table model of our area, a great
boon when briefing visiting V.I.P's. Finally, we started
work on a new Officer's Mess, and though we were not to
remgin at Kato Pyrgos long enough to enjoy this new amenity,
we can be satisfied that we set the ball rolling in this
important connection, important not alone by reason of the
fact that it provided a new Officer's Mess, but also because
this new building meant that the former Officer's Mess was
now made available to the NCO's of the Kato Pyrgos garrison.
Kokkina,

Kato Pyrzos was unique in that it had a subsidiary camp
at KOKKINA, Here the strength was I Officer and 20 O/Rankse.
sccommodation st Kokkina Camp was in a Nissen hut and was
quite satisfactorys. The main tasks of this Kokkina element
were relief of certain of the company OPs and the provision

of a reserve for the Kokkina area.

.




'B! Company, 8th Infantry Group took over from '4'
Company of the 7th Group. An intriguing aspect of the
hand-over was that the outgoing Company Commander and the
inconing 2 IC were brothers ~ Comdt Kevin and Capt Bernie
O'Donovans  The take-over went very well and 'A' Company
pPlayed their part.

13! Conmpany's task was to main observation over the
ceasefire line at KOKKINA Beachhead. This task was
fulfilled by the manning of 6 day-and=-night OPs, !B! Coy
perforned these tasks for about nine weeks During that
tine the general situation was quiete A total of 150
incidents took place. All of these were investigated and

brought to a satisfactory conclusions. A scrious out-break

of shooting occured on the 16th April, when the Nat/Gd fired
approx 500 rounds at a UN helicopter taking a sick fighter
from KOKKINA villages

Socialising played a very important part in the company
plan, Relationg at all times were very good w-th both
Gk/Cyps and Tk/Cypse On the 21st April the comizny
entertained the Tk/Cyps in Kokkina. On the 30th :pril the
President of Kato Pyrgos, Mr. Kristakis invited all 'B' Coy
officers to dinner in the village. On the same datey the
first of many trips around the island was puf ong On this
occasion a truck load of troops visited Polis, Paphos and
Ktima. On the 7th May, the company entertained the Gk/Cyp

leadership in Kato Pyrgos to dinner in Kato Pyrgos Camp.
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On the night of 14%th May it was the turn of the NCO's, and
we had an NCO's night. This was attended by the Group 0/C
and an enjoyable night was had by alle. On the 20th May

-~ -

personncl of the company travelled to Nicosla for the first
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They again travelled on the

n

7 th M"Y-.

The Support platoon of “B“ Coy 8th INF GROUP. It's
Commander, Lieut John Meenan, is fifth from right, front.

Pyrgos was smoothly and successfully completed. A great deal
N ) e PUGERGS.. K W 1SS! - YIS 4=l s a1 - 1
of the credit for this must go to the operations staff who

nade out the Operation Order for the move. This cut red-tape

o

lot of arguements which might

otherwise have taken place. After two months in Limmitis
rost of the ICA Coy werec looking forward to the yellow sands

and blue scas of Kato Pyrgos, which was a welcome relief fron
the dusty atmosphcre of their first location, The days
ofter the changeover passed very quickly

and beforc long the ICA Coy was firuly established in Kato

PyrzZ0Se
Accomodation and Inprovemnentse

sccomrodation in the new location was adequates The
er tent was six which, though a 1ittle crowded
did not draw any complaints frou The mene By virtue of the

fact that Kato Pyrgos ig such an attractive location we had

s very large nunmber of vigitors while we were theree There
was a narked shortage of sccomnodation for visitors and but for

the fact that the new Mess was almost completed and sone
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of the rooms in it could be used in an emergency we would
have had to turn a number of people away.

The main improvement that was being carried out during
our stay was the erection of the new Officer's Mess.
Unfortunately it was not completed before we left so we
never had a chance to inhabit it. The completion of this
building would have meant that the NCO's could have moved
into the old Officer's Mess and the men into the NCO's Mess.
This was Very much to be desired as the messing facilities

available to the OR's was far from satisfactory.

Sqn QMS Nick Lambert
(Left) and Bty QMS Gus
Jones, both of ICA, at
an NCé's Party in Kato
Pyrgose.

Qggggggggﬂ;~iaqks,‘
Our main operational task was the manning of the OP's
in the Kokkina arsas We found that, because of the large
nunbers required for this, our manpower in camp was sadly
depleted. The situation was further aggrivated by the
necessity to supply a fatigue party to Group HQ and a canp
cuard to HQ UNFICYP, Nicosiae On investigatlon of the
operational requirements of the Kokkina arec it was found that
it was possible to cut down on the number of men required in
the srea without endangering the situation. Up to our
arrival in the area the Kokkina OP, 0.P. 6, was manned by
4 NCO's and 22 nen, O.P. 5, the post at the Tk/Cyp barrier
at Mansoura which was nanned only at night, was supplied frorm
Kokkinae This requirced one NCO and one man each night. Qur

gsolution to the problem was to supply O.P. 5 fron the base
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cann at Kato Pyrgos and To cut down the numbers in the
Kokking Canmp as we congidered them excessive. It was also
decided to withdraw the officer who had, up to that time,
been resident in and operating from Kokkinae The final
result was that the strength in Kokkina was cut from 27 to
11. Instead of having one officer, four NCO's and twenty-

= DI SR ar N LR R T PR S P
two nien we had six NCO's and five nene

This new situation proved to be extrenely satisfactory,

that many of the tasks which had previously
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been carricd out by the officer, could be carried out just
ectively by an NCO, 4is a result the post becane a
very popular one among the NCO's and a very high standard of

efficiency was reached in the running of it.
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ituation at OP 5
(see above) cane under reviewe The post did not seem to be

serving any useful purpose as the factors which necessitated
it's crection no longer appertained. iAlso the area which
ould be observed from the OP could be adequately covered

rorn another of our OP's, O.P. 7. It was decided there-

fore to close the OP altogether. After negotiations with

the Gk/Cyps and the Tk/Cyps it was agreed that the OP would
be closed os o static OP but that nightly patrols would be
done to the ares for g trial periods Shortly afterwards

the building at the OP was levelled to ensure that the Tk/Cyps

would not occupy ite Up to the time that we left the area

the nizhtly patrols were continued,
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st of the social events during our stay in kato

Pyrgog were bound up with sport, particularly swimming. Two

&

very successiul
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Licut. Jack Dwyer, drew a very large nuabcr Of x

big number of
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The visit of COS UNFICYP could 2lso be considercd as o

194 (S ) v
socizl cvent. By far thc biggest and best party during
> n

the period was the farewell party for the !..! Conpany Pln

which had been with us for four rionths, Bverybody was

dis-appointcd that the original ICA Company was being brokcn
Upe #1so the men of Licut Oliver McDonald's platoon had

vecoile very popular in the company so there were nany sad

farewells and sorrows were drowned in truc Irish fashion.

zing begah. 11 in 211, the !'.!' Company platoon got

OQur stay in Kato Pyrgos had been niost enjoyable, and it
sceils certain that for all of us it will be our happiest
renory of Cyprus. Barly in Auzust we made our final nove =
this tine to Lefka Canp. Our natural regret at leaving
"Kato P" was enhanced by the sombre thought that we were
to an area where a hooby trap had disabled a British
Officcr and where nany rorc of these deadly devices might be
awaiting furthcr vietins, We 1eft our beloved sea and sand

to 'A'!' Company and noved westwards to Lefkas

New Tenantse

During the first week in August 'A'! Coupany moved
Kato Pyrgos, a switch the company hed been looking forward toe
Ideally locatcd beside a beautiful sandy beach the canp's

swimming facilities werc fully availed ofe With our
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WE wWeIe I’ujOilled by No, 2 Platoon and

N R =
Wleo

Tk/Cyps for the
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in charge of Tk/Cyp

deal with and

all problems of Tk/Cyp

as a rarity,
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Conpany HQ held their party on Sunday I0th Septenbers

'A' Compeny held a farewell party at Officer's Mess, Kato
Byrgos on Tuesday 12th September which was attended by almost

by officers of the advance

) e Y - N -~ 1 = Qet T
29th September and on the latter day 'A' Company, 3th Inf Gp

L

becane historye.




CHAPTER VII

UNFICYP HQ STAFF aND 8 GROUP SUB = UNITS

= ke P SR b - e st i

)f the basic essentials of a successful and pleasant tour of duty
rprus is the establishment and maintenance of good relations with
JYP Headquarters Staff, We were greatly assisted in this by having
;nds in court) both those who were here to greet us on arrival, and
yfficers who travelled out from Ireland with us and took up

Lntnents at UNFICYP HQ.

Comdte J.E. Reynolds was Liaison Officer for IRCON and

the one with whom we had most dealings in Nicosiae

Comdte Bill Ahern was Economics
officer for Lefka District and
worked in close co=operation
with 8th Group Staff and
Company Comrianderss Capts John
Je Barry was unfortunately
repatriated on compassionate
grounds and replaced in "Logs"

by Capte Enda Ryane

force Engineer is a very miseful friend to have on your side and we
fortunate that Comdte. Bill White was foliowed by Lieut. Colonel
ooneye Both of these were helpful and obliging in the extreme, We
not, perhaps, have as many direct dealings with the other Irishmen
3, but Comdte Bill McDonnell ( replaced by Comdte E.D. Doyle )
Capts Kevin McCarthy whose replacement was Capte Frank Dunne were
ys ready and willing to use their good offices for us if and when

equired them,
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Two UNFICYP people who became well known in Lefka
trict were Comdt. Tom McDunphy and his photographer Cpl Jerry

afalle

The variety and volume of their
efforts to record in pictures
the 1life of the 8th Inf Group
is readily evident fron the
illustrations on these pagese
Our N.C.O's in Nicosia served
with distinction and earned the
N.C.0's of the Irish Defence
Forces a high reputation by

r efficiency and courtesy. They were invariably helpf@l to any of

8th Group who found themselves in the capltal of Cyprus on duty

ecreation,
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SIGNAL __ PLATOON.

The Signal Platoon assumed responsibility for
communications in LEFKA DISTRICT at O42400 April, 1967. The
problems involved were minimised by the fact that 8 members

of the platoon had alrecady served with 7th Inf Gp and were

In addition, a nuaber of other members of the platoon had
previously served in the LEFKA DISTRICT.

These advantages were enhanced by the fact that the
duties and tasks of the platoon in no way differed fron those
of previous unitse. Wireless and Switchboard operators had
To Dbe provided at Group HQ. Our wireless and line equipnent
was in continuous need of maintainance and repairs. The
highly vulnerable telephone lincs to canmps and OP's were, as
always, a constant headaches Incidentally, they provided
us with one nonent of light relief when we found that loss of
telephone communication with 0.P. 58 (Limekiln) was found to
be the sabotage efforts of a goat ( nationality not definately
cstablished) who supplemented iron deficiencies in his diet by

consuniing a considerable portion of our line.

Batteries were kept charged; workshops were manned and
personnel for S.D.S. to UNFICYP HQ; all from our slender
reSouUrces. The task of selecting, collecting and projecting
filns in the four canps fell to us also. We worked in harnony
with CYTA in rcepairing and rcplacing their equipment,

Normally, a message from us to CYTA was enough to bring a repair
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crew, but there were the occasions when we had to carry out

tenporary repairs on switchboards etc. so as to keep the
systen working until CYTA technicians were available.

Helicopter flights, particularly at night, necessitated
providing a "homing signal" at Pendaya ~ir Stripe. The
insatiable demand for spare parts and batteries at OPs and
Camps had to be satisfied, and, of course, all these tasks
involved accounting for, storing and stocktaking the
multitude of items on charge.

Wirelesse

Wireless commitnents at Gp HR consisted of manning UNFICYP
Comd Rear VHF link which was equiped with a C.43 set.  This
net was backed up by a HF net wusing C.lls. Regular spot
checks were made on this HF net, and one hours morse ptactice
was done each morning in addition to complete working each
sundays No difficulties were cxperienced on cither net and
operators were well up to standard on both nets.

Gp HY also provided the control station for the Gp Comd
HF net using C.l2s. Substations consisted of each coy HQ,
Coy Condrs rovers, stand-to pl at HQ Coy and CO's rovers
Other stations joining the net were the Panhard armd Cars wien
on patrol. The net was not used to any great extent as most
of routine traffic was passed Dby telephones.

The CO's rover was also egulpped with a C.42 set for use
on UNFICYP VHF Comd Net, In addition a Motorola was fitted
to CO's staff car and worked on UNCIVPOL net. Each District
HO and HQ UNFICYP, in addition to police landrover, were
equipped with notorolas and this also acted as a back-mp to
the military nets,

Shortly after arriving the necw voice procedure was
introduced and operators had no difficulty in converting to
this procedurce.

Each Coy had a net using A.4L sets for comn with OPs.

I .-'

LINEG

(=

There is a comprehensive line system laid to serve the
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the district. Each Coy HQ is in line comn with Gp HQ, In
addition each OP has line laid to its Coy HQ. Gp HQ can be
connected with any of the OP's in the District,

There are two direct lines in addition to g teleprinter
circuit to HQ UNFICYP. Gp HQ also has two lines to the local
autonatic civilian exchange at LEFKA.

Initially there were some breakdowns due to insulation
faults, broken cables and outside interfemence by Tk/Cyps and
Gk/Cyps with lines, After a conmprehensive maintenance
prograrme these were completely elininated,

There were 5 switchboards and 60 telephones in constant use
in the districte A total of 60 miles of D.IO cable is laid.
SPORT.

Menbers of the platoon participated in all unit sporting

activities, In addition, the platoon entered a volleyball team

in the C.S.0's Cup Competition, The tean visited each
contingent as well as entertaining each contingent team at honee
This conpetition proved very enjoyable and our NCO's and Sgn

got to know signallers of the other contingents which helped in

normnal dey To day dutiecse




43

MILITARY POLICE SECTION,

The M.P. Section, totalling 12 all ranks, was comnanded by
Capt John MacLachlainn. The section was located at Xeros Camp
throughout the whole six months tour. Compared with other sub-
units of the Group, this section was remarkable in that 5 of
them had no previous overseas service, and none of the section
had previous Cyprus experience., This meant that on taking over
from 7th Inf Gp, it was a case of !'starting from scratch!.
However, the pattern of polime duties did not change.

There was an additional chore which fell by default to this
section viz. the collection and distribution of nmail. This
meant that an N.C.0. of this section had to make two runs daily
to Nicosiae Otherwise the duties were normal routine type,
traffic accidents, investigation of petty thefts, escort duties
ete,

The overall record of 8th Inf Gp was good. There was no
crime of a serious nature and the job of the M.P. Section was,
by and large, made easy by the high st andards of discipline
and conduct which prevailed.

The M.P. Section supervised parking duties at Mess Functions,
cerenonials and on one occasion relieved the Australian UNCIVPOL
during their rotation period, and protection duty was carried out
at the Helicopter pad at Xeros Camp.

In addition to the 8 Inf Gp M.P. Section, 5 NCO's of the MPC
were attached directly from Ireland to UNFICYP HQ Police
Dctachment. It became necessary to withdraw two of these and
substitute two members of 8 Inf Gp Section, who proved to be
extrencly satisfactory replacemnents. It is felt that the
UNFICYP contingent could profitably be included in the Group MP
Section and sent on temporary duty to Nicogia as required. This
would nmean that the Group MP Officer had greater control over

selection of personnel, and also that experience could be gained

by spreading UNFICYP HQ military duties over a larger number,




49

0
Ul

/pru

r
(

98}

nNoTr
A

.i

dALII0

o

s

Vi

LIQILUILS @

0
o

¥

h

works

his

)

P |
)

I

-

5

J {

1.1
L

»

rly

1l 2

U

C

Vi




50

\WWilne

ia

-
O

Cid

atrate
o) 2 Ul

A
-, -

U
C







T A ~ A A 3 !
21ation flashes should be made in a

can be laundered, and kept clean,

my Py DO RS, TS & v iy e e aoh 44 a ~ Tk 3 £ A e e o
lne cOIlbatT DOOTs proved Very satlisiaclory, put of course

sO This s not a

Dk Services,

supply of replacenent

H

-

was Very slowe The situation in

Glie "« Lo Lhne

We were on the British Ration Scaley which is varied and

N

LOOXA




- T el
'® = ¢ o~ 1 o " et g e e e
ri A SLlcel'sy Ilincers s Pasuly cutters ar

AR AATET AL~
PTOV1IdCUe L

1 aund:




anded by Condt Pat Russell

There were no privates

in the detachments and of the six NCO's, 5 had previous overseas
scrviccs The 2 IC, Sergeant Paul 0'Comnell had served in LEFKA
DistPtéet with the Y4lst Bn, while Sgt Jim Maguire had been in
Ktina and Dhekelia when secrving with the 3rd Inf Gp.

t one of the initial problens of Ordnance

Y, R & e
meantv that

Thi

0

personnel on UNFICYP duties ~ familiarisation with the location
of supply depots and the procedure for indenting and accounting
for stores #+ was solved from the very outset. Indeed, Sgt

Maguire had so nany "old friends™" in Dhekelig that in a matter

Condt P. Russell (centre)
photographed with the 6
nembers of his staffe

In addition, our duties were exactly the same as those of
our predecessors in other Irish Contingentse. Wegpons had to be

inspected regularly; anmunition had to be checked and tested

l,J.

nstrunents went out of order just as regularly and inevita

€3]
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as they had with our predecessorse. We had to keep lanps

lighting, cookers burning, refrigerators eooling and rafts

floatings Jltar rails were nade for the camp church; hot plates

~

and shelves for cook-houses and we worked in close cooperation

with the Engineers in fitting out g variety of installationse.

Weapon Inspectionss

The inspection of weapons was started in April and completed

in approx one ronth,. The general condition of the weapons was
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satisfactory. It was noted during the inspection that the
coilpanies alloted a certain amount of weapons to the OPs and it
was intended that they remain there on location. Subsequent to
the inspection it was recommended that weapons at OPs be changed
nonthly as it was evident that the weapons in a number of cases
were not receiving the attention they should.

snmunition,

The ammunition inspection was carried out in conjunction with
the arms inspection., The company holdings of SaA were found to
be in an unsatisfactory condition and quite an appreciazble quantity
of ammunition was found to be unserviceable and was dumped at sea.
a. Removal of protective linings from ammunition boxes by

previous unitse
be. Removel from boxes and.storage in sandbagse
ce Steeping of amuo in oil baths in an effort to remove corrosions

The Gp ammunition wag replenished and replaced to 100% First
Line holding for the weapons held.

Tentage acconmodation was inadequate, particularly for Sumier
conditionse In gorie cases there were 5 - 6 nen in the MUGS
nmodified, an asset in cold weather, but a definate liability in the
heat of a Cyprus Surkiere The condition of the tentage in all
canps was satisfactory, and replacenents were made for tents
found unserviceable. The new tentage arrived, as we had intended,

before the 9th Group over Irod Uge
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ENGINEER _PLATOON.,.

Capt Brian Hordwick, B.E. commanded a total of 26 NCO's
and men. His engineer section consisted of I Officer, I
C/S, 3 Sgts, 5 Cpls and 3 Ptes. The trades were represented
as followst= 2 fitters, 2 electricians, 6 carpenters, I
bricklayer and 1 plumber, This section was suppleiiented in
June, by I NCO and 4 men from 'A' Coy, I NCO and 4 men from

IB! Coy and I NCO and 3 nen from ICA Coy,. :
Pte P. O'Neill (left)

and Sgt J.J. Hoey seen
preparing another site

for buildinge.

Therc is 1little doubt that they earned unreservedly the
title of "the hardest working bunch in 8th Inf Gp". Even in
the real hot weather the cngineusrs paraded at 7.30 a.m. and
worked up to IO oleclock at night, with only a short sieste in
the afternoconss i group of expericnced overseas Veterans,

notably the Pln 2 i/c, Coy Sgt Harry Wolverson, ensured that

they got "stuck in" to their work from the very firste
Perhaps the zreatest lesson that this amall unit learned (and
tausht) was that the time flies when you're really working and

norgle consecouently will be at its highest. Certainly, a
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lore cheerful and willing bunch would be hard to finda
It is a mark of their devotion to duty that subsequent

groups will benefit nore fron their labours than we dida

F Certainly, the plight of the 9th, facing a Cyprus winter with
niningl protection from the harsh elements in OP's and Canps,
would be a lot more uncomfortable had it not been for the
nagnificent flying start given to their winterization
programie by "McAlpines Men", as they became affectionately

known,

The additional men had to be equipped and trained in
clenentary carpentrye. To achieve increased output and a

atisfactory job, all new buildings were pre-fabricated using

n

H

O ft X IO ft timber panels as the unit of construction.

These units were bolted together to forn external walls and
partitionse The buildings were sheeted externally in
corrugated iron and internally with soft board, The buildings
were bolted to a 4" thick mass concrete floor, The output
was further increased, in July, by the use of a power saw
supplied by U.N.

Over 700 minor naintainance works were completed in The

systems in KATO PYRGOS, LIMNITIS and LEFKA Calpss These
systems end in effluent collection pits 20'xI0'xIO!' deep.

These pits were revetted and covered with corrugated iron
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supported on dwarf walls, The new works conipleted wercs-
ae NCO's Mess Lefka Camp - 4OT'x20!x8!? highe
be OFFR's Mess Kato Pyrgos Camp = 50'x20'xI0! high,
¢. Ration Stores Xeros Canp = 40!x20!xI0! high,
de Conteen Storcs Xeros Canp = 40'x20!'xI0!' hizh.
€e Officers! Quarters Xeros Camp = 70'x20'xI0! high,
e New Water Supply to Limnitis Cartp = 400 yards long.
g« I No, OP Building 20!'x16'xI0! high at PZRISTERONARI.
h, I No, OP Building 20'x16'xI0! high at .MBELIKOU.
i. 3 No. OP Nissen Huts 14!'x8'xI0!* high at LIMEKILN,
The cost of the nmaterials used on Engineer works was over

£5,000.  This group used more than 46,000 £t of tinber, I,000

sheets of corrugated iron and laid more than 300 tong of
concrete, & unique feature of these engineer operations was
the airlift of naterials and plant to the OP!g, Thisg

operation was carried out using WESSEX helicopters. This craft
is capable of carrying a load of 1 ton on each k% & <P It was
the first occasion that helicopters were used on an engineer

works Prograrime,
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The Medical Platoon comprised 14

o1l ranks, including two officers, but for the first
2% nonths, Condt E. De Daly was on his own as M.0.
He was joined on 19th June by Condt Henry O!Shea fron
whor, in fact, he had taken over in March. Thigs gives
Condt 0'Shea the distinection of serving with three
successive Irish contingents, as his new tour of duty
neant that he stayed on as M.0, to the 9th Inf Graup;

Supplies taken over from the 7th Group,
were augnented by others sent from Ireland. In general,
these were sufficient and suitable items but soue,
requisitioned by the 7th for use of the 8th, were not
supplied, Somie itens becane scarce towards the end
of the tour.

Transport was the same as for the
7th Group, l.e. two Landrovers FFS and one Ford 3 ton
4 berth Anbulance. In August the big Anbulance was
returned as unsuitable and unsatisfactory. Two
additionsl Landrovers FFS are awaited to replace it.
Two of the medical orderlies, Privates Mullen and Meejan,
were enployed as drivers during the tour,. They cach
drove between 12,000 and 13,000 niles in the period =
~ecident free,

Two of the Medical Platoon, Privates
Connolly and Purcell were enployed as barmen in the
Officers Mess, where their efficient and courteous
services were greatly appreciated by visitors and
"atives" nlike. Cpl Bartley blossomed out as a cook
during a stay at tThe Fanagusta Rest Centre, proving so
satisfactory that his services were sought agein ot a
later date.
Special Deliveries
here were the inevitable crop of

M,androver babies" delivered en route from KOKKINA o
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LEFKA Hogpitale Three of the births were normal but one
was stillborne The Medical NCOs also helped many sick
Cypriots = Greek and Turk alike - in the renote villeoges
of our Districte. Most of the time was devoted to routine
nedical duties, advising and helping in Canp sanitation
end providing a Medical Orderly at the Rest Centre in
FAMAGUSTA.

Mosculto Control

Lipison was effected between Greeks and Turks
to deal with the mosquito menace, which assuned seripus
proportions during this Sumtier of 1967. 4L surprising
degree of co=operation and mubusl goodwill was achieved
on these occasionse Cpl Porter attended and passed o
Sanitation Course atbthe Hygiene Wing, B«M.H. DHEKELI.
fron 4 = 9th June. an interesting denonstaation of the
Stokes Litter for heli evacuations was given to the Platoon
on June 7th. Liagison with other Contingents was naintained
by a series of monthly conferences, presided over by the
CeM.0. Col 'Jimny! Cole, RAMC.

Sick rates were well within nornal linits and
there were no outbreaks of epidenic disecase arnong Irish
TLroOpS. The policy of rotating Platoon personnel
between the different Coipanies made for variely cnd

established good relations and nutucl help and respect.




The first function we attended in XEROS
Officers Mess was the dinner given by the 7th Group
Officers to the newly arrived 8th Group Officers.s On
17th april the 8th Group held its first social function.
Mr P, O'Beirne, Chief Administrative Officer, UNFICYP,
who was leaving Cyprus to take up snother UN appointient,
and his wife, were the guests of honour and werc the
reciplents of a present from the 8th Infi Group.

The next "big night" was a function for
local CMC officials and National Guard Officers on May
11th, our first opportunity to meet on a soeial basis
our "opposite numbers" in XEROS area, and indeecd of
returning the hospitality they had shown us. There
were several luncheon guests - the Austrglien Ambagsador
to Greecey, Mr Gullet, Mr Fabian the American writer,
representatives from other contingents, particularly
Operations staffs who visited Lefka Distriet for an
operationnl "look-see", and who reciprocated the
hogpitality when our officers went to thelr arease. The
Chief Signals Officer, L%t Col Robert Wythe on his
inspection visit wag also our guest for lunch,

On June 21lst we had our biggest function
so far, a reception for members of all contingents and
HQ UNFICYP. Nearly 200 guests enjoyed what was noted
the best party on the island", and both personcl and
written messages of thanks and appreciation were showered
on Lt Col Beary for the next few dayse Perhaps the best
testimonial was the prompt requests from all present for
an invitation to "the next party" and the sometimes blatant

angling by those who hadn't been but had heard 211 cbout it.

ad
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Irigh Visitors

Only Y% days later a rnost welcome function
was a dinner in honour of a Board Bainne delegation headed
by Condt Joe McGough. The new Board Bainne coat of aris
was presented to the Mess, the first time it had been
presented to anybodye. A rost enjoyable time was had by
hosts and visitors, thought it has to be admitted that
about the only beverage not consuried was "Bainne'.

The 0/C 8th Group
showed his
appreciation of the
efforts put into the
funetion on the 21st
by holding a C/Os
dinner on June 27th,
which was attended
by all available
officers from HR ond

the Companiess

The 6th of July saw our first guest fron
behind the Iron Curtain when the Rumanian Military Attache,
acconpanied by his wife and son, was the guest at lunch
in the Officers Messe The 11th of July, an .Lrny Holiday,
was the occasion of the Chief of Staffts visit. His
speech after lunch in the Mess was voted one of the best
of its kinde

The ronth of July was to see more
distinguished guests, culninating on the last day of the
rionth with o lunch for the Force Cormander who had presented
UN nedals that daye In between we had three Revenue
Commissioners from Ireland, a group of Austrisn doctors
from the UN Field Hospital and a mos?® enjoyable lunch for
two British bonb disposal experts, Majors Phil BEasterby cond

Mike Pritchard-Davies, the latters obvious enjoyuent giving
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no inkling of the tragedy that was to be within - natter

of ten days.

August was a ilonth of casual visitors
with a welcone visit from Mrs Beary, wifc of our C/O.
Another honoured guest this month was the Commereicl
Secretary of the German Enbassy, his wife and three
children, The two bilg functions were a dinner for
Nationzl Guard officers on Agéust 21st =znd our Farewell
party for o11 contingents, with nore than 200 guests,
on the 29th. Perhaps it can best be swiied up in the
words of a guest "Ididn't think there could have been &
better party than your June effort, but there was =
and this is it". One najor contribution to the success
was the Group Showband ond Bellad Group, a scratch
collection of musicians who went from strength to strength
and were g great success at numerous functions in
different contingentse They played at the UNFICYP HG
Mess Dance on August, 19th and were generally noted the

best of the Groups which had perforned there.

NCOg and Men

It should not be thought that social
occasions were confined to the Officers Mess., Far fron
it, indeeds In fact the 1list of functions in the NCOs
Mess and Mens Canteen is so long that it is not feasible

to reproduce it in full.

On 8th May, Sgt Mick Lacey of The Signals
Platoon (who had stoyed on fron the 7th Group) celebrated
his birthday with a tremendous party in the NCOs Messe
He contributed an ecuasl anount to that collected by The
NCOs and the Group Compander, 2 i/c, 0/C HQ Coy and Mess
President were guests at the functione 4 few days later
o buglond of RAF personnel with their wives and fanilies

were entertained by the NCOs of 8th Group. On 24th May
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the Australien Civilion Police were guests at a Farewell
Party, a wonderful evening in tribute to the men fron
Down Under with whom the Irish have alwgys had such good
relationss

On June 1st it was the turn of the Privates
who Played host to the Group 0/C and a nuaber of officers.
Pte Paddy Ward our’ebublient bayber, did the honours in
great style. On the last day of this nonth the Group
Comlander showed his gppreciation of the contribution
nade by the NCOs and Privates of the Mess staff by

holding a special function for then in the NCOs Mess.

The nonth of August saw a series of parties,
nany of then of a "Farcwell" nature. On the 1hkth the
NCOs took over the "Seagull" Bar in XEROS village and
entertained the Officers of the Group, representatives
of Britecon and all the inenbers of the NCOs Mess. The
Engineers held their party on September 1lst, when Capt
Brisn Hardwick was the reciplent of a number of
presentationse Saturday Septenber 9th saw the NCOs
farewell dinner; the Privates having had theirg on the
6th ~nd a pleasant function on the 7th saw the
distribution of Safe Driving Medals to neinbers of the
Transport Platoon. The arrival of the zdvance clements
of the 9th Group was the signal for an outbrecak of partics
end get-togethers, most of then spontaneous and

unrehearsed, snd =11 of then enjoyables




CHAPTER IX

SPORTS_AliD WELFARE

The story of sport in the Unit is = success
story for 'B! Conpany who captured Group Championships
in Soccer, Basketball, Swinning and Volleyball. Other
sports officially catered for were Athletics.
Soccer

The Soccer was played on n knock=-out basis
decided on goal aggregaté.-hore and awaye In the event of
a tie after two games, away goals counted for the purpose
of deciding the tie. The seni-finals resulted in wins
for IC. and !'B! Conpany over '4! Conpany and H: Coripany
respectively. ICa had an easy passage to the final but
'B! Company only got through thanks to a nissed penalty
by HQ in the last few ninutes. The final, played at
LIMNITIS was ai interesting affair until !B! Conpany
took the leade At this stage ICA wilted and 'B! Coumpany
eventugelly won nore easlly than the 2 - 0 scoreline would
suggeste

Group teams were in gection on two occasions
against Turkish selections from LEFKi. The first gane
was logt 3 = 2 but o few weeks later a brilliant Group

tean beat the Turks by 7 = 1.

Swirming

Swirning

conpetitions were-

lield in ‘KATO, : : fha - ~
PYRGOS which 1s.by

far the nost

suitable beach in

the area, For this
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reason, all swinning competitions have been nNentioned

in the KATO PYRGOS Chapter.

Baskethall & Volleyball

Both these conpetitions were on a hone
and away league basis and both resulted in easy victories
for 'B! Coupany. Many of the teans taking part enjoyed
far nore the socinl gatherings in the horie Mess after the
gailes than they did the actual playing tinee It was
even suggested that the teans should all include at
least one good szinger - a practice which is believed to

have succeeded for the Lions Rugby Tealle

Aathletics

Septenber 8th o very successful Group
athletics Mecting was organiged by IC.. Company nnd held
at MAVROVOUNI Stadium. The occasion was not without
its pageantry. The Arnoured Car Group provided on
escort of honour for the Commending Officer; there
was an "Olynpiec Torch" and a march past of the teaus

all adding up to an enjoyable afternoon.

Results
100 yds = 1le 8Sgt Leahy - IC..
2. Lt Carolan - B Coy
220 yds = 1, Lt Flening - B Coy
2. Plte Gleason - ICi
Yo yds = 1, Pte Hogan - H: Coy
2, Lt Flening - B Coy
Inter Coy = : SO S )
Relay
2. & Coy
830 yds = 1, Pte Carroll - H7; Coy
2. Cpl Mannion - H3 Coy
High Juap = 1, Cpl O'Grady - IC.

2. Pte O'Riordan - i Coy
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Long Junp - l. Sgt Leahy o TCA
2. Pte Cleary - A Coy
Hop, Step - 1. Pte Gleason - IC.
and Junp
: 2+ Pte Burke - 13 Coy
Novelty Events 1. Tpr Murphy - ICA
3 Legged Race &
Tpr Cullen - ICA
Egg & Spoon - 1e Tpr Murphy - ICA
2. Pte Murphy - B Coy
Sack Race - l. Pte Carnody - H{; Coy
Revellle Race = le Pte Brogan - B Coy
Vetercns Race - 1e Begt Lyasat ~ ICa
2. Cpl Bartley - ICA
Relay - 1., 8 Inf Group

2., LEFKA Turks

Tean Championship

ICA Conpany - 13 points

& Conpany - 6 points
HG Company - 4 points
B Conpany - 4 points

Gk

The "Gud ban® worked in reverse for the
Group as the conpetition was not held on nedlcal advise.
It was felt that the ground was too hard to risk 1inbse.
It was noticed that of the many gaelic players taking
part in the Soccer Chgmplonships, very few were injured.
For the sane reason, Hurling was "out". Indeed, the
sriall band of hardy enthusiasts who bared the hcat and
rock-hard grounds to "have a few pucks" were un=ninous
that conpetitive garmes under these conditions would have
been a real hazard. One can only regret that a Group
which included so neny top-class exponents of both our
native gnones - though sorie did win their laurels in the

rather distant past = did not have the opportunity of
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of the Group, Lieut Larry Coughlan, hal the distinction
ing specially flown hone to Ireland to help his
native county in the Chanpionshipse His inability to
travel for the Leinster Final is cited as a big
contributing factor to, 0ffaly's elinination. Honesty

B

to record that certain Me

+h
al

collpels u

n

elenients in

o

Group do not alt a1l subscribe to thisg conjecture,

= L g o o P by e R o - r € *
siowlng The locals how omr ganecs are pPlaycde One officer
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The two Chaplaing with the Group were ReV
Fr Denis Killisn, Custume Bks, Athlone, wnd Rev Fr
Gerald Keohane, Collins Bks, Cork. Both had previous .
service in Cypruse.

They divided the District, one taking care
of Ho and LEFKA Camps, the other LIMNITIS ~nd KATO
PYRGOS. They changed placed ab six week intervals

ond thus got to know the personnel in all the Lanps.

They éacﬁ said thrée Masseéion Sundays and 4
Holy Days, five in the Company Canps and one in Ste i
Barnabas Church, XEROS. This Church was attended by “
the Catholics of the neighbourhood, both Maronite and
Latin Rite. On week-days the Chaplains saild Mass in |
the morning and Rosary in the evening in one of the i
Canpsa They visited the OPs regularly. Twice during t
the tour of duty, Rev Fr Hubert Le Duc of CANCON visited
the Camps and heard confeesionsse

Both Chaplains attended a conference of all
UN Chaplains at UNFICYP H{ and an Becunenical Meeting
in NICOSIA at which ten Christion Chumrches were

represented. i
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WELFARE

Overall, nothing of great import or of a
different nature to the experiences of the Welfare Section
of other overseas Uhits occured during 8 Inf Groups tour
of dutys On formation in the Curragh, the Welfare Staff
was 1 Officer and 1 NCO, Such things as Unit Flashes,
Rank Markings, Underlays, Unit Lanyard etcs, were procured
and issued on repaynente. The distribution of "Canteen
Board Special Offer" in caneras, shaversy filnms, etc.,

Was arranged.

Early in April the staff was supplemented by
one Sgt and one Private. Gifts of cigs, whiskey,
Guinness, chocolate, sweets, books, electric irons and
hurleys were received from various Irish firms and were

distributed to Conpanies on strength basise

Sports FEdquipment

A large consignment of Welfare and Sports
equipnent was received from Arny Welfare and distributed
to Companies, enabling them, in turn, to equip Messes,
Canps and OPs and to provide for all types of games in
their Canps,

Normal purchases and sales of duty free goods
and souvenirs were nade, Filns were shown three times
weekly in each Canpe

The swimning season started in May and fron
this on swirming became very popular to the detriment of
other organised sports, though a Group Soccer Competition
was run off during the ronthe. Rafts and hoats were
provided for the various beaches, while sales of swimning
trunks and sun-tan lotion increased rapidly. A basketball

conpetition was begun in May and finished in June.

Rest Centre

On June 22nd the Rest Centre ot FAMAGUSTA was
opened for the troops, Twenty five 0/Ranks holiday makers




w7l -

and three officers were "in residence" each week and were
looked after by a small staff of cooksy walters etc,.
This holiday camp was very popular and nuch appreciated
by all ranks.

Middle East war "shot down" any ideas of
holidays in ISRAEL, JORDAN or EGYPT, but an abbreviated
tour of LEBANON was arranged and availed of by 23 a1l
ranks, including the Group Conrander;

The hot days of august kept us busy maintaining
supplies of minerals and soft drinks to the Canteen and
Messes.

On dugust 27th the Rest Centre closed. All
agreed that the venture was highly successful.

Relieved

On September 6th, the Recce Party arrived and
the welcone sight of new faces spelt "Gate Fever" ag
one Coy Commander called it. Welfare Staff were up to
their ears as sales soared, Spirits, cigs and ningi
turned over like lighting and bottles and packets, radios,
coffee sets and camel stools thudded into ningy boxes
at all times of day and night. The fact that all
Welfare Stores had been transferred fron the village to
XEROS Camp was both a blessing and a hindrance to the
staff, The Advance Party arrived on 11th and the secrets
of Welfare were passed in huddled, whispering sessions

of serious faced "Mingy Men".

Morale

In general it can be said that Welfare in the
8th Group fared no better or no worse than that of other
Units. The cribs and the bouguets have a peculiar
consistency. As for general norale armong all ranks,

I can only say that it was in ny opinion nornal for

a Unit such as the 8th Group.




ANNEX '4' TO UNIT HISTORY.
8TH INFANTRY GROUP..

NOMIN.LL ROLL =~ 8TH INFLNTRY GROUP,

GROUP HE.DQU..RTERS..

oC 0.4939 Lt.Col Beary, James.,

2 i/c 0.5181 Comdt Stewart, John, M.
Ayt 0.6 932 C-pt Leyden, Micheal, J.
QM 0.7486 Capt Nuzent, P .trick, .
Ops Offr, 047440 C:pt Donnelly, William, G,
Int Offr. 047323 Capt Bates, Martin, D.
Welfare Officer. 0.7550 Capt Buckley, Laurence, E.R.
Legal Officer, 0,6183 Comdt O!Shen, Timothy.

.:ss t Ops Offr. 0.8035 Lieut. O 'Dwyer, Noel, W.
~.cst Int Offr, 0.8076 Lieut., Moloney, John, i
BSM. 87182 B SM Norris, Patrick,

HE.DQULRTERS COMPLNY,

Comnnny Headguarters,

Coy Comdr, 0.6376 Comdt Ryan, John,
Coy 3gt. 433647 c/s Kelly, P.
CQMS 87488 CQMS Quinn, M,
Clerk (Telep) 808726 Pte Manley, M.
Storeman/Dvr, 813452 Cnl McGrath, T.

't PLATOON,

.88t ..djt & Pln Comdr 0,7852 Lieut, Whelan, Vincent, P,

MP Officer, 0.5754% Capte McLaughlin, John, J,
CS (MP) 800253  Sgt Cahill, K,

Band (& Mess Duties) 89979 5ot 127 S

52t Clerk (Ord Room) 94978 sgt Thompson, J.

gt Clerk (Int) 805700 Sgt Buckley, P,

3ot Clerk (Ops) 806634 Sgt Kellehcr, T.G.

Sgt Clerk (Telep Op) 805790 det Houlihon, C.D.

3gt (Int) 804909 Set Gartland, W.

a3t (Int) 801568 Jet Kealy, T.P.T.

Sgt (MP) 807182 Cpl Power, J.,

...'v2/.0000
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ot (M) 809583 Cnl Brenncn, 1,
act (MP) 805890 Cpl Dillon, J.

Sgt (C"frs Mess) 433819 t Furlong, J.

S t (Post) 802920 3nt Thomnson, T.
Brnd (& Mess Dutics)  810Cko Cnl Curron, P,
Band (& Mess Duties) 97480 Cpl O 'Connor, C.
Bend (& Mess Duticgs) 801338 Cpl Rycm, J.

Cpl Clerk (Tclep) 807213 Cpl Wotson, e

Cpl Int (Photagronher) 809928 Pte shechan, Je
Col (MP) 815430 Cnl suith, Je

Cpl (1P) 815065 Cnl Hortnott, Je
Cpl (1P) 812609 Cpl garran, T

Cpl (1) 316592 Cnl Parpredly Reds
Cnl (11P) 816527 Cpl Iurdock, P.J.
Cnl (MP) 813358 Cpl C'Connor, T.
Cnl (MD) 016874 Cnl Byrnc, I.F.
Band (& Mess Duties) 808816 te Behrn, M.

Band (& Mess Duties)  8okoolk Pte Hussey, ..o

B ond (& Mess Dutics) 98747 rte Hassey, Pe

B ond (& Mess Duties) 8109549 Pte MeGrath, W.
Band (& Mess Duties) 815681 Pte O0',ullivan, Je
Bend ( & Mcss Duties) 302484 Pte inceheon, D,
Bond (& lMess Dutics)  81515Y ote stenhenson, W,
Bond (& Mcss Duties) 815586 Pte Troy, M.

Band (& Mess Duties) 816207 Dte Butlcr, J.T.
Bend (&MMe s Dutics )  81hkoil Jte Mossey, ‘e

Q' PL.TOCN,

-8t QM & Pln Comdr, C.7990 Licut. MeDonou~h, lotthirs.,
En-r Officcr, 0.7869 Capt. Hordwick, Chorles, J.Be
Ord Officer. 0.7538 Condt., Russell, Potrick J,
BOLIS 80502 BOMS LVernn, JeJde.
Calis 914G3 CQis Roche, 1.

CQiis (Welfnre) 80C 3849 C jbiS lMeCoffcrty, G.
LAmmo Dxeom 90328 S icGuire, J,

.0003/0000
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o B L 86128 Hear C'Connell, 2.
--PROUrCr, 803959 gt UtShen, 2,
Cook, 90298 sgt Loftus, C.
Zncr Tech, 407968 C/5 Wolversony H,
Zngr Tcch. 8ok717 3ot Heffernnn, T,
Enzr Tecch, 804718 t Johnson, .,
Eneor Tech, 808844 Cpl -herns, M,

torem-n, 09625 3 Murteye T.

Kent, G,

Tent Renrirce, 615985 Enl Dowler, J,
rmourcr, 8119356 Cpl Kinsella, J,
Krmourer , 804585 Pte Dunne, .
Clerk (Tclep Cp) g12khs Conl C'Boyle, %
Cook, 95715 Cpl Kevanogh, P,
Cook, 81154 Cpl »1len, W,
Cook, 68570 3% DOSnar; P
ingr Tech, 81¢823 Cpl Brady, J.
Engr Tech, 3811938 Cpl lrnnion, 2,
Engr Tecch. 8C9593 Cpl Morrissey, D
storeman/Dvr, 937L5 Cpl Deloney, <.
Borber, 85L5¢ Pte Ward, P.
Cook, 815433 Pte OtBrien, .
Cook, 915293 Jte Rochford, P,
Coolk, 815231 Pte C!'Necill, G.
Cook. 815833 Pte Kcogh, Ty
Enzr Tech, 805184 Cpl 0'Cellaghen, J.
Zngr Tech, 869575 Col Nolan, J.
Zngr Tech, 813415 Pte Walsh, T,
Angr Tech, 813138 te Grant, F.
Zngr Tech, 8131¢cC rte Burke, T.
Tailor, 812573 Pte Moylan, L,
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Jones, Nocl, C.
T'"U.,)\ ’ 1_1.
Gollegher, J,
Locey, M.
KiFmopting B,
Gretton, W,
Mulvey, R.
Lofferty, J.
Kilmartin, J,
bu gan, M,
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Murray, D.
Doherty, M.
Gallagher, Pu
C'Donnell, 5.
0'Zhea, C.
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Driver 1T Otiichoncy, J.

Driver 1T 017127 rte Croash, T.

Drivar T 815477 te Horrison, Ge
Driver MT 815146 Pte Hogony J.
Driver NT 816934 Tte Robinson, J.
Driver 1T 815508 >te Cnrhill, B.
Deiver UT 315784 Tte McKervey, J.
Drivep MT 815270 Pte licLysaght, L.
Driver MT 815503 rte Kenezhan, J.
Driver MT rte Garroll, Ts
Driver LT 315085 Pte Murphy, J.

Driver MT 815458 Pte Doyle, M,

Driver MT 8C9832 rte Dempsey, L.
Driver MT 813935 Tte Hownrd, ...
Fitter MT 809530 Pte Wilson, .
Fittcr MT 511954 Pte sherry, P.
¥iDIC.L PL TOGN.

ln Comdr 0.6745 Condt O'shea, Henry, P.
Pln Offr, 0.7829 Comdt Drly, Edward, D,
Coy 37t, 89816 taw Hennesy, L.

Med Oxd. 80936C 57t Crecton, P.

Med Ord, 801172 Cpl Durney, J.

d
Mcd Ord,. gokk13 Cpl Murphy, D.

Med Ord, 805385 Cpl Bartley, C.
Med Ord. 813435 Cnl Porter, T,
Med Ord. 810313 Pte Mullen, D,
led Crd. 81C758 Pte Purcell, M,
Med Ord, 812386 Pte Meegon, J.
Med Ord. 8130564 rte O'Donnell, M.
Med Ord. 815159 rte Connolly, P.
Med Qrd. 815200 rte Woods, M.

Q|0!6/0-ol




Parge 64
SAVY MORTAR TROOP,
Troop HQ.
Iroop Comd, 0.7275 Capt Boyle, T
m- oy g b Qo
Troop Sgt, 91063 CQMS Jones, F,

Fenciller OPA 94970 Szt Earley, W,

Penciller GPOA 814236 Cpl Dollard, M,
Signaller, 814015 Gnr Kennedy, K.
Storeman/Dvr, 91803 Cpl Gibney, E,
Penciller, 815502 Gnr Fahy, M.
Signaller. 81541 L Gtnr Maclen, O
Signaller, 815492 Gnr Cassidy, W,
Signaller, 315700 Gnr Leonard, T,
Cook, 815368 Gnr Cleary, J,
NO. I SECTION,

Sece Comde 0,8082 Lieut Murray, J.
1.t Sub-Section,

Mortar No, 807753 Cpl Gavin, T,
Mortar No. 815758 Gnr Lyons, P,
Mortar No. 815346 Gnr Clyne, W,
Mortar No, U664 Gnr Clinton, J,
18! Sub-Section,

Mortar No, 89954 Sgt Watson, We
Mortar Noe 316578 Gnr McAnaney, A
Mortar No. 811526 Gar Connolly, Ps
Mortzar Noe 813483 Gnr Johngon, M,
NO. 2 SECTION,

Secs Comds 0,808k Liecut Dwyer, J,
'A'_Sub=Section.

Mortar No. 80549k Cpl Lynam, K,
Mortar No. 815107 Gnr Devaney, Je
Mortar Hoe 815699 Gnr Heffernan, M.
Mortar No. 815455 Gnr O'Brien, M,

00'07/0000
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Page 7.

15! Sub-Scetion.

Mortar No, 211637 Szt Hoey, Je

Mortar No, 815501 Gnr Darby, W,

Mortar Noe 815721 Gnr McEntee, J,

Mortar No, 812432 Gnr O'Keeffe, L
Attachments,

Chaplains (2) Reve Fre Do Killian,

Reve Fre G. Keohanes
oY COMEANY.

Gompany Ileadquarters,

Coy Comnd, 0.,7107 Comdt Flynn, Ja

2 A0 0,750I Capt Keyesy Ge
Coy Sgzta 36861 oS Smith, M,
CQMs., 93268 cqlis Freeman, E.
Clerke 811512 Cpl. Kavanagh, B.
Cooke 89828 Cpl 0'Rourke, K.
Driver MT 95223 Cpl Byrney Pa

OP W & L. 315873 Cpl Buckley, De
Signaller, 806043 Cpl Broe, W.ii.
Storemen/Dvr, 811893 Cpl Fogarty, G.
Coolke 814540 rte Swords, M.
Cook. 815757 Pte Sutton, Ja
‘Cooka 815640 Pte Frederilzsen, C,
Coolt, 807727 Pte Floody, Ca
Driver T 803545 Pte Walsh, Ja
Driver MT. 809316 Ple Higging, J.
OF W & L 816161 Pte Rochford, M,
OP W & L. 315755 rte Kelly, Be

OF W & L. 815511 rte McEvoy, Wae
Storeman/Dvr. 811726  Pte Bradley, M.

NO., I RIFLE FL:iTOON,
Platoon HQ.

Platoon Comd. 0.7957 Lieut Fallon, J,.
Flatoon 8gte 90244 Sgt Tiernan, Ge
Siznaller. 816401 Pte Bushen, T.

.0.08/00‘..
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Noe 1 Section,

Sec Comd., 807828 Cpl Curtin, M.
LMG No. 814401 Cpl 0!Connor, Zs
Riflenans 80679 Pte Corrizan, Fe
Rifleman. 816028 Pte Clearyy Je
Rifleman, 815610 Pte 0'Neill, J.
Riflemans 315427 Fte O'Brien, J,.
Rifleman, 814662 Pte Burke, S.
LMG No, 816118 rte Westman, De
LMG lio. 816409 Fte Kellyy Je
Rifleimon/Dvre 810006 Fte Donnelly, P

Scc Comd, 813522 Cpl Dowler, M.
LMG o, 813453  Cpl Joyce, T
Rifleman, 815806 rte Nealis, H,
Rifleman, 816117 rte Berrigan, L,
Riflemans 816265 rte Wolshy Je
Riflcman, 616271 rte Dowlery I
Riflemaiie 816002 Pte McCormack, Be
LMG Noe 816215 rte Kelly, W
LMG No, 808575 Fte Stcphens, B.
Riflcman/Dvr. 815910 Ite Marlow, Te
llos 3 Scections

cc. Comde 815879 Cpl 0'Donnell, J.
LMG No, 815218 Cpl Eakins, J,
Riflemane 816803 Fte Mahon, J,.
Rifleman, 816000 ite Kelly, Fe
Riflemane 816829 rte Geoghegan, M
Rifleman, 315727 Pte Scanlon, M,
Riflcman. 315431 Fte licCaffery, Je
LMG No, 816337 rte OfSullivan, F.
LIG Toe 315574 rte O'Riordan, M.
Riflecman/Dvr. 314079 Fte McDonagh, Je

.ooc9/o¢o&
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1latoon HO.

ilatoon Comd,
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rlatoon Sgte 92572 Set Mooncy, ie
Signollers 314492 Sgn Coakleyy o
lio, 1 Scetion,
Sec Comd. 87234 Sgt HcCabey Fo
LMG No. 816025  Cpl Tracey, Je
Riflemane 31602 Fto Barry, gz
Riflcman. 815604 rte Cullcn, W,
Riflcman, 816834 Fte Kenny, Je
Rifleman, 817166 L te Boniicr, W
Riflemalis 814051 I'te Word, Te
LMG No. 815233  Tte Callinon, Fe
LMG No, 816877 L te Dohcrtyy re
Riflemon/Dvr. 817162 I'te Manifold, Je
Noe 2 Sceclions
Sec Comd. 811061 Cpl MeGivern, Be
MG No, 92963 Cpl Kelly, Se
Riflcmane 815392 Fte Byrne, M.
Riflecmane 816313 rte Gerashby, S.
Riflecmane 814833 Tte Hurlcy, Je
Riflemone 815863 A/Man Murray, Fe
Rifleman. 816355 1te Smith, Je
LMG o, 813966 rte Menson, Ee
LMG Ho, 816343 rte Kelly, M,
Riflcman/Dvre 817061 Gar Brennan, I,
No. 3 Section,
Sce Cond. 31.3080 Cpl deid, Je
LMG No, 808757 Cpl Fitzpatrick, J.
Riflcman. 816241 Tpr Newport, i
Riflciaiie 315578 I'te Mc uleyy Je

D«'-‘,l:f, CT.

Riflemale
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lioorc, Ge
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Rifleman,




LMG Ho.
LG Ho,

Riflcman/Dvre

815142
816560
805929 Yte

ilo. 3 RIFLE iLATOOIN.

ilatoon HQ.
¥ln Comd,
rln Sgte
Signallecr,

No,_1 Scction,

Scec. Comd,

LMG No,
Riflemane
Rifleman,
Riflemane
Riflemans
Riflcians.

LMG Noe

LMG No,
}iflenan/Dvr,
Ho. 2 Section.
Sce. Comde
LMG No.
Riflemane
Riflemane
Aiflenane
Rifleman.
Riflcmane
LMG Ho,
LMG No,

Rifleman/Dvie

Lo. 3 Section.
Sce. Conde

LMG Nos
Rifleman.

043135 Lieut
307546 Sgt
817350 TQI'

809222 Cpl
815763 ite
81696L rte
315092 +te

315461 :te
816866 Tpr
816111 Tpr
305250 Cpl
9938k Cpl
814068 Sgin
815767 yte
811872 vte
815194 Lte
815545 ite
813568 rte
815952 ic
816110 Tpr
91178 Cpl
813633 Cpl

815462 +te

R R R R R RRRRRDDR .
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Paze 10,

Murphy, DB.
Me3ride, 1.

Lecechy Ge

MeNomara,y J.ll.
Leigh, W,

Keogh, T.

fdcdmond, i
O'Brieny ie
Sl(’-.ttc‘fy’ i
OtHeill, I
Kinsella, is
Rcdmond,y Je
O0!'Councll, D,
O'Comnor, i
OtLeary, Cs

DO rai 9 J .

Sweency, Te
Swcency, ite

Kchocy Je

Ganuon, Ce

Moran, L.

Geraghty, M.

bMulling, Se

g

Higgins,

Ll

PTG 1 17 e
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i Page 1l .
Riflenans 814518 L te Dorey, W,
Riflemane 814816 Pte Flynn, F.
Riflenana 314945 rte Honlon, .
Riflenan, 81363k ite Coadyy Ce
LiG No. 81611k Tpr Noblett, T.
LMG No. 815942 Tpr McGlynn, e
Rifleman/Dvr, 816112 Tpr Rogers, Je
SUFFORT_iLATOON .
Llatoon HO.
Pln Comdr. 0.8133 Lieut, McCourt, B.
rln Sgt. 95482 Szt O!Toole, Lo
Signallers 816533 Fte 0'Bricn, Ae
anti=Tank Scetion,
.tk No, L4611 Cpl lcLaurence, J.
4tk No, 8165696 Cpl Cowman, i
4tk No. 812078 rte McDermott, G
Atk No, 803541 Fte Dingley, M.
.tk No, 816099 ite Carroll, T,
4tk No. 80II0% rte Radford, M.
Mortar Section,
Secs Comdre 90927 Sgt McCann, ...
Mor No, 813005 Cpl 0!Connor, R
Mor Mo, 812642 Cpl Houlihaii, W,
Mor Lo, 814941 Tte Russcll, J,
Mor No. 814937 ite White, D.
Mor Nos 81348k Pte Farrell, Je
Mor No..’ 801521 1te Canning, M.
Mor Nos 816896 vte Kearns, W.
Mor NOe 815555 rte Gibney, Bs
Mor No, 814563 Fte Duffy, Le
Mor Noe 815653 L te Kinsella, J.
Signcllers 815943 Ite Bowcs, Te

O..llg/...l
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Page 12a
B! COMiaNY.

Company, Headauarterss.
Coy Comd. 0.56399 Condt Young, E.
210 0.7581 Capt O0!Donovan, F.B,
Coy Sgt. 81911 CMs O!'Brien, N,
COMS. 41707%  CQMS lNcEvoy, M.
Clerks 805738 “te Tobin, J,
Cooks 93135 ite Ryan, ie
Driver MT. 813997 Cpl Mullane, le
0L W & Le 813155 Cpl 3yrnc, J.
Signaller. 814074 Cpl Moore, G,
Storecman/Dvr. 803850 Cpl Fitzgerald, M,
Cooke 95491 Fte Dcmpseyy ie
Cook 9502k rte Ryall, E.
Cook, 811611 Pto O'Flynn, P,
Cooke 810766 s 0'Regan, F.
Drivecr MT. 313099 FPte Brogan, F,
Drivcr MTe 813611 Fte O'Gorman, C.
Or W & L. 814966 rte Clifford, W.
Ol Wé& L, 815146 rte McElligott, M
OF W & L, 816018 ite Moher, ile
Storeman/Dvr, 816195 e Moynihon, M,
No. 1 ALFLS 2L.,TOON.
idatoon HQ.
Ilatoon Comde 0,8144 Licut Fleming, T,
Platoon Sgt. 93910 CQMS learse, N.
Signallere 308478 Sgile MeMahon, J.
No., 1 Scetion.
Sces Comde 81802 Cpl O'Kecffe, Do
LMG Noe 809137 Cpl Flynn, e
Riflemans 813952  ite Butterficld, J.
Riflenans 816981 rte Clancy, J.
Riflenane 802200 vte Considinc, J.
Riflcrmen. 817539 Fte Noughton, J.
Riflenona 808906 fte Mullins, J,

.nvil3/cici
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LMG Ho,
LIG No,

Rifleman/Dvre

Nos 2 Section.
ScCe Coride

LMG No,
Riflenan,
Riflemaiie
Rifleman,
Riflechan,
Riflenan.

LMG No,

LMG Noe
Riflemnon/Dvr.
Nos 3 Section,
Sec, Cond.
Riflenane
Riflemnan.
Riflcman,
Riflenan,
Riflelan,
LMG o,

LMG TNo.
Rifleman/Dvr,

N0

11latoon Condr,
rlatoon Sgta
Signaller.
No, I Scction.
Scc, Condr,
LMG No,

Riflenane

Riflenans

> RDOFLE iLATOON,

pi

364353
815943
816744

308284
308621
808995
817587
808286
803951
810157
809520
808817
807652

38384

805139
815682
808815
814776
813048
81607k
813993
814348
807232

0438092
86750
813021

803225
91113

816091
816738

Cpl
Cp

rte
rte

£te

Sgt
Cpl

Fte

ite

LiCut .

Anncx 14l
Page 13s. .

McIncrney, re
Mcade « Je

Fitzgerald, W,

Byrncs, Il
Rochey 1M,
Thompson, G,
Doylc, Je
Ledger, G,
Noonan, V.
Ryan, M.
Buggyy Ge
Meaghcr, Je

Houghton, Ha

Rouine, I,
Kenneally, T.
Fitzgerald, T.
Doherty, ie
Wall, Je

Ryol, ..
Hartigan, We
Kelly, N
Lynch, C.

Higgins, ie

Moher ’ J .

Barry, +«Ke
BaI‘I‘y‘, Jo
Whelan, Te

Walsh, E.
..I.lL!'/.O..




tiflcnan,
Riflenans,
Riflenans
LMG FNoe
LMG No,

Riflenan/Dvr,

Hos 2 Section,
Sce. Comde
LMG No,

niflenians

(=4
l_

LG No.
LG Nos

Riflenan/Dvr.,.

Sce, Conide
LMG Noe
niflemane
Riftlenon,
fiflenane
Riflemnon,
Riflenana
LMG No,
LMG Noe

Riflenan/Dvr.

20. 3 RIFLE +L,.TOON.

811795
816924
817033
815921
812656
81421k

91296

808872
805437
801419

805609
81597k
807032
814116
81 5tk
810558

0.815%
ou76k
815693

Sgt
Cpl
vte
Pte

'te

ite
Pte
rte

rte

73
Sgte

Sgn

Annex 'A?
Paza dla..
Carmody, W,

Donoghue, i,
O'Driscoll, M.
McKell, J.
Cosgrovc,y Ja

Goldsboro, Je

Hunt, I.
Laste, JeJ.
Fitzgerald, Je
Kenncdy, Ne
O'teara, W,
0tlahony, .
0!'Grady, L.
McGarry, «.
iierce, Do

O'Zricn, G.

Butler, Jo
Sarnes, L.G.
Morahan, T.
Bolesy De
Word, M.
Whelan, i
Greency ie
Sweency, ie
Kenneally, Me

1;Clly, Je

Carolan, J,
Gogginsy D

McCorinclky Je

000115/0000
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Page
Noe.. 1 Scction,
Scce Comnd, 806303 gt Geary, M.
LMG o, 809515 Cpl Foley, Je
Riflenone 813949 Tte Flynn, 7.
Riflcnan, 815691 ite Barry, M.
Riflcuane 81562%  ite Wensley, G
Riflenaone 815309 rte Mohony, M,
Riflenion, 816047 cte Glanton, M.
LHG No. 808060  Fte Walsh, T.
LMG Ho. 80169k rte Broe, Te
Riflenan/Dvr, 812508 rte Ryan, Je
lo. 2 Section.
Scc. Conde 814152 Cpl Cullen, R.
LMG No, 815888  Cpl Cusack, D,
Riflenan. 816840 I'te Murphy, L.
Riflenman, 8163868 rte Coughlan, D,
Riflcnan. 814054 rte O'Hara, J.
Riflemaone 809705 rte Crening i
Riflenan, 812817 I'te McKenna, J.
LMG Ko, 816833 rte Hallnhan, M.
LMG Noe 812069  Ite Hughes, L.
Rifleman/Dvre 815977 rte Crosby, Js
Sec Corid, 308148 Cpl O'Regan, Ee
LMG HNo. 30437k Cpl 0'3rien, D.
Riflenan, 815566 itc Dunnc, G,
Riflenan. 813752 rte Harrington, Te
Riflenan, 813791 Pte Hoyesy Je
Riflenan, 314823 rte Woods, K
Riflemén. 812063 ite Whelon, M
LMG 30. 816045 Pte O0'Donoghue, Le
- 1Me Ho. 813767 ¥t Coleman, Te

Riflenan/Dvr, 813096 i te Barron, Jede.

P —— g — p
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SUEL 04T 1L TOON.
slatoon HQ.
11n Condr, 0.3148 Liecut Meenon, J,
tln Sgte 802646 Sgt Higgins, M,
Signallers 315677 Fte lLhern, W.l,
nti=Tank Scetione
.tk No, 99729 Sgt Doylc, r.
.tk No. 307250 Cpl Sharpc, E.D,
4tk No, 8156671 rte Howcy, He
Atk Noe 816394 rte O'Dwyer, M.
itk No, 816151  ite 0'Sullivan, C,
atk No, 816760 rte Gleeson, T.
Mortar Scction,
Sec Condr, 807683 Szt Leahy, De
Mor Noe 810752 Cpl Grody, Je
Mor Noe 803253 Cpl Moroney, Ja
Mor Noe 815808 rte Dowecry T
Mor Noe 312758 rte Folcy, Be
Mor Noe 815335 rte O0'Xecffe, De
Mor Noe 315332 ite Flavin, J.
Mor Noe. 315730 rte Gruabridge, Je
Mor Noe 807986 vEe Malone, J.
Mor Noe 816260 ite Stapleton, C.
Mor Noe 315809 £te Hoaphy, Pe
Bizngller, 303061  Pte Bucklcy, Ta
ARMOURED CAV GROUE.
Group Headquartors,
Gp Corde 0s 5165 Condt Nunan, K
- S 19 0,65I0 Capt Magennis, ie
Teche 0s7942 Liecut Frecnan, Fe
CS. L5402 Sgt O0'Keeffe,y Jo
CQMS. 305055 CoMS Lanbcrt, N,
Cond A4/Car., 801232 Sgt Rowland, M.
Fitter MT. 804643 Sgt McCafferty, Je

...017/0000




Fitter MT
Cogk,
Fitter MT
Fitter MT.
Gunner/0F
Driver AFC
Driver 4i'C
Cook,
Driver i/Care
Driver MT
Storenan/Dvr,
No. I Seections
Scc Conds
Cond .L/Car
Gunner 0/F.

T A/Care
Dvr z/Car.

Gunncr 0/F,.

e —— - — "

ond +/Car.
Gunner O/Fe
Dvr 4/Car.
Dvr ~/C

r_'P

T
Gurner O0/Fe
No, 3 Scction.
Sce Comd:
Cond 4/Car,
Gunner 0/Fe
Dvr L/Care

r A/Cars

Gunncr 0/i,

9523

96306

307449
307447
30715%
94759

3025138
815639
312051
813929

0102)1

0,8167
63

650
813163

Ul

96

O

(@)

ol

)]

809171
316242

Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Tpr
Cpl

Annex 'A!
PﬂgQ,lZ{

McCarthy, Fa
ihelan, Pe
Mason, J,
Lanbe, J
Bailrd, T.
Barry, Re
Hayes, Ge
Dunncy Je
Toher, G,
Cullen, Lo

Fenlon, We

Kelly, K.T.
Tennyson, Je
Nolan, We
Rochey De.
Gahan, S,

McDonagh, Pa

Brodley, Ve
Cunninghen, Je
McGarr, We
Roche, D,
Murphy, Je

Slavin, Ge

Hollden, Ds
Mulvey, Ve
Whyte, Je
Burkc, T
O0'3rien, M.

Cleary, E.

00001‘3/00..




Sce Cond,

Corid A/Carg
Gunner 0/r,
Dvr 4/Care
Dvr 4/Car.

Gunner 0/L,

97060

307265
313141
815792
313165
816243

Sgt
Cpl
Cpl
Tpr
Tpr
Tpr

Anncx 'a!
Page 18s

Byrncy J.
Hamilton, E.
Ryan, Je
Kelly, J,
O'Haray Es

Clearyy ie




ANEX 'B' TO UNIT HISTORY.,
8TH INF4ITRY. GROUP.

- w—. ——

«  UNFICYP HQ.

LIEUT-COLONELS:
Beary, Ja weleQa

+ Cooney, Jed Directorate COE.

+ hern, W HQ 3 Bde.
Daly, E.D. I Fd Hosp Coye

+ Doyle, EeD. Observer Corps.
Flynn, Je HQ S/Comd.,
Nunan, K I Tk Sqn.

. McDonnell, We ITI F'd Sigse
oA glﬁgg?y’ T ﬁqFﬁ%gﬁd.
C!'Shea, H, Depot =ulMC.
Russell, P.J. HQ S/Comd.

- Reynolds, IBs HG S/Comd.,
Ryan, Fa 1é6th Bn.
Stewart, Je 7th Br.

+ White, We Depot COE.
Young, E. Lth Bn.

C&PTLliiSe

& Barry, Jedo 2 Garr S&T.

' Bates, MeDo iselle()s

Boyle, T 4 FuleRe
Buckley, LeSeRe Observer Corps.
Donnelly, We 4 FadeRe
Donovan, Fa 22nd Bna

P Dunne, Peds iseilefle
Hardwick, Ca 2 Mzin COE,
Jones, N.C, 2 Fd Sigse
Keyes, G 4 Garr ..0C.
Leyden, e 16th Bn.

00002/0000




+

CHAPLLINS,

| —— —  ——

McCarthy,
McLoughlin,
Magennis,
Nugent,
Ryan,

Scannell,

Coughlan,
Dwyer,
Fallon,
Freeman,
Hodson,
Kelly,
t{aloney,
Murray,
McDonagh,
McDonald,
McNamare,,
O0!Dwyer,
Whelan,

Carolen,
Flemming,
ilolden,
Meenan,

McCourt,

Keohane,
Killian,
Norris,

Everan,

Conlon,

K.C,
Je
wved o
!
Dedle

P.

L.
Je
J esne
Fe

Mmoo
Loive

Je
T.Fe
D.
JeP,

Poll-

G
D.
25

Je

wnnex !'B!?
Bagg 2e...
4 FelsRe
I Fd MPC,
4 Motor San.
..dm Wing, 4ir Corpse.
AeHeQo
3 Lprr 881,

I irmd Sgn.
Depot & SBchool Arty.
17th Bn,

I ~rmd Car Sqn.
12th Bn.

I Tk Sgn.

6th Bne

4 FeleR,

3 Garr .OC.
2nd Bn,

3rd Bn,

T8 =ir Corps.

)+ Garr S&T.

Lth Bn.
12th Bn,

4 Motor Sgn.
4th Bn,

3rd Bn,

HQ S/COmd .
HGQ W/Comd.
2nd Bn.

.’;. inw Sch.ool ]

l7th Bn,
;- 1.3/000;
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Eage 3e ‘
COY SGTS. 2
Gollagher,  J. 2 Fd Sigs
Kelly, P, Militcry Coll |
+ Kirwan, L. BWS S&T
0'Neill, P, 1 Grn .0C |
Smith, M, 3 Bn "
Wolverson, He. 2 Fd COB
oMs |
Freeman, E. 3 Bn !
Jones, T L FAR
Leombert, N, 5 Mot Son i
McCafferty, Ge 16 Bn
McEvoy, M. 1 Fd MPC
O!'Brien, M, 4 Bn
Pearse, Ce 12 Ban
‘uinn, M. 19 Bn
Roehe, M. 5 Bn
SERGEANTS
Bradley, Ve Depot Cav
Buckley, Fe H; 5 Bde
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