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The I9th Infantry Group, activated on the 2nd October, I970
and vhich took over operational responsibility for Larnaca
District, UNFICYP, on the 6th October, 1970 , represented,uiiquely,
the passing of an era and the commencement of another.

Ten years had bassed since the first unit of the Trish SIMY -
32nd Battalion - hag served abroad. Gradually over the yeors,
units were filled wit _ . vious units until it bLecame
unusual to meet someb trip overseas. However in
our Group the majority were 'first-timers', and they came with a
reireshing new look. To them tales of Manono, Kipushi, or even
Kabo, Pyrgos had as much relevance as Blackwater stories, these were
strictly 'old, . far-off things, and battles long agoft,
Even'Khyuios' hs its relevance and became an 0ld mang song,
Jusy another aspect of a 4 perdu",

A new generation of soldiers had arrived, prepared, of course,
to listen and learn, but intent on doing their 3job in their own
way, singing their own S0ngs, making their own traditions, The
measure of their success is now history. We keep the post Tor
pride, this unit gave an encouraging glimpse of the future.

DEP/RTURE
Nothing unusuail marked the formation and Pre-~departure training
of the I9th Infentry Group and the relevant list of detes im ns
follows:

(a) Date of Assembly Advance Gp HQ IT September I970 at
Collins Barracks,

(b) Date of Assembly Gp_HQ & HQ Coy I4 September 1970

(c¢) Date of Assembly 'a' & 'B' Coys I8 September 1970
(a) Date of Activation of Unit 2nd October I970

(e) Date of Departure for Cyprus
(1) Recce Party 25 September 1970
(2)  Adm Party 2nd October 1970
(3)  OP Party 6th October 1970
(4)  Mein Body IIth October I970.

It was a workmanlike proceeding in every sense. No formal
barades or inspections. We came together, got to know one another,
and then, with the minimum of fuss departed for Cyprus.

Cyprus ! Even though, as Already stated, it wes the Tirst
time obroad for many, this lovely island in the sun seemecd o be
knovm to all, and when we arrived the weather was at its mog
becutiful.
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Carribean blue skies, and balmy nights, an island paradise mar:ed
only by an unexpected mensce — mosquitoes. (Tales of the Congo were
not quitc so irrelevant at this point!)

It is our pleasure to record that, during the takeover pef;od,
we found our predecessors most helpful, and so, here, we give “Shanks
to the ISth Infantry Group.

e became operationally responsible for Larnaca District
UNFICY? on the 6th October I970 and the last element of <the Un;t
Arrived on the IIth of the same month,

e preliminaries being over now it was our job to eisuve that
the battle did NOT commence!? The Companies and the various scctions
of Group Headquarters now tell their own story.
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Group Headquarters 'A' Branch

A8 1s now normal procedure, the Adjutent Captain Noel Carey,
arvived in Cyprus on the last chalk, the TIth October snd ~“ound
his section working smoothly - which we have continued to do gince
then, with the usual minor troubles.

fpart from routine the undermentioned dates were the busiest
for us

I. Visit of An t-pire Cosanta, Ard Aid and Sec of Dept
From I3 Oct to 22 Oct '70.

2. Rotation 'A' and 'B! Coys

(2) 'A' Coy to Larnaca on & Jan '7T
(b) 'B' Coy to Kophinou-on 6 Jan '71

[fedal Parade” - 25th Feb '77T

S8t Patricks Day Ceremonies - Irish Night I7th March

Faster Sunday -~ IIth April.

Sport and Recreation

'"A' Branch has of course responsibility for sports, ond we had

a very full progremme due to a most energetic sports - -commisice listed
hercunder;

Chairman Cft J. Egen

Unit Sports Officer Capt . Carey

Soccer Rep Capt N. Carey

B/Ball Sgt Scully

Volleyball C/S Gaynor

Swimming Lt Marshall

Athletics & Cross
Country Lt Woulfe

Tennis . Fr. DMcCabe
Rugby Lt Pender
Squash Capt Costelloe
Gaelic Capt Coughlsan
Hurling C/S Fahy
The most popular outdoor sport was soccer, which wrng thce only

gane tvhat could he played with any success; on  the rock-hord
pivchcs available.
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An inter-unit competition wes won by 'B' Coy. (Four teeams too;_
part and each team had its good days, but 'B' Coy emerged 1n the
end os deserving winners.) The s=me team won a knock-outv
competition.

In an Inter-Contingent Competition, we deferted thc Cenncilen
Corsingzent in the first round by the comprehensive score o T =0,
ancd vuc Danish Contingent 3 - I and unIlfled for the Finol opoinet
the pSwedish Contingent, and thet remains the situation 2% The
momciiv of going to press.

Our rugby term achieved moarvels when one considers thet vhere
werc so few in number of cestablished players, (the totel nunier
avelloble for any match seldom exceeded ten). It must be wecorded
thet 211 stop-gaps performed manfully, although on occogion boglc
instruction was given seconds before the starting whistle,dvc ©o
our 0old friends, the "exigencies" ! Despite this, and o sholyy
stort 1n the first match, we became a team to reckon with. ur
opponcnts were cstablished tesms from the British Sovercign Ioses,
with magnificent grounds and treining fecilities - something vhich
we lociked completply Against such formidable opposition we
emericd with a fifty percent record, & most honourable pewiormance.

In basketball, we celebrated a great week for the Irigh by

'ng the Inter Contingent Competition, the details of this Tine
2% being as follows:

Ist Rd IRCON 34 v CANCON I3
2nd Rd IRCON 52 v BRITCON I5
Final ~ IRCON 31 \ rINcerm 18

Team

¢/8 Gaynor, Sgt Scully, Cpl Dowler, Cpl Stanley
Cpl Corrigean, Sgt Mullins, Cpl RBarclay, Cpl McDonald
Sgt Prior, Pte Regen

This win followed closely on the Irish win in the Folllﬂg
Plates shooting Competition, and there was no doubt but ot Hhis stage

we weoire cock-o-the~-walk in UNFICYP.

- Our other sporting activities could be said to be morc rcereat—
1onﬂ vhan competitive, nevaertheless in such competitions oo were

rised we performed creditably in Squash (our '4' tenm guclified

Elnal being beeten 2 metches to I by UNFICYP HQ 'B! Ycem),
Tenuis ond Volleybell.

Im "Orienteering'" a sport much more popular on the Contvincnt and
Britein then it is in Irelsnd, our 'A' team Ffinished 9th, ond our
"Bt vcom I8th out of total entry of 30. Once again, and congldering
our lock of scquentance with this sport, this was quitc crediiable.

In conclusion, then, we coan justifiably claim that en the
sporving field, we kept the flagz flylng mcrrlly.
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GROUP_ HEADGUARTERD - LOGISTICS BRANCH.

-No major problems were encountered during mobilization. The
accomnodation provided at Collins' Barracks and at Clancy Barracks
was adequate for transit locations and tripical uniform, less scarves,
was issued to all personnel. When we arrived in Cyprus coubat
clothing, UN greens, field caps and scarves were issued.

A pleasant surprise awaited us in Zyyi Camp where we found
that there was a UN tailor in residence. He also coumuted to Kophinou
and Larnaca when required. This service was very much appreciated
and his work was very satisfactory. The services of the Group's own
tailor were not normally required and he becoame available for general
duties; thereby easing the situation in that respect. In addition to
tailoring, laundry and shoe repairs were carried out by civilian
contractors,arranged by UN, and it must be recorded that these services
were highly satisfactory.

The catering standards in the Group were very satisfactory. Irish
UN ration scale was adequate and allowed for good variety. Use and
availability of MCA (iessing Cash Allowance) gave good variation. Compo
rations were issued to Armd Car Group, "A" Coy and "B" Coy for
energency use. The rest were held in reserve at Group HQ. A4As & result
of a catering review with DADACC and OC. Supplies Sub Depot minor
adjustwments were made to the ration scale. Representations were made
to UNFICYP HG tc have hotplates installed at Larnaca and Kophinou.
The request was approved but unfortunately those items were not
available from normal source of supply. Consequently "A" and "B" Coys
used improvised hotplates. DOE were very co-operative in the wmatter
of repairs to general catering equipnent.

Apart from Standing Patrcls and OP duty the Group did not have
very uwany operationzl requirements. We did have a great nuwber of
receptions and social cousituents however, aund these taxed our branch
to the full. We pride ourselves that we were not found wanting.
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Group Headguarters Operations (A and B)

The I9th Infantry Group assumed operational control of +the UL
military district of Larnaca at 06I000B October I970. The district,
which is almost identical with the civil district of Larneco 1is a
cocstal strip on the South-eastern side of the island, being woughly
35 miles long and with an aberage depth of about T4 miles. The
terroin varied from low mountains -which are in fact <he Xoothills
of the great Troodos Range - in the West, to wide plains scperated
by orid hills, in the East. There is only one large town, Larnace
(P0o»p.20,000) 2nd many villeges.

The I9th Infantry Group had two Company Areas, with hcedquarters
at Kophinou in the West and at Larneca in the Bast, with the Group
Hecdguarters sited at Zyyi in the Western Company Area,.

: At the date of our tskeover the general operationel situation on
the island had shown little change for a long time. The A
communal talks had not ceased, but they seemed to be achicving little.
At o local level the areas of tension in our district werc the same
as previous UN units had met. Kophinou - a Turkish villazc oastride
the junction of two main roads, and Scala, a lerge Turkich suburb .in
Larnaca. There were minor village trouble spots too, end ov one of
these, the mixed village of Arsos, the denial of freedom of nove-
ment to one of our patrols on the 22nd December I970 causgcd cuite an
amount of tension. The affair, which for a while threatencd to

ges out of hand, wes eventually settled by "Coffee-shop diplomacy",
anc. freedom of movement was established on the following doy.

Apart from this affair, and the usurl number of ninor incidents,
this was a trouble-free run from our point of view. Those Hemvenly
Twing of the Operations Branch, the SITREP and INFSUM will be of
litvile interest to the historians of the future. No trouble -
Migoion accomplished!




Headguarters Company

Our personnel arrived in Cyprus on all three "Chalks® betweoen the

2nd and ITIth October , the Company Commander having precedcd us on
the 25th September. 2yyi Camp, where we were stationed for the
whole period was new to everybody even to those with previovs service
in Cyprus. The Camp is quite extensive with installed roads and all
personnel were housed in permanent buildings. It is situsted within
a few hundred yards of the Meditteranian, about I8 miles fron
Limascol, and just south of the Nicosia - Limassol road. There is

a completely rural ambience, if one excepts the few houses hich form
the fishing village of Zyyi. Carob, olive and fig trecs orc every-
where, and inland one can see the g eint pesks of the Wrocodog massif.
Close by the Camp are the enormous masts of the PRC relay s<otion for
the middle Bast, and it was probably to afford protection %o that
instellation, that a military camp was originally put in this somewhsat
unusual location. Here then the various conponents of Heodguarters
Company of the I9th Infantry Group served out their tour in Cyprus.

Our predecessors had served here during a Summer period, and our
firsv task was to preparc all buildings for the coming vinsc», this
worl: isos combined, however, with a much more pleesant task the pre-
peration for the visit of An tAire Cosanta. He arrived with his party
witich included An tArd Aididnaigh, on the I3th October ~nd renained
for nine days. He and his party were frequent visitors to Zyyi Camp.
On the day after their arrival they were entertained to lunch in the
Oficers Mess, and two deys later the Minister inspected the Camp.

At o loter date he inspected the Officers quarters including that
portion derisively named the "Zyyi Hilton".  During his visit An
tiire showed an informal and friendly attitude to all ranks vwhich was
very much appreciated, and his understanding of our problems gave a
boost to morale which lasted throughout the tour.

The Company took an honourable part in all sporting ociivities
1rse

orgonised by the Group and provided members for inter-Convinsont
Soccel, Rugby and Cross Country teams. Seven - a - side Soccer and
Volleyball were played on an inter-pleatoon basis =2nd a hizh degree of
keciness and rivalry were evident. However the enthusiocsm ol the
unit for sport had one undesirable, hut, unavoidable side cof cct, in
thatv there was an inordinate number of injuries, some rcsuliing in
absence from duty. This, however, could be regarded asz o snall
pricc to pay for the general degree of physical fitness atscined, and
for the degree of comradeship generated within the Company.

Recreation, other than sport and athletics was adeguete in Zyyi.
Swimiming took place at Governors Beach, an unspoiled s+tretch of sand
about 6 miles west of 2yyi, and it is worthy of mention +tho* the
Chrigtmas Dey swim took place in a temperature of 70 degreos. We
had three film shows a week, defraying the full cost oursclvesn by
meons of a collection, where all ranks subscribed equalli, Thus all
menincrs of the unit subscribed to the recreation plan, ond 'films
werc an ex.rcmely important part of +that plon.

The films themselves were of varying quality, lhey were shown in
a shcecial building set aside for projection, and wide -gscreen prcject-
ion wos possible. Other recreational sctivities included +the
inevitable Bingo, twice and somectimes three times a weck, ond concerts
|

<«
which os always on these tours, proved a resounding succesgs
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A1 unusual departure from normal military recreation occurred on
the 2nd of December, when the Akrotiri Drama Group perforned a
modern play to a large and appreciative audience. Recrection was
rounded out by bus tours, a rest camp in Famagusta, ond by mess
Tunctions.

The facilities aveilable for social life in the 0f¥icers Mess,
iCOs mess and Mens Club could be described as fair, but oll these
held very enjoyehle functions. The principal function in the
corly part of the tour was the"Weet the Irish".reception held in
the officers Mess. This was attended by VIPs, both military and
civilian, including the Force Commander. It was notable that the
aviendance from the Turkish side was excellent even though the
event occurred in Ramadan! There were few demands o Heodquarters
Company from an operational point of view, Our commitments in
this respect were to provide a reserve platoon to +the rifloe companies
wien required, in fact we had to do so twice only. - fhe Hesvy Mortar
troop formed part of the District Reserve. Of course it wes a
guiovt tour of duty, from the operational point of view.

Finally, a word about our Pipe band, since this hord—working
ond efficient sub-unit will not have mention other then here. The
csvablishment of I3 members was made up from units 211 dwver the Army,
ond und:sr the able leadership and exacting tutelagc . of COIS J. Duggan
it achieved soon a high standard of musicianship. If i+ did not

0

cppear at"every wake and wedding, and at every counthry ball" on the
island, there were times when this seemed to be so., - Qur stirring
narshal airs, our love songs and laments were heard in nony unlikely
ploces. But there were also a multitude of formal engagements in
our own camps and in UNFICYP headquarters. When one olCn to this
e burden of routine duties cheerfully and efficiently norformed

by the band, it con be seen how well these few words of apureciation
ore deserved. :

)
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{ 1O Compeny) Heavy Mortar Troop

o

For the first time since Artillery Units first went ovorserr our
Unit was supplied mainly from the Depot And School Artiller:;- Corps,
end I Anti Aircraft Regiment. We assembled in Kildeare oV %the end
0L August and commenced training. Firing practices wcre hold in
Glon Imaal in the second week in September and we then moved to
Dublin and joined the remainder of Headquarter Compeny .,

Je arrived in Cyprus to find the situation "quiet® og it has
Leealor some time now. Thus we spent our entire beriod ot Iyyi
Comp, end both Officers, NCOs amd men found themselves imnediately
emnloyed on administrative duties. The NCOs Mess and <h

Club were run completely by the Trocp, and it would be fo
01 our part if we do not clainm that these two installotio

the maximumemount of service, available under the conditiorz here.
Ve ©lso supplied some of the staff tn the Officers Mess, ond here
0o, the bearing and efficicncy of our members was excmploryr,

3¢ modesty

i
¢ ilons
]

iz afforded

Despite this fragmentetion during duty hours, we nonnscd to

ncintoin a senge of unit entity. Training was done mozul,y ofter
uty hours, or on selected days 2nd several demonstretiors were put
for visiting dignitaries. It caused some disappointmeints however
5 we were not allowed 1o fire in Cyprus during the tour.

the less unit morale was  excellent. The troop had ito own
¢r and Volleyball team which g2ve a good account of thcnselves
Unit competitions. The biggest social event during our stay

the celebration of gt. Barbara's Day - here she ig kiowin as Ayia

and many monesteries are named aftcr her.

The Troop Commander snd GPO visited the Natiocnal Guoxrd /rtillery
their training depot at Athalassa , and there met the Dirveetor
assistant Director. These gentlemen, a Colonel sonc o Lieutenent
Colonel of the regular Greek Army, were later our guesys ov Zyyi
1 several occesions.
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(HEADGUARTERS COMPANY) ENGINEER SECTION.

"There can never be enough engineers". The accuracy of the
old militery adage was shown again in our experience on this tour.
It was decided to locate an engineer NCO and carpent~r at
Kophinou and Larnaca ( the two Company HQ's) - and to retain
the balance of engineer personnel at Zyyi Canp. These latter
would be available to move out to other posts as required.

The plan was all right, and the system worked reasonably well,

but it quickly became apparent that there were not enough
carpenters to maintain the posts at an acceptable level. The
transition from sumier to winter conditions involved a congiderable
anount of work which, unfortunately, could not be satisfactorily
conpleted.

One of the biggest tasks completed by us wes the
erection of a new elephant shelter and the building of 2 new
ablivion &t Kophinou. The whole section was involved in this work

and a drop in maintenance stendards in other parts weas soon
apparent. :

Apart frou the larger tasks we gave priority to work
in op's, but the decision to re~-deploy in the irtewis Road
( e flash - point area in Larnaca town ) held up work in this
sector. As to works in the irtemis Toad itself, 211 plans were
conpleted, and op 313 will have new cookhouse and dining-hall
facilities for a2 simteen-men post.The accomuodation for officers
at Zyyi Comp was considered to be totally unsuitable and plans
for new accounodation were prepared. These are now being
considered at Ministerial level by the Cyprus Governient.
Prefabricated structure were specified, the estimated cost being
£8,000. It would seew however, that this will concern our
successors, not us, and we wish them good luck, and hope that
they will have as pleasant and rewarding a tour as we. have had.




-TT-
(HEADQUARTERS COMP.NY) ORDNANCE SECTION

We were one of the smaller sub-units of Headquarters Company
(one Officer, four Sergeants and two Corporals), and of course
we had to contend, almost throughout our tour, with the
question "what exzctly do you people do here anyway"? Since
three of our personnel hsad already served with UNFICYP we all
knew what to expect. Yhe Previous experience of these wen was a
great help inwneeiingour probleus end the volume of work was
higher then we expected.

This was particularly so in the case of inspection and
waintenance of arms and equipment because this hod to be carried
out in four centres viz Zyyi, Kophinou, Larnaca and Dhekelia,
and es a result our inspection and maintenance team kept on
on the go during our entire period of the tour. This team also
did Fire Control end optical inspections.

Generzl maintenance was carried out =t our workshops in
Z2yyi Camp. Repairs to Tilly lamps, o0il heaters, cookers and
refrigerators were a2ll carried out =g the occasion =z=rose.
It wes hoped that the winter period coincided with a greatly
increased demand for servicing and naintenence in all these. * .o
The Winter period, too, brought out the necessity for repeir
to much of our tentage, which is not in good shape. We also
had to erect marquees for some of the functions held by the
Group. :

In addition to all these, we also did 500 esarmarked
0dd jobs in maintenance and construction, varying from the
censtruction of a Sauna ( a labour of love ) to the repair
by welding of the Piping supplying water to the gamp. What
exactly do we do, indeed? It would take too long answering
the question, so we just went shead and did it instead.
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY ( SIGNAL PLATQOON)

. We took over the responsibility for communications on

the 6th. October 1970 and immediately encountered the problem
that the main medium of communications was the C. 42 set, and
& number of our operators had no previous experience with

this equipment. The problem was quickly overcome, and for this
our thanks are due to those personnel who had used this type
of set on previous tours. We are glad to be able to state

that all operators quickly attained and kept a very high
standard in message and set handling.

In our present location, Zyyi Camp, there is, however,
another great communications problem, and one to which the answer
has not been found. Just a few fields away, so to speak,
are the enormous masts and equipment of a huge BBC radio station,
one of the most powerful transmitters in Burope. Interference
from here is experienced on all our sets, VHF and HF. Efforts
by our own Signal platoon , with co-~operation from BBC
technicians have failed to eliminate this interference, and,
it is felt that only a change of location for Headquarters
Company will finally solve that problem.

One of the bigger and more dangerous tasks undertaken by
the Signal Platoon was the dismantling of a 120 foot nmast
at Kophinou. This normally would be the task of 644 Signal
Troop, but, to the cheers and admiration of the Kophinou
garrison, our men did the job, showing competency and
enthusiasm for the very rigirous tesk.

In .our unit we have two able and enthusisstic radio
mechanics, unfortunately the workshops facilities available to
them give them little opportunities to display their talents.
It is to be hoped that this is a situation which will soon be
changed for the better. In any case the powers that be have
been notified and recommendations made.

A famous politician onge said that it is iluposs ible to
fool all of the people a2ll of the tiue. We, in, the Signal
Platoon, can vary that by saying that it is impossible to
satisfy =2ll of the people all of the time - and especially to
satisfy them in the choice of film. Well, we didn't produce
the film, but we did project them and coupetently too.

In fact the word competent seems an apt one to describe
our tour in the 19th. Infantry Group.
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY % TRANSPORT PLATOON )

If it can be said that the morale of the Transport Platoon was
high right throughout our period in Cyprus, that does not mean we
consider that it was an easy run for us - on the contrary. The fact
that the driver and fitter establishment are completely inadequate
neant that drivers and fittors were always over-expended to maintain
the fleet.

The fleet itself, of course, could be described as generally
dilapidated,firstly because the roads in the island are generally
not good, and some of the roads to the op's have to be seen to be
beleived. There was a general improvement in the shape of the fleet
during our tour however, both in mechanical efficiency and appearance.
The astute application of paint helped greatly in the latter regard.

Some statistics from the platoon record may prove of interest:
The MT section coumpleted an average of 00 ‘details & month while
drivers aversged over 2,000 miles a month, and it is to be noted that
two of our drivers were hospitalized for the first three months of the
tour. Teking these statistics intov account we come to the most
important statistic of all - the accident rate. Our drivers were
involved in eight accidents in all, and five of these were of a very
ninor nature,and when the mileage driven, and the hazards to be met
ere taken into consideration, it must be admitted that itis a fine
performance. It was certainly better then any other Contingent could
achieve.

As regards stores and equipment there were two grave
drawbacks when we took over. Firstly the stores back-up was very poor,
but after a number of early difficulties, this position has
impreved and could finally be considered satisfactory. Secondly, the
workshops equipuent is completely inadequate for the carrying out
of first-line repairs. We failed to improve that position for
ourselves, but there are hopes that our requisitions will we met
for the 20th Infantry Group. If such is the case we say good luck
to them, and "Bon Voyage". :




Officers of the I9th Infantry Group who presentec
Presentation' from left to right, Capt C. Dodd, C:
ot 5 - R e + P ‘9 St v s LJO0LU 4 L2 2 .
johnston, Lt K. Heery, Sgt Scully, Comdt J.

Smith, Fr F. Moriarty, Lt D. Murphy | :
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Heodquarters Company ( Medical Platoon)

The Medical Platoon of the I9th Infantry Group essembled in Collins
Borracks, Dublin on T4th September I1970. As with previous
platoons serving with UNFICYP it consisted of 2 MOs, I ¢/s, 1 Sgt,
3 Cpls and 5 Ptes. This number was reduced in Janurry due to the
repatriation on compassionate grounds of I Pte.

One MO was located in Zyyi and covered Zyyi and KXophinou areas.
The other MO was located in Larnaca and was responsible For that
arec. The rest of the platoon was deployed as follows:—

2 NCOs 2nd 2 men in Z2yyi
I NCO and I man in Kophinou

I NCO 2and 2 m=n in Larnaca

and
I NCO in Louroujina

©ihile the rest centre functioned in Famagusta =an NCO wro located
there on duty. The NCOs and men rotated =t interveols ond g
goined the maximum experience from their service oVeL8end.

The high standard of performance of the medicel persoanel
contributed to the excellent health of the Group. The morbidity
"ote in the Group was consistently among the lowest of T con-
tingents on the islend. A high proportion of people secking
mncceical attention did so as a result of injuries, usually ol a
ninor nature, received at sports or in the course of duty.

Treatment was afforded to members of Auscivpol serving in the
Digtrict. Emergency trestment wes given to members of tho civilian
Ponulation when recuested, usually »s a result of troffic or other
accidents and in some medical emergencies.

An adequete supply of Medicines and dressings vw:.s brought out
from Ireland by the Group.
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ARMOURE) CAR GROUP
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~ -Wé-cencentrated<inuCollins~Barracks,«Dublin, all
personnel having reported by the 2Lst. September, and. .while
documentation for overseas service was.carried out,.-.the
training needs were assessed. It was decided that.extra
training‘inmdriving, gunnery and the use of the radio
vere required. Qur thanks are due’ to. the..2nd. Motor.
SQuadron for making two Panhards available to us, so that
this. training could be completed. In aduition technical
training was carried out in the Cavalry work shops under
the supervision of ILt..E. Horgan. . - T

: Our depature from Ireland and - arrival in Cyprus
were uneventful, and we must compliment our predecessors
vho served with the 18th. ° Group for the smooth and
ef¥icient handover. In particular we.must compliment <the
excellent condition  of the Armoured Cars and eQuipment., .
The main body of our troops arrived on the 6th. Qctober
1970, and we took over operational responsibility on the
same date. L o S o : .

The three main tasks of the Armoured Car Group

were s- .. . o . o . . e
%ag To patrol as required : e

b) Maintain, at 30 minutes notice, a .troop of -

Armoured Cars on District and Force <deserve.

- ‘(6)‘Prepére'a'going'map of Larnaca Pistrict.

& can now Justifiably claim that all these tasks were

carried out efficiently and cheerfully by us, in addition

to any extra .duties that . came oUr-way .. . e e

: o Training.wa5~unceasing throughout our stay, begiming
with a refresher course.for drivers under Lieutenant ..

Horgen, and it is %o be noted that no-accidents-however.-

ninor were recorded during the tour. Lieutenant Q'Brien
carried out wireless training throughout.the whole pexriod
while lieutenant Heery gave gunnery training. All this
training paid off when combined . exercises were held .with
other members of the Force Reserve, including the crack.
British units, the Scots Greys and the Royal Hussars. It ...
must be admitted also that one of our proudest moments occured
viien we won the Falling Plates competition of the Group; since
the .Group later won the inter-Contingent competition it showed
how high our standard had to be. The members of the tcam who
achieved this feat were:— Comdt. E..Sheehy, Sgt. McEvoz

Cpl. Carey, cpl. McGlynn, and Troopers Magee and Fahy. .

The Armoured Car Group took it's full share in all Group
activities,<ineluding sport. In fact one~half of the rubgy team
were Cavaelrymen. i#hen social activities were.the order of the
day, we were not found wanting either. . e supplied Sergeant
White as "resident. landlord n of the Group rest centre i=
Famagusta, and the resounding success of that venture was,
in no small part, attributable to him. A1l in all, it has been
a very successful, and rewarding tour for us.
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"A' Company

On the ITth September I970 'A' Company personnel met for the first
time a8 a unit in Collins Bks Dublin. The Company wasg made up of
two platoons from Ceann 'D', one from Ceann '0' and a Compeny HQ sec-
tion drawn from both Commands. Our Company Commander was A/Comdt
Michael O'Shea, IS5 Bn with Captain Jim Harold 8 Bn as 21/C. The
Platoon Commanders were Lt V. Hanlon 2 Garr Coy S&T, L+t D. Huzohy

I2 Bn and Lt W. Freyne 4 Bn. The Company Sergeant and Coy (OIS
werc respectively (/S Woods 4 Bn and CQMS Costello 3 Wd Coy S&T.
From the IIth September until the date of the first Chalk on the 2nd
Octoner the Company trained and rehearsed in preparation Ffor <the
Tagk <het lay ahead in Cyprus. By the I2th October all 'A! Coy
bperzonnel had started working in the Coy area of Kophinou, Every-
one looked forward to commencing their UN service as the tine in
Dublin dra:ged particularly from the 6th to the IIth Oct.

The operational sub-district allotted to 'A' Coy was that of :.
Kophinou. Company HQ wss located in the Camp’which was the former
Tk /Pol compound situated at the Junction of the main Nicogia-Timassal-
Larncca roads, and beside the Turkish Village of Kophinou. The
arca is still highly sensitive hecause of the tragic confioitrsion
anc wesultant battle which took place in I967 between units o7 the
Nat Gd and local Turkish Fighter elements. It was with genuine
enthusiasm that the Coy commenced the carrying out of the operotion-
al tosks allotted. The five 0.Ps in our area were manncd and
straight away became a popular detail. The main reason foi 0.F.
duty being preferred to camp regimental duties was becausc of cx-
cellent weather, very good food, and also the fact that neople were
now actving on their own initiative in an important role. The 0.Ps
thernselves were in quite good shape, which was also a contsrivutory
factozr. Both Rifle Platoons rotated fortnightly on the four local
0.Ps 3 Bunker, Skarinou, Tango and Blackbridge.

O.P. Mari was manned at all times by personnel of Suppors Pln.
with rotation of staff after I4 days duty. This O0.P. wos olilost Ten
miles from Coy HQ. Thers was an extra sentry required to ron a
pPrecoriously perched box on ne2rby Crown Hill. It presentcd quite
an unugual situation as there was a Turkish sentry box only Jifty
yards oway. This was one area of sensitivity where Turkigh - Irish-
UN relationships were to s~y the least cordial.

The main operational task in our area was the Alsminous Potrol.
The little mixed village of Alaminous is situsted ahout six miles
N.W. of Kophinou. The patrol was carried out dailly by pewsonnel of
the Sunnort Pln and was quite popular for a number of resgoag. It
afforded routine mobhile patrols of local arca combined with neriods
of quiet ohservation from a post in the Village itself. Ty conjunct-
lon with the commencement of operational duties, the most imnortant
task undertaken by the Coy was improvement of Kophinou Comn, The
amount of tentage was reduced to the minimum by making all possible
use of permanent buildings to accomodate personnel., The clearing of
obstuacles such as the one hundred foot radio mast and the »clocation
and reduction of tentage made it possible to set up a porade ~round
an¢ volleyball court within the compound, bamboo matting vos purchased
ancd crected along the perimeter fence thus affording » nuch nceded
degrce of privacy to Coy personnel.




a3

~I7-

The re-location of the Comcen and 0.Ps room in the officeérs mess
afiorced a modicum of privacy to the Officers of the Coy.

In general our time in Kophinou was énjoyable. A weeolth of
entcrtainers were discovered within the Coy. A number oX successful
concerts were held in the canteen and also in the local Turlkish T
Villeges by 'A' Coy entertainers. Across the road from thc comp stood
our much loved Half-way house where multitudenous pints of Keco wound
their woy up, down and out. The occasional impromptu sing-song here
not to mention the crack, made it a very populer venue Ior Coy pers-
onnel, Of the indoor entertasinments darts proved to he tho most
popular and as well as our own Coy competitions we played host to both
Britcon and Cancon teams. On the sporting front our time in Xophinou
wag high lighted by our soccer tesm which reached the final of the
inter~company league competition . Another notable achicvenent was
that o large numher of 'A' Coy personnel were picked ag menbers of the
Group onstacle course team. 1In an orienteering competition organised
by Dritcon our Coy team finished eight of about fifty entrics. In
the group falling plates competition the 'A! Coy team wag ploced second
after o controversial deeision which demanded a reshoot of +he final.
Othexr outdoor recrenstional activities popular with all renks were (a)
swinming parades to Governors Beach, which were organised dailx up to

O

the Leginning of December hut thereafter not quite so often. A

Coy swimming parade was held to Governsrs Beach on Chrisimas Day as

an apnetiser. (b) Orgenised walks in the hills in Kophinou district.
This form of recrestional activity became very popular ag vihc weather
g0t cooler in December. Arms and foot drill ( directed <towends
cercrionial perfection in preparation for UNFICYP HQ Guards and visits
of V.I.Ps). Severe morning physical trsining and continuous training

in R.T. procedure and operation of radio equipment, were orsonised and
pracuiced during the entire period even when demsnds on pPersomael for
operational duties resulted in only small groups being aveilable for
instiruction.. A Coy Dinner on hoth Christmas Day and New “oors Day
was 80 organised as to permit the perticipation of the Full Coy
strength with the exception of six NCOs and a driver who volunieered
for a four hour period to man the Coy OPs. Both functions were a
tronendous success and served as a great booster to the moralc of all
ranks. Planned training on Military subjects, insistence on constant
physical and outdoor activity, well organised entertainmeqt in camp,
improved living conditions, participation by nther ranks in +the form
of committees to organise and cperate the Coy credit union, conteen,
and Coy entertainments, all combined to huild up the morale in the Coy
to o very high standard and a sound sense of commitment snd dovotion
to duty. The Coy credit union was sterted to provide 'A Coy personnel
with focilities whereby they could save regularly,lodge credite, sent
out rom Ireland, and borrow money for immedimte use on the svrength
of ferthcoming credits from home. As such it has proved a grent
succcess.,

ith the festivities of Christmas and New Year over, wec moved to
a necwr Company location at Larnaca, on the 6th January, JSTI. Vie
looked Forward to the change as this in a more pleasantly situated

camp with hetter living conidtions all round. However thcre was a
heavier commitment for 0P duty, end the conditions in the OPg them—
selves was not so good. But the men went ahout their various tasks

with a will, and our time in this Company district - a descrintion of
which opnpears elsewhere - was pleasant and rewarding too.




'B! Company

The Vestern Command supplied the company headquarters, onc wifle
platoon and the support platoon, the remaining rifle platoon being
droxm from the Curragh Training Camp. This was the composition
of our Compesny.

On the I4th August, I970 No. 3 platoon with Lt David Doyvle,
and thc support platoon with Lt Fergus Gleeson assembled in Custume
Barirocks, Athlone, to commence trainingin preparation for thc move
to Cyprus. In the following week the Company HQ formed up, also in
Athlonc. No. 4 platoon, with Lt Austin Woulfe, formed up in the
Currogzh in the third week in August. While the unit wag in these
two centres documentation and medical processing were complcted.
Treining was limited to internal security exercises, live fiving
priciices, mortar and 84mm training,and field exercises at sccilion
and platoon level. A live firing practice took place in the Glen
of Imeool on the 8th September. The Company assembled otv Cloncy
Barrocks on the I8th September, and here documentation was conpleted.
A1l troining was geared for the probable tasks ahead of us in Cyprus
“to vhich we were airlifted in the following weeks, our lest plotoon,
No. 4 orriving on the IIth Octoter. We took over the Leorncco
Comnony Area of the Lernaca District. '

The company ~rea for which we were now responsible is thc
Fasteorn half of Larnaca civil district, 'A' Company teing rcesponsible
for whe Western half. In addition we were responsible fox thot
porition of Nicosia civil district arsund the Turkish/Cypriot town of
Louroujina, a total area of some 300 square miles. Larnaca, the
digtrict cepital, is beside the Company HQ, and two of thc moin roads
in Cyprus mect here i.e. the Limassol - Famagusta road and thce Larnac:
~ Nicogia recad. Larnaca has a population of some 22,000 and there
are 32 villages in the Company area. Physically the rreo varies
from the flat coastal plain around Larnaca in the Pouth to low arid
hills in the North. These hills sesn from afar give thc imprcession
thet this is a desert area, but the appearance is deceptive, bLocause
many of the valleys 2re quite fertile. We discovered thot the main
sensitive areas in our area were (a) Larneca town itselfd, (b)ILour—
oujina (c) several mixed villazes where there was no permoncnt UN
prescice. We will now attempt to give some idea of whot our problems
werc in these places.

Larnaca ! There was a name to evoke memories, bccaus
|

" Of old, a brave and haughty rece,
Honocurcd and sentinelled the place"

The first UN unit in Lernaca was the 3rd Infentry Group comnonded by
Lieut Colonel (now Colonel) McDonald, in the days before the Irish
"dicspors" to the West of the island of Cyprus. It may bec soid that
the opera tional situation has chenged l1ittle since thosc doyrs either.
In that pert where the Turkish subur™ of Scala and the Gretk
seciicn of the town converge, the confrontation is still Peye-hall

to cye-ball" as a commentator from the 3rd Group once put it.

Thewre is & "Green Line" in Larnaca downOkoulla Street, one side
Turkish, the nther side Greek — and it is 2 very narrow sitrcet! The
Artcmis road goes West from Larnaca to the Tekke Mosque. South of
it lies Scala and there are various posts along it, msnne’t 24 hours

a ¢oy by Turkish Fighters. On the North side of it are Wavional
Guerd posts similarly menned, and we had five 0Ps in the arco hetween
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then.,

I967 vios an extremely sensitive spot. The Tekke Mosque itsclf is
also 2 constant centre of friction. This shrine is the $hivd most
imporiant Muslim place of worship in the world, but although i+t is
only about one mile from the Turkish Scela, it is under the control
of the National Guard who have a post nearby. The Turkish pilgrims
thugs have, so to spéak, to pass by Greek guns in order to so there.
Even the caretaker is 2 Greek Cyprint. In common with our wrcdec—
€5sors, we tried to have him replaced by a Turkish.Cypriot, hut

without

is o great source of friction is the Scala School. The builiings
are tn the Greek side of the Green Line, and thus have been Cenied
to the Turks, although it is a Turkish schonl. Negotizstions have
becn proceeding for years to heve this school made avallablc 4o them
Agelin, but without success. In the troubled situation herc,apport-
ioning blame to either community is dangerous, but it may he noted

that o

almos+t reached, the Turkish side demanded the right to L1y their flag
on it vhen they 80t 1t - with the result that negotiations broke down.
No Turkish flags would be. allowed on the Greek side of the Grecen

Linc.

throughout sur tour.

In
oujina - a large town of about 4,000. Just heside it - o Teou fields

awas ;o

of Lymbia, which is almost as lerge, and other Greek tovns surround
it on 011 sides, including Dhali to the North. There wesg o long

hissory

ground overlooking both Lourosujina anad Lymbia was sought by 1
comriinities. In the end they hoth allowed the UN to take ov T
positions on the high ground, including a most picturesque Op a

Stavrosg

and recached by a feirly vertiginous' road,

Our problems always arose in mixed villages or when o Turkish

villoge

movenent for the Greeks was interféred with. A problem of +©h
former kind arose at Arsos, and has been dealt with in 20 corl

of this
villeogze

wags on example for us of how easily the troubled peace in Cynz
be disturted.

Laricca
refuzece

apart from maintaining the status quo our main task wos Go check
on villa-es, which either had refugees from other villa:,es, o1 from
which refugees hagd departed to other Villages. This work woo
designed to assisgt in the return of refugees, part of +the
"norriclization® procedure agreed upon at the high level inver-
comnunial talks. By consant patrolling, and diplomatic quesioning
we gucceeded largely in gaining the information, but when we loft
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This area where shooting had occurred several times gince

Success, jobs are scarce in Larnaca. Another place which

one stage, when agreement +o have the schonl handed ovor was

Flag flying was to provide a constant source of annovoice

the North of our Area in thelTurkish—Cypriot tovm of Tour-

the South, es one might put it, - ig the Greek-Cypriot town

of inter communial conflict here, and DOssession of high
30Th

t

Church, situated on A steep: conical hill of about 600 Tt,

a M
lay along a roag Joining two Greek villages and frcodon of

er part
history. The manner in which the trouble in +hig Obscure
escalated until the whole UN force was Placed on #aleopgn

3
's could

Company area there had heen non noticeahle improvemen: in the
problem. Matters move very slowly on thisg islend,
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The Louroujina Patrol climbing Stavros hill from le %
right, Cpl J. Bracken, Ptes §. Foy, G.Crichton, P.Boimizell,

F. Frawley, E. Fallon, J. 0'Connell.

S




Our station for the second half of our tour was Kophinou in
the Bestern half of the Group Operational area, which hos been des-
crilted for you elsewhere. The proltlems here were, of the srie
gencrol nature a2s in our previous station, but in Cyprus cver: area
of wvonsion has its own particular local aspects, and it is abgoolutely
esscntial for a2 peacekeeping force to know these. We received a
full end satisfactory briefing from 'A' Company, and it only remains
now, to say with some pride, that our work here wes done to the
satisfoction of everybody, including ourselves, for we set ourselves
high standards.

Vith regard to recreation, it soon tecame obvious thet ouw
conpany had a high proportion of highly qualified and skilled
SPOXTsricn. Swimming and volleyhall were the main pursuits during
our Ifirst month here, btut as time progressed our teams begen %o
knit together and in Group competitions we won the following:

Volleyhall Championship
Soccer Championship
Baskethall Championship

Our Company basketball team then represented the Group and woun the
Conwvingent Championship, a feat which gave us immense sotisfoction,
In she same week some of our shots" were represented on the teom
which nerformed the atsolutely unique feat of winning the "Falling

Platcs® Competition three times in 2 row. Altogether, a mogt
savisiactory performance.

ind so our time in Cyprus has drawn to a close. We found our
work interesting and rewarding, and we can onky hope that our short
presence here has done something to Lring peace to thisg lovely Trut
troubled island.
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UNFICYP FALLING‘PLATES COMPETITION 1971

Tuesday, 26th January 197! was a beautiful summerlike day in.Cyprus.
On the flag-bedecked range at.DHEKELIA there was an air of nervous
excitement as nineteen teams walted for the start of the 1971 UNFICYP
Falling Plates Shooting Competition. Eight nations were represented -
Australia, Austria, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Great Britain, Ireland and
Sweden.. As starting time approached a large gallery of enthusiastic
supporters had assembled to cheer on their teams., :

In the Irish tent last mihute checks were carried out under the
watchful eye of Sqn/Sgt Gleeson, whose long and intensive course of
training was now going to be put to the test. A few last-minute words
of advice from Comdt Egan and all was set to make our bid to win for the
third year in succession. '

Changes in the rules from former competitions allowed each
Contingent to enter two tedms of four each and increased the run-up
distance by starting at the 300m point and firing ffrom 200m point. The
draw did little to improve our chances as we were the only contingent to
have our 'A' and 'B' teams in the same half of the draw.

At precisely 14.00 hrs loud cheers heralded the start of the first

- match between Force Reserve 'A' and Austrian 'A'. Tension increased as

the first shots rang out and excitement mounted as the targets started to
disappear., A final loud burst of cheering accompanied the disappearance
of the first set of targets and the first match was decided. 1Irish
interest was centered on the time taken and this was encouraging in view
of our pre-competition tryouts which were much faster. A feeling of ¢
confidence grew amongst the Irish teams and mentors, and this was justified
with good wins by the 'A' team over BRITCON and CANCON teams and by the
'B!' team over UNFICYP HQ and SWEDCON teams. An extremely fast shoot by
the 3rd Bn RGJ 'A' team in 22.5 secs served a very useful purpose in
making sure that over-confidence was not going to be our downfall. Both
Irish teams had now reached the semi-final stage of the conpetition
together with 'A' teams from 3rd Bn RGJ and UNEICYP HQ. With the luck of
the draw our 'A' and 'B! teams had to fight it out for a place in the
final. As they took up position on the firing-point the Irish supporters
relaxed in the knowledge that either team would be a worthy representative
in the final. ©Not so with the firers. They had faced each other many
tines before to-day and they each had a heflthy respect for the other.

As the word "GO" was shouted they both leaped forward and with professional
expertise they proceeded to knock their targets in rapid succession.
Victory was to go to the 'B' tean in the end who set up an all-tine best
performance of 23,7 secs. 'The disappointment of the 'A' team was soon
forgotten as they rallied round their victors for their final match
against UNFICYP HQ 'A' team,

Following a short interval the stage was now set for the final
encounter. -Both teams took up position to the shouts of advice and
encouragement of their respective supporters. Tension reached fever-pitch
as last minute checks were carried out and as the word "GO" rang out for
the last time both teams sprang forward to the accompanying roars from
the spectators. ~The final battle was on. Quickly the targets disappeared
and in a brief few seconds a prolonged cheer from the Irish supporters
heralded once again an Irish victory.
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The 19th Inf. Group had done it again. For the third successive year
the Irish Contingent hai won what Sqn/Sgt Gleeson called "The Competition
of the Soldier".

The winning teanm was:-

Sqn/Sgt. Gleeson (Team Capt) 1st Tk Sgn.
Sgt. J. McEvoy - 1st Armd Car Sgn.

Sgt. P. Hughes 5th Bn.

Cpl. H. Barclay 4vn Fd Sigs.

Cpls M. O'Halloran 1st Bn.

Sgun. Wrenne (SuB) 1st Fd Sigs.




