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At the ;ge of nineteen years I joined the R.I.C.
and, having spen? nine yaara-;nl?ariéua parta of Co.
Sligo, went to Listowel, Co. EKerry, in the autumn of
1919. The tom of Liatniel ﬁaa then peaceful,_and there

was no cfime in the &istrict apart from the usuel minor
offences common to all districts. Listowel was Diatfict
Haadquﬁ#tarﬂ and comprised one actiné County Iﬁapectni,
one Districtolnspector, three Sergeaqt; and fourteen
pon#tablea. We did the usual routine police work and
- , carried arms aﬁly at nighf. There was no interfersnce
with the people who went about their business and did:.not
show any active animosity towards the police. | There;

|
were no military in the town and no necessity for them.

This state of affairs continued until Mﬁx, 19#6,
when a coﬁpany of militarﬁ stationed themselves & mile
from the town at a placé ¢alled Ballinruddery. The
military were under the command of a Captain Ghaﬂﬁick, a
tall handsome British military officer who kept his men
under good control end did not interfere with the police
or people. The militery did no reiding, juet hung on
aga did routine paradea, etc. This was the paéitian up

to 16th June, 1920,

On the evening of June 16th, 1920, a phone message

came from the County Inspector, R.I.C., Tralee, which Wwas
- ' ' i
Headguarters. The phone message was an instruction tb
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send a policeman to the railway station to take over an
important despateh. The despatch contained transrarh for

.all the policemen at Listowel Barracks with the aiceptian

- of three sergéants and one constable who were to ramaiﬁ in

Listowel to act as guides to the military who were to, be
in possession of Listowel Barracks at twelve noon on fhe
following day, 17th June. Captain Chadwick and his company
of soldiers were to take possession of Listowel Barracks on

17th June and actually put in four tons of coal for
military use. Beyond the fact that we were to be out of

the barracks by twelve noon the following day and

“transferred to various outposts in Kerry, we had no idea as

to what the next move might be. We held a meeting in the
diningroom. The men were all excited. Some were !
disappointed over the transfers; some were diaappoinéad
over various things. . After a lot of discussion, I
personally addressed ‘the men in the ﬁay—;uuﬁ. I pointed
out that a war had been declared on the Irish people and

that, looking at the case from the most selfish paintinf
view, we had to cohasider our own poaition. We were asked
evidently to take part with the military in beating our

own people. I might find myself shooting the mother ‘of
one of my comrades, while he would be shooting my mother in

Galway. I pointed out that in a war one of two things
must happen. We had either to win or lose, I assumed

that we would win the war with the assistance of the
British military. When we had defeated our own people,
the British miiitary would return to their own eountry and
we would remain with our own peaple'whum we had, w%th thar

assistance. of the British Guvainment, crﬁshéﬂ and
defeated. That would be the best side of our case. If
we lost the war, the gositinn would be still worse. I
suggested that, instead of going on trans&er, we would hold
the barracks and refuse to hand over.to the British
military. We had bombs, rifles and revolvers, and any
amount of aﬁmuniﬁion; and there was no reason why we could
not hold tﬁe barracks at least for a f;w days . To this, I
|

'

£0% a rousing cheer from each and every man. They"

immediately agreed that we would refuse to hand over tﬁe
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barracks. There was not cne dissentient voice in tté

The men were all there, including the Sergeant but not the
Distriet Inspector or the Head Constable. It was then
decided thd; I would represent the men who were about to
be transferred from the barracks, and Constable Lillis
would represent the four men who were to remain in the
barracks.

At about nine ofclock on the night of the 16th, I
rhoned on behalf of the men to the County Inspector,
‘fralee, and informed him of our decision to refusé to .
leave the Barracks. He cut me off without rap}yingq;
Later that night a further phone message came from th&
County Inspector to our Distriet Inspector Planagan

instructing him to have the men ready for parade at ten on

‘the morning of the 17th. When County Inspector Power

0'Shea arrived on the 17th, we were lined up in the day-
room on parade. He commenced to lecture us on the
seriousness of our attitude regarding the refusal to go on
transfer and explained that the military had to be in the
Barracks at twelve noon on that.date and thet the same

applied to all headquarters stations in Munster. When I
spoke up on behalf of the men, the County Inspector cut me

short by saying, "Do you refuse to obey an order of the
Divisional Commissioner, an order that applies to all

Mungter, and bring discredit on the police force?". 1
replied that I refused. "Then", he seid, "you hid better
resign". I then stepped forwsrd and said, "Accept my 1
resignation now". The County Inspector, after some
hesitation, said, "Anybody else prepared to resign?". The
fourteen Constables then stepped forward, each saying, "I
resign", "I resign" - until the whole fourteen had

tenderéd their resignations.
The resignation of fourteen men was more than

the County Inspector had expected, and it threw him

somewhat off his balance. Here he began to reason with

H

working with the military and that if we gave our reaao;a

us by saying that he himself 3id not like the idéa of
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in writing for refusing to co-operate with the militery,

he would submit those reasons to¢ the proper gquarter. He

left the dayroom and went into the District Inspector|s

- . , L
office which wag just across the hall from the dayroom

where we weré on parade. i
1'

In due course we aubmitted our reasons to the ;

' ‘I

County Inspector and sent them in to him. We gave the
. 1
reasons under four headings:- . :

(1) There was no crime in Listowel district and

we felt that, as policemen, We were guite

—— - p—————

capable of doing any police work in the

district without the co-operation of the

military.

(2) When we joined the police force, we jolned
with charscters second to none, and we

refused to co-operate or work in any capacity

B S Al e e A e S By Ry Sl

with the British military, men of low moral
character who freguented bad houses, kept the .

company of pmsti'ﬁutes and genersally were |

unsuitable and undesirable characters.

The cther two reasons were of minor importance and I

cannot now recall what they were.

On receipt of the document conveying our reasons
for nan—cn-nﬁeration, the County Inspector rushed autéof
the room and, throwing the document down on the table
exclaimed, "Do you wish me to submit this filthy |

-

i

.

)

:

!
document to my authorities?". We told him that we di&

-
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wish him to do mc. "If you remove paragraph (2) de%ling

with the moral character of the military,® he said, "I

will submit your case but not otherwise". Ve infnr#gﬁ

the County Inspector that we would not ;emove paragraph
(2), as our main reason for refusing to cn-ﬁpergta with
the military-was based on paragraph (2). He then laft
the barracks, taking the document with him, and he gave
us no further information. T;elie noon had gone by and

the military had not taken over as arranged, and we felt

somehow that we had won the first round. !

The remainder of the day passed without incident
and, atrange to say, everybody seemed elated. We had
resigned from the force and still we were in the force and

even sent out on police duty as usual. The 18th June was
. I

a long day for us; we got no news whatever from the ;

authorities who evidently decided to let us cool duwn%

. I
Meantime the military made no move to take over the

Barracks and so things drifted and we wondered what was

going to happen next.

|

At ten o'clock on the night of 18th June a phone
meSsage came frsm the County Inspector to the District
Inspector instructing him to have the men ready for parade
with side arms (belt and sword) to meet Colonel Smyth at
ten o'clock next morning, 19th June. No details wer&i

given,

Colonel Smyth had been appointed Divisional

P

Commissioner for Munater on rd June, just two weeks
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earlier. His appointment was direct from the Britidh
. | ) |

Cabinet and he was given complete charge of the military

_ .
and police for the whole of Munster. Beyond the fact

that he was appointed Commissioner, we knew nothing

|
The morning of the 19th June was for us a time of

whatever about him, and neither did our District Inspector.

tense anxiety and anticipation, We were lined up in the
dayroom which looked on Fo a nice éreen lewn edged with
fiowers at the front of the Barracks. It was a beautiful
day. Outside, people went ebout their business and knew
as little as we did ourselveataf 1mpa;diﬁg events. From
16 to 10.30 a,m..the nervous tension and suppressed .

excitement was evident,1eapecia}ly g0 in the case of the

District Inspector and acting County Inspector, Mr. |

Dobbyn. To say that I myself was anxious would be té
put it very mildly. I was nﬁe of the junior membersiin
the ﬁarracks aﬁd one of the newest members tﬁ the couéty,
having been but a few months in Kerry. I tried hard:to
memﬁrise the plans we had made the previous night, and the
more I considered them, the more futile they appeared.

I was half regretting having taken on such a heavy !
feaponsihilitya - I haﬂ:nu experience as an orator and
none whatever of iéaﬂarship; For myself I did not worry
in the leaat. The worst that éauld happen was thﬁt I
might be diamisaed, but, having tendered my ;aaignation
two days earlier, this did not worfy me. Waat did anﬁuy

me was the fear that I might be incapable of doing justice

t0 the men who had placed such confidence in me. I
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Conatable Lillis, who had been appointed to represent; the

PR ———

four men who were to remain in Listowel, had very

conveniently absented h{mself ffam parade and I took over
responeibility for all inﬁluding the men who were to
femaln in the ﬁarrackﬂ. About 10. ﬁﬂ-a.m. Genaral Tudor,
Inapector General, R.I, .C., arrived from Dublin in a _5
crossley tender and escorted by a large force uf R.I.C,
men, including at leest thraa cfficers. They were all in
full dress, wearing helﬁata and were armed with rifIE? and
swords. Next to ;rrive was the County Inspector in;r
0'Shea, alsoc escorted by armed policemen and also in %ull
war dress. Captain Chadwick weas ﬁaxt to arrive in a
crossley tender and escorted by British military withi

| rifles and awords. The laséltﬂ arrive was (olonel Smyth

who came from Cork in a crossley tender. He too was in

full dress uniform and wearing at least a dozen war medals
: ) :
acrosa his breast.. He was escorted by British anldiqra

fully armed with riflés and swords. By1this time, at
least a dozen military and police officers, including
Colonel Smyth and Ganerai Tudor, had assembled in the lawn
in front of the window where we were on parade. The four
crosaley tenders were lined up on the road in front of the
barracks, and the military and pﬁlice'ascorts (at least
fifty in nuqber] were grouped outéida the front gate and
in front of our window. The officera-in the lawn: were
amakiﬁg and chatting, and seemed to be enjoying each
others' yarns. This display of force was no doubt
intended to terrorise and overawe our little garrison E

within, and I will admit that I never felt less cheerful

b
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in my 1ife. [Nevertheless, our men stood the test f

]

eplendidly and, though there hay have been nervous tension,
there was no evidence whatever of fear. .
t

After some time the officers, both military and
‘ E

| police, numbering ten or fwel?e, came into the dayrﬁuﬁ

where we were assembled. They lined up in front of us

, |
with their backs to the fireplace and facing us. Up| to

.l
this very moment, we had not the least idea as to whaf
was going to happen. Colonel Smyth, who had only one

. i
arm, having lost phe other arm in the 1914-1918 war, went

|
gtraight to the point and proceeded to address uﬂlvitpuut

!
making any reference whatever to our previous

insubordination and'iefusal to co-operate with the

;
mnilitary. Immediately he commenced to speak, I stepbed

: b
out, saluted him, and told him that we understood thaﬁ

|
this conference was to be between the police and their

authorities and that we objected to the presence of the

military officers. Strange though it may seem, colopel
Soyth made no comment whatever on my action, while fﬁ#
military cfficar; smileﬁ ﬁt each other and quietly ﬁahkea
out cf the room. Colonel Smyth then commenced his speech

again and continued:-

"Well, men, 1L have something of interest to tell!
you, something that I ams:ure you would not wish ‘
your wives to hear. I ﬁm going to lay all my
cards on the tﬁbla, but I must reserve one card
for myself. Now men, Sinn Péin has had all the

sport up to this; we are going to have the aport

NOW. The police have done splendid work,
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cnnaidéring the odds against them. They are not

sufficiently atruhg to do anything but hold their .
barracks. ‘This ia not enough, for as long as we |

remain on the defensive 80 long will Sinn Féin

have the whip hand. We must take the offensive

and beat Sinn Féin with their aqﬁ'tactiea.
Martial Law, aﬁpljing to 511 Igalsﬂd, is coming
1n£¢ ape?ation.shﬁrtlj, and nﬁr sepamalaf aﬁalgamafiun
must be complete by 2lat June. I am promised as
many troops as L require from Engiaﬁd; thousands
are coming daily. I am getting 7,000 police from

Englend.

Now men, what I wish to expiain to you is that
you are to strengthemn your camra&%a in the out- E
stations, The military a}a to take possession ufé
thé lerge centres wheré they will have contreol of I
the raeilways and lines of communication, -and be
" able to move rapidly from place to place. Unlike
police who can act éﬁ individuals on their owm

initiative, military must act in large numbers
under a1gocd of:icer; he must be a good officer
or I shall have him removed. If a police
barracks is burned, or if the bérraﬁks already
occupied is not suitable, then the beat house in
the locality is to be commandeefeﬁ, the occupants
thrown out in the guntter. Let h;m die there,

the more the merrier. You must go out six nights :

a week at 1pa§t and get out of the barracks by the

back door or nkylight 80 that you will not be seen.

—
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Police patrols in uniform will go out the front
door as a decoy. ©Police and military will :
patrol the country roads at least five nights a
week. They are not to confine themselves to the {
main rcaﬁa but take across couniry, lie in ambush,
take cover behind fences, near the roads, and,
when civilians are seen approaching, shout"hands
up". Should the order be not immaﬁiately‘oheyad,
Bhéot, and shoot with effect. If the persons
approaching carry their hands in-their pockets ar;
are in any way suspicious leoking, shoot them

down. You may make mistakes occasionally and

innocent persons may be shot, but this cannot be 1

helped and you are bound to get the right persons |
sometimes. Thg more you shoot, the betier I will%
like you, and I assure you that no policeman will
get into trouble for shooting sny men. In the
past, policemen have got into trouble for giving
evidence at coroners' inquests. As a matter of
fact, inquests are t; be made illegal so that in
fqture no policemen will be asked to give evidence
at inquests. Hunger strikers will be allowed to
die in Jjeil, the more the merrier. Some of them
have died already, and a damn bad joblth&y were nu#

all allowed to die. As a matter of fect, some of

them have been dealt with in a manner that their

friends will never hear about. A ship will be ;

leaving en Irish port in the near future with lotai

of Sinn Féiners on board; I assure you men, it ;
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will never' land.

That now is nearly all I have to say to you.
We éant your aﬂaiatanne.in-cafrying out this
scheme and wiping out Sinn Féin. Any man who is ‘
not prepared to do so is a ﬁin&ranua rather than

& help and he had better leave the job at once.”

Colonel Smyth then, pointiné to the first man in
the ranka, said, “Are you prepared to co-operate?®. The
man, who happened to be an Engliahman.namad Chuter,
replied, "Constable Mee speakes for us". Smyth pointed to
each man in turn, a;king the same qpaétinn and getting the
aame reply, until he reached mwﬁelf. I was about the |
seventh man he addressed, and by the time he had raac%ed
me 1 was 80 horrified by his speech that all our pianu ot
the previous night had completely evaporated and, in any
¢case, would have been useless for a céntingann& such as
now confronted us. In desperation, I atappaﬂ forward and
said, “By your accent, I take it you are an Engliahman.
You fnrgat you are addressing Irishmen". He checked me
there and said he was a North of Iruln;ﬂ man from
Banbridge inttha County Down. I said, "I am an irishman
and very proud of it". fTaking off my'néirnrm cap, I laid
it on the tabdle in f;nnt of Colonel Smyth and said, "Phis
too is English; you may have it as a present from m;“.
Eaving done th;a, I completely lost my temper and, taéing
off my belt and awofd, clapped them down on the tablég

saying, "These too are English and you may have them. l To
Hell with you, you are a murderer". At this, Golaneli
. . {
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Smyth gquietly said to Distric¢t Inspector flanagan, "Place
that nan under arrest”. District Inspactar Flanagnn:anﬂ _
Head Constable. Pln{er came forward and llnked me

out of the room down to the kitchen which was at the %ar
end of the corridor, and remained there with me for a few
minutes. In less than four or five minutes after guing
into the kitchen with the Head Conatable and Distriet’
Inspector, I heard a wild ﬁtampede down the corridor and
in rushed the whole t:;!u'wd of my comrades whom I had léuft

in the day-room. They were highly excited and half i

dragged and half pushed me back into the dayroom. When

we ‘got to the dayroom, which I had left five minutes

earlier, the room was empty. Divisional Inspector S%yth,

General Tudor and the other police officers were in t@e
Eiatrict.Inapectar's office with the door closed. I
Colonel Smyth's uniform cap was still on the dayroom
table. Districf.Ianector Plenagan and Head Constable
Plover - went into tﬁa District Inspector's office
and:joiﬁed the other officers. ‘ In the dayroom the men
were in a very angry mood and all was excitement, some

going so faf as suggesting that Smyth deserved to be shot,

In the midst of this turmoil, District Inspector
Flanagan, whom we held in the highest esteem, came into
the dayroom and said that Ganeral‘TudDr wighed tulspeak
to us as a friend. We refuaed to meet Tudor and. advised
tha District Inspector to get Smyth and his party out of
the Barracks or there would be bloodshed, Flanagan

appealed and appealed to us to hear Tudor, and we
eventually agreed to do so.
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|

Although General Tudor came to Iistowel in fulﬂ
uniform dress which included medals and a large whitai

Teather on his helmet, he now appeared dressed in a nfﬁe
brown suit of tweefa. Although he tried to appear c%lm,
it was ﬁuite evident that he was in a state of great i
axcitaﬁant. He said, "Well, men, I would like to Baﬁ just
a few words to you as a‘frinnd. Just to show. that I:am a
friend, I will shake hands with eaéh one of you." He

then atarted with the firat man and went right along the
line and shook hands with each one of us. His opening

renarks were, "Although I am an Englishmen and was born in

Kent, ny ancestore came from Ireland. I like Irishmen®.

. He then explained that Dominion Home Rule applying to Eall

o ,
Ireland was to come into operation in the near future,

that the R.I.C. would get twelve years added tﬂlth91r1
service for the purpose of pensions, and that all would

be well and that we especially would come out well under
this new arrangement. At this stage one of oﬁr men,

Constable Byrne, spoke up and said, "We have heard all

this kind of promises in the past and we know that it ends

up in nothing. If you are serious about those promiges,
why are you leaving our men out in police hute where they
can be shot like rats?" Tudor asked him how many huts
there were in the dist£i¢t1and Byrne rapliéﬂ, "There are
8ix huts in this district". Tudor then said,""donaider
these huts h:ﬂken up as féom tﬁis date”. Rﬂalising the
danger of these promises, I stepped nué and gave the men
the word of command, "Dismiss!" They immediately broie

. . |
ranks and left the dayroom and went towards the yard

= -

!

{

ainging. "A Nation Once Again" and "§rap The Green Flagi
- - . - l

!
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]
|
[
|
i
: . {
Wien we returned to the dayroom again after a few
minutes, Divieional Inspector Smyth, Tudor and their ?arty
\ -
had left and so also had the military. Colonel Smyth
went away without his uniform cap which had to be sent

-after him later in the day.

It should be mentioned here that my actiun_iﬁ f
calling Smyth a murderer surprised my own men as much as
it surprised Colonel Smyth and myself. The whole thing
happened so suddenly and unexpectedly that it taokrBQQe
little time for the men to recover from the shock and;
collect their wits. Immediately I hed left the dayroom
they rushed towards the dayroom door which was closed
after i_Wen$ out. The County Inspector, it would appear,
put his dback to the dayroom door and said, "What are you
going to do, men?" He was roughly handled‘and the men
rushed out the du;r and down to the kitchen, as alreaﬂ&

explained.

Until that great moment I never realised how much
the loyalty of good comrades cuﬁld mean in a crisis.
The men, one and all, were splendid in the highest degree
and nof one seemed to have a aingle thought for the futurs.
Not a singla_man said or even hiutﬁd that I had acted
rashly or that 1 shouiﬂ have donatthis or ﬁnne that on
their behsalf. -Ennunseicusly, I had expressed through my
action the innermost feelings of each man's heart. It
was indeed a great momeﬁt in our lives. “In the short .
space of forty-eight hours we had at;oa up against terfifie

: f
0dds and still held undisputed possession of the barracks,
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The first two rounds had gone in our favour and Gnlun?l

Smyth was still on the "defensive" not alone against Sinn

Péin but against the R.I.C. on whom he had placed so much

-

confidence.

I shall always remember with pride and gratitude
the part played by our District Inspector Thomas Flanﬁgan

ﬂuringtthe Iistowel crisis. . Flianagan, a native 6f
Elphin, Co. Rﬂécomman, had riaén from the ;anka and was
within a few years of his well earned pension. Yet,
through thick and thin, he stood by his men and went down
with them when, one month later, he was suspended and

finally dismissed on a nominal pension.

After Colonel Smyth and his party left Listowel
Barracks on the 19th June, I went in to Planagan's office
and informed him on beha;f of the men that, while we
appreciated the fact that he was with us in spirit, we
did not wish nor expect him to ruin his owmr: future by
backing us npanlg._ I shall never forget'hia reply.
With tears in his ayaé he stood up, thrust his handa into
his 1:1'1|:u|.m¢ar=~s;rr pockete end looked out the window in front
of which hal; a dozen of our men were chatting in the
lawn. "Mhsﬁ, #aid he, "when I 1$nk cut there and see

those fine laﬂalwho have shown such courage and bravery
within_the past few days, I feel that I am the happiest
~man in Irelagﬂ. It hes been a great frivilege and honour
to me to have been ﬁlacaﬁ in charge of such men, snd I
would be unfit to live as an Irishman were I to desert

i
P
I
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them, That I shall never do, and God blesa you alln!

One of the six men whom the District Inspector|was

admiring was Thomas Hughga from Holigmnunt, Co. Mayn,g
that gentle and brilliant nix-foﬁt athlete who, for t%e
past seven yea&a, is & Catholic Bishop in Nigeria and_
whoee diocese is six timee the size of Irelsnd. Hha?

foola the British were if they gxpacteﬁ men like Thomas .

Flanagan and Thomas Hughes to go out and kill their owm

people.

Immediately Colonel Smyth and party left Listowel
Barracks, we rang up the police at Tralee, Killa¥nay,
Castleisland, EKenmare and Dingle, all of which were
Headquarter stations. The police cheered us over th%
phone and promised to.stana ﬁg us. Smyth tried to -

address the R.I.C. at Tralee but was met by opposition

from the police. = They then drove on to Eillarney where

- they were met with shouts of "Up Listowalh from the police

agaemhled there. Again Smyth tried to address the pciica

but the police showed stern opposition, and so the party

cancelled their tour and went to Dublin Castle evidently

convinced that they were up against organised R,I.C.

opposition.

In the meantime 1 went up to the bedroom, which
was the only private rﬁam in the barracks, and I wrote out-
as near as I could, word for word, Colonmel Smyth's speech.
This was signed by myself, Thomas Hughes, John ﬁnnnvaniand

Michasl Fitzgerald. Our intention was to send the |

statement to Republican Headquarters in Dublin and have it
Y
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published so that we might give evidence while still |

i
serving in the police force. Although we had complete
confidence in ell the men, we considered it too risky. to

discuss the publication of the document with the whole
“
|

publication. If that happened, the document would nilwur

lot lest it might inadvertently leak out before

: _ !
get publicity and the consequences for all of us would be

perions.

When the document was signed, we contacted the
local curate, Rev. Pr. Charles 0'Sullivan, now P.P.
Castletownbere. We gave him the whole story, inoluding
the written étatamsnt. and asked him to forward it toithe
prnpe; quarter, and fhat'unne the document was publiaéad
all thé other signatures would be iarthcoming. Fathér
OtSullivan forwarded the document to Republican ] ;
Headquarters, and it was returned for the signatures Jf

1

all the men. We explained to Pr. 0*Sullivan, and he

quite undarutnud, the impnrtance of haring the document

published withnut further delay and without any further

signatures until after publication.

For the next two weeks we were left in a state of

complete indecision. Apart from one visit from the

County Inspectnr in whieh he called me infa the District

Inspectér' office and told me that I took Colonel Smyth
tou aeriouslr and that he looked on Emyth as a fool, we
heard nothing further from the authurities. At the end
. - t
of about two weeks, we received an official nntificntién

to the effect that the police serving in the province %f

i



Munster were to get 14/- per week increase in pay. This
had the opposite effect to what the authorities had

expected. It might have pacified certain members in

Munsater but it almost created mutinies in other partﬁgaf
Ireland where the police demanded their 14/~ and haﬂ-éo
get 1t. This wes the first time in the history of tie
police force when one section of.the police were gi?eé

special treatment regarding pay, and it was not tried -a

gsecond time.

In this state of uncertainty we remained until 'the
6th July when five of us, Thomas Hughes, Johkn Donovan,
Michael Fitzgerald, Patrick Sheeran and myself left the

force without either resigning or being dismissed. Four

of us travelled to Limerick by train and received a gﬁeat
|
reception from the railway men at Limerick who somehow

had got the word that we were the Listowel mutineers énd

on our way home. ' We all took our revolvers, haversacks

and ammunition with us and were held up on the outskirts

of Limerick by the British militery. The military officer
in charge looked into our car, saw the ﬁﬁvgraanka ﬁnd'
revolvers and directed us to proceed and saluted us. He
evidently took it for granted that we were pulicé in ﬁl;in
clothes, which we really ﬁere, as we had not resigned and
were not dismissed at'that time. We just left without
Anyffcrmalify of resignation or dismissal. For this
offence alone, I belleve we left ourselves apén to

penalties, but details such as these did not occur to uas
in those stormy days. : ¥
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On 10th July the Smyth speech was Fublished.fully
in the "Freemen's Journal", a daily newspaper puhllﬂhed in

Duklin. On tha fnllnwing day John Donovan and myself wanF
to Dublin where we made ﬂantacts with members of the DALl
Gahinet. Michael Gullinﬂ, Erskine Ghllders, Madame
Markievicz, Alex Encaha, 7.D., as well as Thomas Juhnéon
and William O'Brien of the Labour Party and Martin i
Pitsgeraeld of the'"Freeman's Journal" in the officea of the
Iriah Labour Party. The nbjact of tha meeting was to get
Ifrnm us the full facta of the Listﬂwel episode. . It should
be mentioned that the publication of the Smyth Bpaech'was

one of the reasons for the breaking up cof the “Freaman'a

Jhurnal“ by the British forces and the suhaequant arrest
r

of the owner and editor, Measrs. Fitzgerald and Hoope;
- l
l

During this interview it w&a plain to us that
Michael Collins did not think that the British Guvarnﬁﬁnt
was dastardly enough to conceive a scheme of the kind
cutlined by Colonel Smyth to the police at Listowel,

Childers, on the other hand, seemed to have no doubt
" whatever that the British Govermment were capable of

conceliving and carrying out the scheme; and for that
reagon Jjustified his heving published the case in the
*Trish Bulletin" from which paper the "Freeman's Journal®

had published it.

Thomas Johnson and William Q'Brien of the ILabour
Party went to London to attend an internationsl Labour
conference, They raised the guestion of Smyth's speseh

and .handéd:copies-of. the :"Freeman's:Journal" eonta:ning

Smyth's speech to each dalegata attanding the aonference.
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. delegaten got the full backing of British Labour in

1
.—zﬂﬁ . ) i
This caused an uproar at the conference and the Irish

demanding an investigation into Colonel Smyth's apeeaﬁ.

A Labour delegation later visited Ireland and reported

fully on the Black and Tan atrocities.

On Wednesday, 14th July, T.P. O0'Connor raised the
question in the British House of Commons. He esked amd
was refused leave to move the adjournment of the house to-

discuss the ineident and the remgrks gttributed to

Divisional Commissioner Smyth as calculated to produce
serious bloodshed in Ireland. Sir Hamar Greenwood's
reply on that date is very interesting. He saild that

Divisional Commissioner Smyth had informed him that 'the
Ainstructions gi?an-to the police in Listowel were thﬁae
mentioned in a debate in this House nq'the 22nd May last
by the Attorney General for Ireland, and he did not exceed
these instructions", For ance, Hamar Greenwood spoke
the truth for, as i shali prove léter, Smyth was th;
spokesman of the British Cabinet and the insiructions

given to us were the exact instructions sanctioned by ﬂie

British Cebinet on 22nd May, 1920,

cu1$nal*3myth'a address to the police at Listowel
got fhe widest publicity, both in Great Britain and America,
aﬁd caused quite a sensstion as it was taken that Smyth was
acting as spokesman of the British Government; and there
was a genera; outery and demand for a full investigation.
Lloyd George, the B}itiah Prime Minister, finding himaélf
. o

in a tight corner, gave a promise of a full 1nvaﬂtigatﬂon
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but said that,'hefore doing so, he would call Smyth

—8

London to get the full details from Colonel Smyth

personally.

L T
it might not be out of place here to review shortly

the events of the previous weeks. It muat have he&n;

obvious, even to a casual observer, that the police matiny

fwés handled rather badly by the police and military

authorities. rhe reason for this was that only two weeks
previously all power and control were taken out of the

hands of the civil anthorities in NMunster and handéd ahar
to Colonel Smyth, a man who may have heenla good military
officer but knew nothing whatever about the handling of a
highly disciplined police f;rca such as the R.I.C. Itlis

certain that the higher police authorities reasented the

passing of this control into the hands of the military

and that they were pleased rather than otherwise to see
Colonel Smyth in. trouble. Smyth, on the othér hand,
found himself in the unenviable position of being neither

a policeman nor a soldier when faced with a sudden crizias
such as the police mutiny. A mutiny of troops in the
rLeld could be ﬂealt with by the firing Bquaﬂ such as

happenad to the Indian mutineers a week later. Pollcemen

had taken a oath to protect life and property. Now they

were asked to shoot down their own people and destroy the

* properly they were sworn to defend. When Colonél Smyth

was giving instructions to the R.I.C. to go out end kill,
he forgot that he was addressing police officers and ndt

ordinary soldiers; and when his orders were challenged
[
he was up against something new in his eXperience and 4&
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this connection that, after the duath of Smyth, his
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wes unable to meet the situation. As I shall prove 1ater,

| the orders given to the Listowel poline were the same

orders given by the_Prime Minister himself to Colonel Smyth

before he left London itwo weeks earlier.

With tping; in this mess, Colonel Smyth was called
to London to ;ee the Prime Minister, Lloyd George. Smﬁth
did—nut, or could not deny having inci ted the police to
commit open murder, since those were his instructions from
the Prime Minister himself. The fact that Colonel Smyth

had lost an arm in the war and had at least a dozen medels

for bravery in the field counted for little now that the
British Cabinet had to be saved. After two days in

London, Lloyd George sent him back to Cork ostensibly’ to
|

L]

regulate police duty for the assizes but with full '
knowledge of the fact that this brave officer was going to
hi; doom." Once Colonel Smytﬁ'a instruction to "shoot at
eight" was published, it must ﬁa?e been clear ev;n to
Iloyd George that Smyth was e marked msn. Yet when he
wae shot dead in the cu;k County cluﬁ & few days later, he
had no bodyguard and not even a private soldier or
policeman in the vicinity of the Club, Thie was a sad
eng to a great sol&ia; betrayed by the treachery of the
politician, Lloyd Gearge. When 3myth's wife heard the

sad news of her huabﬂnd'a death, she said, "My huﬂhand was

-

a greatfuoldier. It is a pity that he died in such a

rotten cause". No doubt her natural womanly instinct

tcld her of the great betrayal. It m&y be mentioned in

e — e
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brother, Capiein Smyth, who had an appointment in the) War
. _ L
Office, volunteered for service in Ireland to avenge his
|

brother's death. .He was shot dead while raiding

Professor Carolan's house in D:umconﬁra on the occasion

when Den Breen and Sean Treacy escaped.

When Colonel Smyth was dead, Lloyd George was then
able to say, "I can't now have an inguiry into the Liétﬁwel
affeir as cur.princibal witness has been murdered". In
this wey he shuffled shamelessly out-bf the inqui;y which

he never had the least intention of holding.

General Tudor, with other high ranking officers,
was present when Coleonel Smyth delivered his infamous
ultimatum to the R.I.C. at Iistowel. Why was General
Tudu;.nat summoned to London to give evidence of Smyth's

speech? The reason is that the British Cabinet were

already committed to a policy of outrage and murder in
Iralahﬂ. Investigation or inguiry %aa the last thing
that the British Cabinet then desired. Colonel Smyth had
been indiacreet enough %0 put their secret policy for
bloodshed to the R.I.C. at Listowel and for this he had to
pay the extreme penalty. His daath.ga?e Lloyd George the
breathing time he 80 much needed while he was being forced
for an explanation and inguiry by an outraged publie
opinion even in Britain. It was only a ¢Ihaﬁca that
Listowel had Peen the scene of this explosion. Similar
instructions had been issued to the officers of all other
counties sbout. The police co-operated with the military,
l

but Listowel was the only barracks which had refused to

co-operate. Hence Smyth's visit and the display of feéca
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that sccompanied it.

Immediately after Smyth was shot in Cork, I qute
to the daily press expressing regret at the death of |
Colonel Smyth and accusing the British Government of

connivance thereat. My letter was never published.
Again, in January, 1922, when the British authorities were
8111l in Ireland; I made the accusation in a speech in the

Mansion House, Dublin. - My speech got front page haaélinag

in the daily and evening papers. Next day, the 23r&!

\
Jenunary, 1922, an unsigned statement on behalf of the'
British authorities in Ireland appeared in the daily i

papers refuting certain statements I had made regarding the

death of Colonel Smyth.

which appeared in the daily press of the 24ih Ja.nuar:é.

|
' |
The following is an extract from a letter of m}ne
" |
|
1922:- ‘

"0n behalf of the fourteen R.I.C. men who signed
the statement in connection with‘Colonel Smyth's
ﬂpeech at Listowel, I aakad,-ﬂhrnugh the press, for

- a sworn inquiry. ‘ My letfer was not published, fné
obvious reasons. In the cause of truth and justiée
and on behalf of those R.I.C. ‘men for whom I acted
as spokesman, I again demand a public swnrn.inquiry
into the Liatowél "incident” and all its details.

I regret the death of Colonel Smyth as much ae the .

British autherities do, because he helped to expose
i
. |
To this also there was no reply. {

|

the hidden policy of the British Govermment in
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I would now refer to the findings of the Irish-

American Commission of Inguiry into Conditions in Ireland
published towards the end of 1920. This Commission was
set up in Washington and its members comprised, among 6thgra,

distinguished senators, state governors, the higher clergy

‘of the Protestant, Catholic and Jewish churches, leading

educators, journalists, eﬁitara,-mayora and.ather public
and distinguished citizens of the United States. Th#s
surely was an impartial irihunal, and their findings ére a
terrible indictment of the British Government. Thisg
volume of evidence runs into over a thousand pages. 40'

' 4

important did this Commission consider Colonel Smyth'
i

address to the R.I.C. in Listowel that the last four -pages

of this volume are devoted to a summary cf‘evi&ence té
prove that, when Colonel Smyth addressed the R.I.C. at
: i

Listowel, he was speaking not as an officer but as a .

spokesman of the British Cabinet. The following exténcta
t

from the Chairman's (Frank P. Walsh) summary of evidence

are of great interest:-

"The conclusive failure of the British policy .
of coercion during 1919 came in the municipal
elections held in January, 1920, in which the -
Republican policy was endorsed by even a greater
majority than it had received in the general

election in 1918. 1Inroads were m;de on.the
strongholds nf the Unionist Ulafer, and conclusive:
proof was given to the world that coercion by -
arresis, suppression and wholesale raids was
increasing the-determination of the Irish people:

To secure their independence. The English Cabinet
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was thus brought to a réaliaation that the

ordinary methods of arrest, imprisonment, which

had been the ruling policy in 1919 would not hreakl
the spirit of the Irish people. During the last;
days of March, 1920, therefore, the adoption of a -
policy of organised military terrorism waa'decided;

upon by the English Cabinet. At this Cabinet

meeting, Sir Neville Macready was appointed
Commander-in-Chief of the English Army of

Oecupation in Ireland."”

o ———

"On the 3rd April, 1920, the "Daily ¥ail" said:-

T

"Sir Neville Macready, who is leaving for

ireland shortly to teke up his new post

as Commander, has been given a free hand by
~“the Cabinet".«

- emm mm m mw

"On the 10th April, 1920, the press anunounced the

- retirement of those amcng the high officials of the
Royal Irish Constabulary who were known to be

opposed to a policy of frightfulness. The
6fficials who were asked to retire were Mr. W.NM.
Davis, Deputy Inspector-General of the R.I.C., and
Messrs. H.D. Tyacke and R.S.C. Flower, Assistant
Inspectors Gerersal of the R.I.C. The press on the
same day stated that these officials werﬁ %o‘b&
replaced by Mr. C.A., Walsh, Mr. A.A. Eobe;ta and
Mr. E.M. Clayton, officers who had provéﬁ their
thoroughness in eggression., ) Enme-short time
pra?icualyt Inspector-General Sir J.A¢ Byrne was
removed from office and hls Place was taken by T. J{
Sm:th. a notorious advocate of nppreasive meaauras.%

¥



"On May 13th, 1920, Lord Birkinhead at a dinner

given.in a London c¢lub, in referring to Sir

. Neville Macready's appointment said:-

-

"I cannot speak here tonight of what the

‘Executive have done or to tell ynu of
the conclusione they have reached, but I
can tell you this that, as a Government,
we have decided to reinforce these men
(the R.I.C.) by every means in our power.
We have taken special and wholly
exceptional steps".”

-

"On June 19th, Colonel Smyth addressed the

policemen at Listowel Barracks and outlined the

new policy of the English Government and instructe

them as followe:-

1.

2.

6.

Chie

Engl

had been made but on the following day, July 23rd,

L

"I am getting seven thousand police from
England "

"If a harranka is burmed, the best house
in the locality is to be commandeered®.

"The police are to lie in ambush and ‘
shoot suspecta®™.

"No policeman will get into trouble for
shooting any man”.

"Hunger strikers will be allowed to die
in jail"™.

"We want your assistance in wiping out
Sinn Péin".

It was denied by Sir Hamar Greenwood, English
f Secretary for Ireland, on July 22nd in the

ish House of Commons that any such statements

General T.J. Smith issved an order to the R.I.C.

|
|
a
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announcing that the Government "has directed"

that no prisoners were to be released until they

'
i e i . S A

had served their sentences, in other words,

"hunger strikers will be allowed to die"."

"On August 3rd the English Chief Secretary for

Ireland. introduced in the Houase of Commons the

Restoration of Order (Ireland) Bill, one of the

clauses of which made coroners' inquests illegal.

The Chief Secretary admitted, in the introduction

of the Bill, that it had been drafted in the

_ previous June, .in other words, it was known in

that month to the English officials in Ireland

that it was the English Government's intention to .

suppress coroners' inquests. All the other peints

of Divislonal Commissioner Smyth's review of the

"epecial and wholly exceptional ateps™ the English

Government hed on May 1lth decided to take in

regard to Ireland have been borne out by events
subsequent to the Commissioner's speech.

Thousands of English recruits ;ra being brought to
Ireland as policemen. Whenevef a police barracks
is hﬁrned, the houses of prominent Bepublicane are
comm@ndeered or burned by the police. More than
150 innocent civilians have been1murdared,sinca
the Cnmmiagianar's speech was delivered. That
the Gommiasionarja address to the police in

Listowel was an outline of the official policy dn.

Ireland is no longer a doubt.®

P e e — r———
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"The New Policy in Operation.

Meanwhile, Sir Neville Macready's suggestions
to the Engliéh dabinat, all of whic£ were approved
by that Cabinet, were put into operation. During
the five months following the Engliah Cabinet

meeting held in London on Maey 1lth, .1920, 133
-Irish towns and villages were sacked, shot up or
Ipartially burned. Sir Heville Macready, heving
the full k;uwledga of the Cabinet, has not shirked

taking responsibility for this policy of teprﬂriaﬁ

which, in the words of Divisional-Commissioner

Smyth, has for its object the "wiping out of Sinn

Féin"."

-

» “The "New Statesman", a London weekly
newspaper, said in its editorial on November 30th,

1920 -

‘Whatever doudts we may have about the
facts of individual outrages, Mr. Lloyd
George and sif Hamer Greenwood can no
-1unger deny that men who, in the last
‘resort, act under their orders commit
numerous and atrncioua1crimeu. - They know
that murder, theft and arson are becoming
commonplace in whatever part of Ireland
the Black and Tans enter. They know that
women and children have to hurry out of
their beds gt midnight to escape from
houses deliberately set on fire by the
agents of law and order. They know that
men, inclu&ing & priest and a policeman

———

who resigned rather than take part in a
shooting-up orgy, have been dragged from
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their beds, stripped neked and flogged.
They know that army discipline itself is
giving way before cfficialiy licensed
brutality and violence. “They know that
British newspaper correspondents have been
threatened with murder for speaking the .
truth. They know that between thirty and

forty creameries have been burned down by
Black and Tans, soldiers and police.
They know that such a state of government

terrorism exists in Ireland as would seem

horrible even under Turkish auspices in
the Balkansg.' @

“The history of the_lﬁst three monthe of 1§20
is one well known to the Commission through the
testimony of eye-witnesses and expert Irish and
Bnglish investiga@ars. It is needless, thérefere,
to reiterate what is already contained in the :
Commission's records - the burning and aacking of
farms, creameries, private houses, towns and even

great cities like Cork; the complete &eafruation
of the economic and indastrial life of the nation;
the raidé upon cathedrala; convents and
institutions of learning; the murder of twq
prieats under circumstances of the utmost
brutality; and finally the murder of a woman
(Mrs. Ellen Quinn) with a child in her arms gnﬂ

another about to be born, justified by Sir Hamar

Greenwood as a precautionary measure, All these .,
are matters whieh, directly or indirectly, have

been brought to the attention of your honourable

Commiggion. They are the circumstantial evidence.
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which proves that Divisional-Inspector Smyth

outlined to the policemen of Listowel the

‘official policy of the British Govermnment in

Ireland."

This scathing indictment of the British Government

proved beyond all doubt that the report of Smyth's spéech, -
as submitted by us, was accuratelf.interpreted and given

in full detail to the press. All the points outlined in
Smyth's speech, with the exception of two, were immédiately
put into operation and-exaeeded in violence and brutality
even Lloyd George's most bloody expectations. Iﬁ should
be noted here that two points mentioned by Colonel Smﬁth_
were not carried out. The first was the evacuation of

the headquarters barracks by the R.I.C., which was the
object uf Golanel Smyth's visit to the police barracks.

The other point was the mest important of all, the-
intended sending of a ship with Republican leaders on
board, ‘and that this ship would never land. When Colonel
dmyth mentioned the sinking of that ship, I had no doubt
than that it was the British Government's intention %o
round up the prominent Republican 1éadéfﬂ, put them on
board ship on the pretence of sending them to a
?oncentration camp and . then afrange for an accident at. ses.
After a lapse of thirty years, my opinion has not changed
cne iota in this regard. 1In face of the publication of

Smyth's speech at the time saying that the "shipload -of
Sinn Féiners would never lamd”, the British Cabinet and

Sir Neville Macready had to change their mind on this |

intended outrage which would have pulled down the Britilsh



Cabinet and shaken the empire.
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Looked at from the purely military point of vi

the Listowel mutiny was of great importance because -

(1)

(2)

3)

(4)

(5)

it disclosed ?o the Republican Army the
secret plans of the enémy and put them in
-the position of being able to make their
plans to meet and counter the enemy's
ﬁactius; |

it caused the enemy to alter their original
plan of putting the military into large
centrea and reinforcing the police in ﬁhé

remote areas;

instead of sending raihforcaments to the
outlying sfétions. as8 was originally
inteqded, the British vacated these /
outposts and concentrated all their forces
in the large towns; this left the

Republican forces large isolated cenires

in which t0 manoeuvre and leisurely plan
the hit-and-run tacties which proved so

successful against superior forces;

the police mutiny created doubts in the
minds of the British authorities as to the

absolute loyalty of the R.I.C., whom, in

‘the past, they could always rely on_ for

secret information;

resignations from the police.force became

accelerated immediately after Smyth's

= tem e e ey e L Ema s
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speech was published, and resignations

- - i e - =

reached peak point during July, August

and September, 1920;

(7) the wide publicity given to Smyth's
speech, bo£h in England and U.S.A. kept
the critical eye of public opinion
focussed on the Br;ﬁiah Government, so
thaf such eiuuaaa as "shot while
attempting to escape".carried little

weight at home and abroad.

Immediately after Colonel Smyth's death, we heard
of the resignation of Captain Chadwick, the officer who
had been instructed to take over. Iistowel Barracks on the
17th June, 1920, and had not done so. Although no reaaanﬁ
were givig for his resignation at the time, I am satisfied .
that Captain Chadwick, who was a very good type of British
military officer, did not resign through cowardice but wasa
prubahly-removed from office under the same circumstances

in which they removed police officers who were not

,prepargd to do the dirty work required of them.

Towards the end of July, 1920, things began to raaéh
a crisis in Iéelénﬂ- On July 24th the daily papers
carried big headlines announcing the shooting of Colonel
Smyth in the County Club, Cork. On 4he same date it was
announced hy'tne British authorities in Ireland that, in
future, hunger strikers would not be released until they

had served their full term of imprisonment. 4 few days
later it was announced that the holding of coroners®
i

inquests on Sinn Féin victims would be made illegal. &he

raiding and looting of houses and the sacking of towns %ama
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becoming an everyday occurrence. Colonel Smyth was dead
but the policy which he had outlined in Listowel was now

: !
in full swing. The Republican army was now up against a

ruthless foe whose war cry was 'murder', with no regard

for the rules of wﬁrfare.

In o far as I personally was concerned, I fully

realised that the British authorities would hold me

morally reaponaihle for the death of Colonel Smyth. I
also knew that R.I.C. men had been drafted into.Dublin.

from the various districts throughout the country, for

the express purpose of 'spotting' men on the run. They
were specially aelectei‘mgn and ént a apa;i&l course of
training for this kind of work. The reason why they were
selected ffum the country towns was because of their local
‘kmowledge ?f tﬁa particular diatfiat and, in Dublin, they
would be able to pick out the I.R.A. men coming into or
leaving ﬁuhlin. I mleo knew that at any time T might run
into one of these special pélicamani I elso knew thai

the R,I.C, looked upon me as a traitor from their ranks

and I expected no mercy from them if caught.

"

Early in August I was infurmed by Alex McCabe that
the Countess Markievicg wished to see me. 1 was
intrnducad to her at her ﬂffiées, 14 Prederick Street,
which was her ﬁeadquaitera-as Miniatef for Lebour.  She
received me in the most friendly manner End"explainﬁﬂ to
ma.that she had set up a special bureau for the purpoge of
finding employment for resigned and dismissed R.I.C. aLd

1 » ) '
that she was placing me in charge of the bureau. She|
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explained the objects of the bureau which were to

encourage raaiénations from the police force. She

thought that, if we were able to fix these men into
suitable employment, it would stimulate resignations and

spread disaffection among the forces, that I, being an
ex member of the forces, would understand their

requirements and, in addi}iun,'l might be able to make

contacts inaide the police force.

I was given a room to myself and, for the next
month or su,'I must have met most of the prominent I.R.A.
men in Dublin ;3 well as men on the run from the country
who called in to see the Countess. _Eha used tc.take
grsatldelight in introducing her visitors to me. She
would walk into the rocm with her visitor and casually say,
"This is Mr. So-and-So who is wanted by the police". “Thia'
ia an R.I.C. man from Kerry. Have you ‘ever met ﬁim

before?" She would then go into a fit of lauzhter at the

shock tﬁe visitor would get. On one occasion the late
doe McDonagh called at her office, dressed as a clergyman.
He was.a rather nervous type of man, On this ccecasion
she seemed to enjoy the position immensely. Pointing to
"Joe McDonagh, she said, "This is Joe McDonagh, one of the ..
most ﬁanted men in Duhliﬁ“. "Mr. McDonagh, this iﬁ an
R.1.C. man, my privste seéreta;y.“ She told me
afterwards that Joe HMcDonagh neve; forgave her for thar

sghock he received,

It was three years later, at a meeting in Sligo,

that the Countess t0ld me of how I came to be employed|in
: i
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her office. She sald that, after our firut meeting at tha
Labour Party's offices, Collins and herself had an ar%ument

on the question as to whether I could be trusted. She

said that Collins looked upon me as a dangercus man while
. : _

she held that I was alright and that she trusted me, | To

prove her point, she decided to take me into her own

. : }
office and that, if I proved %o be a ‘wrong one', she,

herself would do the shooting. : ) '

As the programme outlined by Cnlﬁnel Emyth nas

heing put into operation and exceeded in violence tha

Smyth programme, it was soon apparent that we had givan in

advance the true facts to the Republican Government.

This gave the Countess great satisfaction, as she wasiable
|

to tell Collins what a bad judge of character he was, '
' i

i

L
All this time I was quitﬁ unconsciocus of the factn

that I was very much on probation during the first weéks
in my new office. Looking back on the position now, I am

inclined to think that the Countess had a second motive in

introducing me to the prominent I.R.A. men who called to

see her, I hope I am wrong in believing that she was

doing a check-~up on the new recruit. This I do kuow,

that in less than one month I was accepted. as 0.K. by the

Countess and that Michael Collins was generous enough to

L}

admit that his first impressions of me were wrong. As

proof of this, he sent me on important missions both at

‘l
home and in Britain and, almost weekly, consulted me on

gquestions relating te the police force especially.

. s

3
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In the meantime, the Countess succeeded in plhping
]
1
my friend, 0'Donovan, in employment as Manager of the’

Court Leundry, Harcourt Street. ,

During my first few weeks in my new employment, I
got many surprises, especially in connection with the

Republican grmy.

I found that the Republican army was made up of
selected men who went aﬁaut their ordinary work during the

day and did their soldiering during the night.

‘I found it quite a common thing to be introduced to
a very ordinary looking individual whom I treated quite

casually and to learn later that I had been speaking to an

C.C. or perhaps a Brigade General; that the I.R.A. man,
in addition to being # proved patriot, was of necesgsity a
dhr&wd'aecret gservice man. His very life and the life of
his comrades depended on his tacf in keeping his mind to

himself and treating all strangers with suspicion.

I was surprised to find that one could travel the
¢ity of Dublin without ever meeting am I.R.A. man, as far

as outward appearances were concerned. In shopa, in
publichouses and in the streets, politics were not
discusaed as nobody knew who was who, except those actually

in the moveﬁent.

An English military officer, after spending six
monthe in Ireland, when asked what he thought of the I,R.A.,

replied that he had not met any I1.R.A, men, I think {t
- ]
)
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was General Crozier who said that the I.R.A. were

of

|
|
|
|
|
|
3

everywhere and nowhere at the same time. The aucces

the I.R.A. wae due to the fact that they believed in E

i

quality rather than quantity.

The novelty of Wﬂrking at Republican headquarters
and especially with Madame Markievicz appealed to me very

much, She was & grand person to work with and was one of

the few who understood that the question of the R.I.C. was

an economic rather than a political one. It was hecéuaa
T
of this that the Bureau was set up to try and place !

resigned men in amﬁlaymant and, at the same time, to

encourage others to come out. THe following circular was

sent out in September, 1920, and will explain the objects

i
of the Bureau:- |

"A Chara,

At the present moment a large number of R.I.C.
have left the Force owing to their repugnsnce to
.the outrages that are taking place and in which
‘they are required to take part. Some of these men
have narrowly escaped with their lives. In one

case, of which I have the details, a man was
dismissed for refusing to participate in sacking a
tovm, and was fired at on leaving the barracks.

These men, whether they were dismissed for
refusing to carry out instructions or whether they

resigned as a protest, are now without any megns of
support. ’

I am addreésing this to.you as I believe you
to be one who would object on principle to the
outrages on the people that are taking place, and
that you would view with horror the burning uf

creameries and homesteads, and burning and’ 1uot1ng

A m— 0 mm
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towns, and the daily terrors the people have to
suffer from the callous shootings from which so
many have lost their lives.

In expectation of your being willing to
come to the aid of men victimised because they

would not allow themselves to be used for such

work, I write to ask.you to co-operate with-ma
in finding work for these men, and I would ask

you, if there are any vacant jobs under your
patronage for which they would be suitable, to

communicate with me.

The majority of these men seek employment
as clerks, agricultural works, stewards,

watchmen, agents, motor drivers, caretakers, etec,
‘Mise 4o Chara,

CONSTANCE DE MARKIEVICZ,

Please reply to the Secretary, General
Employment Agency, 61, Highfield Road, Rathgar,
Dublin,®

The response to ‘the circular was most encouraging.
We were able to place a number of resigned men in suitable

employment and resignations from the police force became

more rapid as a result. In addition %o the cifculars, we

put advertisements in the daily papers asking employers to

give preferential treatment to men who had left the force.

This brought us right up againat the British
authorities who interpreted our activities as "Spreading
disaffection among His Majesty's Forces", an offence

punishable under the Defence of the Realm Act.

About September or October the British authorities
. i

started a paper known as "Sip Hamar Greenwood's WeeklyE

-
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Summary".  Madame and myself came in for special'atteniiﬁn
practically every week. From memory, I quote one or tﬁu

items that appeared in the "Weekly Summary" -

"'wo-R.1.C. men resigned recently and thought
tﬁe} would be rﬁaeived with open arme by the I.R.4A.
When these two men attended a dance in their home

town, the music stopped and most of the dancers

left as a protest against the presence of the two
ex policemen. Fext day, in disgust at this

reception, they called at the local police barracks
for the purpose of rejoining the force but,
needless to sey, they could not be acceptéd¢1 They

have since left the country. That does ex

Constable Mee think of ‘this?",

Although our head office was 14, Prederick Street, we
never got any correspondence addressed fhere. Cur official
address was 61, Highfield Road, Rathgar; this was the address
of a Miss O'Byrne, an active officer in Cumann na nBan.

This address came in for special attention by the c#nwn
forces. On one occasion two men called on Kiss 0'Byrne's
-motger and asked for me. They were very frieﬂdly‘and géve

their names as 0'Donovan and Sheeran, two men who left the

force with me. They informed Mrs. O'Byrne that they had
urgent news for me and wanted to see ﬁe immediately. Later
that evening Mrs. Q'Byrne saﬁ two men jumping over a wail
from her back yard.. When Miss D'E&rne raﬁurteﬁ this
incident the following morning, I"contacted O'Donovan at

Harcourt Street Laundry and found that he knew nothing

— S

whatever gbout the incident.
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In addition to my work in the Bureau, I was ablé to

4

make many useful contacts with aerviné members of the
R.I.C., both directly and inﬂire¢$ly. Resigned men who
were in direct correspondence with me and who came up for
interviews from time to time were often able to give
advance infarmatinn_of other men who were thinking of
resigning. In su&h cases, I was often able.to arrange an
interview in Dublin with R.I.C. men who were still serving.
Thie was highly dangerous work but I am glad to be able to

record the fact that I did not meet a single wrong one.

As soon as I had made suitable contacts with men
from the country who were anticipating éaﬁigning, I would ‘
supply the names to Michael Collins. Next time the I.R.A.
officer from that man's district would call at Republican
headquarters, Collins would iﬁtraduee me to the I.R.A.
officer to whom I would give a note of introduction to the
R.I.C. man concerned. In thia way, direct contact was made

between the local I.R.A. officer and the friendly R.I.C. man

and dangerous correspondence was avoided. In this way also,

Republican headquarters were able to get particulars of the

latest instructions issued to the R.I.C,

In October, 1920, I got word from Listowel that the
Dietrict Inapector and three men, Kelly, ﬂcﬂamara and Synnott,
were suspended for over a munth,aw#iting dismissal. I saw
Michael Collins and volunteered to go down to Liﬂtﬂﬂel.ﬂﬂd
to try and get a number of the Kerry force aut'in a#mpathy
with District Inspector Flanagan and the three meh. _
Collins, who knew the pbéitian fully, advised me not to go.

He told me that the greatest scoundrels in the force haﬁ,
f

been sent to Listowel since we left and that, apart froﬁ the ~
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danger to my awﬁ'lifé, I could do no good. I peraiate? and
he eventually agreed that I might try. I shall never %arget
that journey. Fdf some réasnn which I cénnct recall, &
could not get a connection from Limerick Junction to
Liﬂ#owel. I, therefore, joined with thrée cattle dealers
and we went by car from Limerick Junction to Newcastle West.
We were héld up and guestioned over a dozen times before we
got to 'Newcastle West. At Rathkeale I was taken out of the
car and brought into the police barracks where I was
gubjected to the most gruelling examination. As the result
of the delays, wé were barely inltime to catch the train at
" Newcastle Wesf. It was eight o'clock at night when I got
into Listowel station where six R.I.C. men were on duty and
carrying revolvers. When the train pulled up, the
carriage in which I wae travelling stopped just in front of
the Stationmaster's office. I .walked ;traight into the
office end then into an imner room off the office where I
waited until all was clear and the Stationmaster, Mr.
McElligott, came along to close up the pla;a. When he saw
me in the room, he was very angry and shouted at the top of
his voice to know what I was doing there, I made urgent

8igns to him to keep quiet, and he seemed to grasp the

ppaiticn immediately. He locked the door and left me in

the room and went out on the platform and returned when the

coast was clear. When he found out who I was, he 4id
everything possible to help me and escorted me acrogss some
fields tqwar&s'the parochial house where I thought 1 would
meet Fr. O'Sulliven, my friend of g few months ago.

Unfortunately, I did not meet Fr. 0'Sullivan so I went down

town dnd called on the late Paddy Breen, Church Street. On

A
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my way to Church Street I walked right into the police p?trnl
whom I had gone to so much trouble to aveid. They Walde

past andé took no notice of me. When I went into Paddy |
Breen's, the bar room was packed with military and Black and
Tans drinking and enjoying themselves. Without looking'n{
the right or left, I went upstairs to the sittingroom. Miss
Breen came up to the gsittingroom end, when I explained who I
was, she gave me é very friendly welcome and ﬁenj down to the
shop and sent héf father up to the sittingroom. I shall
never forget the friendship of the Breen family who tfeatadl
me as if I were a king, By the time I arrived in Listowel,
‘T wag hungry and exhausted, not having touched food sinué
eight o'clock that morning. . Food and refreshment sﬁpplied
by the Breen's soon put me rigﬁt, and shortly after my
arrival T.J. McElligott (now of Leixlip, Co. Kildare) and Mr.
Crowley, V.S5., Liatéwgl, came upqto greét me and, while the
Black and Tans ﬁefa.enjnying themgelvea down;tairs, we were
enjoying ourselves upstairs. Kelly and McNamara, fwc of the-
suspended R.I.C. men joined us later. 1 sent for Wr.
Flanagan, the District Inspector, but he thought it too

dangerous for him to come and he sent ﬁﬂf& t0 me to clear out

or I would be shot like a dog if found by the Black and Tans.

I found from Kelly and MacNemara that nothing could be donme
in the district and that the morale of the R.I.C. had
deteriorated generaily throughout the county. I stayed in
‘Breen's until the next evening and then went on to Tralee
and found that the position there was worse even than in
Listowel, so I returned to Dublin next evening without having
accomplished anything and I felt very disappointed indeed.
The following day I reported to Collins who held that I had

i
accomplished much in being able to evade the police and get
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back safely. He, of course, was well accustomed %o f

' |
disappointments himself and never complained of the failure

of others through no fault of their own.

Flanagan, Kelly, Synnott and . McNamara were dismissed
shortly afterwards. Kelly and McNamara went to America, on
the instructions of Collins and Griffith and at the Expehae
of D&il Fireann, to give evidence before the Irish-American
Gommisaién of Inquiry. The published report of thﬁt

Commission givez their evidence in full.

In September, 1920, Madame Markievicz was arrested and
lodged in.Mountjny‘jail. This was a great blow to our
little Department but we managed.to carry on, first ﬁnder Mr.
Joe DMeGrath and, when he also was arrested, under Mr. Joe
McDonagh. The destruction of the economic life of the
country brought unemployment to peak point and it became
increasingly more difficult to place the resigned men in
employment; and the "Weekly Summary" made full use of this

to discourage resignations from the police force.

In the end of November, 1320, the first National

Convention of the Self-Determination League was held in ,

Manchester and was attended by over fourteen hundred delegates

from England, Scotland and Wales. Two days prior to the -

Convention, Collins sent me to London with a letter of

introduction to Seén McGrath, General Secretary, Self-
Determination League. Sedén McGrath took me to a meeting of

the Executive in London end I explained the importance of

procuring employment for the resigned R.I.C., pointing out

that; -

&
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. i
(1) WwWithout the assistance of the R.I.C., with l
: ' t

their local knowledge, the military would be |

powerless against -the I.R.A.;

(2) Unless we were able to place at least a

percentage of the resigned men in .enployment,

reaignations from the police force would slow

down;

(3) The destruction of property, including the
destruction of factories and workshops, had

made it impossible to fix even a small
percentage of the resigned men in employment
and we looked to the Self-Determination Leagus,
as representing the industrial life of Britain,

to help us to solve this question.

Sedn McGrath and Art O'Brien, to whom I put these

facts, appreciated fully the importance of our request and

promised full co-operaticn. They suggeatad that I accompany

them to the Conference in Manchester, which I did., Seédn
MeGrath put my claim before the Conference very well indeed
and introduced myself personally, mentioning the prominent
part I had played in Listowel. The reference to myself took
me completely by surprise and gave me a frightful shock as
there were at least a dozen policemen in uniform on duty in
the hall. During the two days which the meeting lasted, I
wag able to contact the delegates from the various industrisl
centres, all of whom were more than anxious to hélp, and a
tour was arranged for me. Within the next few weeks, Ii

visited Liverpool, Cardiff, Hlddlesborough, Hewcaatle-on—
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Tyne, Manchester and Swansea, and succeeded in placingj

* . .
. quite g few of the resigned men and got a guarantee thaﬁ,

through the Self-Determination League, all the resigned men

could be absorbed into employment in England.

Towards Christmas, 1920, the Self-Determination
league came in for special attention by the British
Government, and most of the leaders were rounded up snd putb
into jail. This was a great setbaak to us and we soon
raaﬁhed a point when we could not guarantee employment fpr

anybody.

Janua?y, 1921, saw the war of extermination at peﬁk
point.  Raids, lootings, shootings and cold-blooded murder
were an everyday occurrence. I attended at the office
every day but had little or nothing to do. REarly in
February I was very much relieved when I was informed that I
was to go to the country as an organiser of the Belfast |
Boycott. My district was Louth,Meath, Armagh and Dowa.
Between then and the truce, however, I had covered éhe
counties Ferhanagh, Tyrone, Derry,ﬂﬂqﬁagﬁl, Sligo and

Leitrim as well.

As I had already made many contacts with R.I.C. men

-waile in the office in Dublin, I was now given an opportunity

1o continue this work iﬁ the country. I found, however,
that this was not nearly so easy as I had anticipated, In
the first place, the police and peupie in the towns and

country districts were not on friendly terms with each other
and, as the R.I.C, generally moved about in groups of fi%h

or six, it was noet an easy matter to contact a friendly
I
'
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individual, I did, however, succeed in making uontacts in

many cases and often in the most unexpected way. The ﬁery
first day that I arrived in Derry eity, I met a policeman on
duty in tﬁ§ ylatform who ﬁad been, at one time, stati oned
with me. I was 80 surprised and taken unawares that I was
about to speak to him when he suﬂdenl& turned his back on me

and walked away. He did not pretend to recognise me but

that night he called at the hotel where I was staying. He
came in plain clothes and we had a very long chat; and we
met many times afterwards and I found him most useful.

During my first visit to Derry, I called at Joe D'Dnherty 8
house. The D'Dvherty family were all in the mavement

including two aistera, and they haﬁ been burned out twice.
Whenever anything unusual oceurred in Derry, the G'Dohertys.".

house was raided. Ever after my first visit to the
. i

0'Doherty home, theyrwere privately warned of intended rgiﬁs.
Although I visited the O'Doherty family on many occasions and
was always well received; they just knew me as William Walsh
from Headquarters and I never disclosed to them ny identity
nor did I ever diaclosé.the,authnr of the private notes

which warned them of the raids.

The carfying out of the Belfast Buycﬁtt, especially in
the Northern counties, was interesting but highly &ﬁﬁgaroua.
Apart from the military and ordinary poiice, one had to
contend with the Special Constabulary who were a kind of
secret service police force. ' By an extraordinary stroke of
. good luck, however, I was éhla fn travel through Northern

Ireland in comparative safety.

I went north as William Walsh, commercial travellér, —
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and carried samples of Dripsey tweeds for the then Irish

. . L]
Co-Op., Middle Abbey Street. TFour days after leaving Dublin
I was on mg'way from Newry to a little place called Hilltown.

Two miles from Newry I was overtaken by a Crossley tenier

carrying ten Constables, one Head Constable and two Sergeamts
of the R,I.C. They were armed with rifles. They all Zot

) i
0ff the tender and made a circle around me while they put me
|

" through a very severe c¢ross-examination. I was taken héck
) ] i

to Newry Barracks where I went through more questioning and,

. 1
after a few hours, allowed to go to the White Horse Hotai

|
under"open arrest". 1 was cautioned not £ leave the hﬂ‘l‘-ﬂl

- -

without permission. That night a Constable named MnFaddan

called at th& hotel and asked if I cauld sell kim g eoatqma

length for his wife. I told him that we only dealt with
' I

wholesalers but, in the.ciruumatancea, I might consider

i

letting him have a costume length at wholesale price. He

took the samples away and returned later and selected a éamy
nice piece of costume material which 1 gquoted well unﬂurg
wholesale price. This seemed to please him very much anﬁ
we became quite friendly over some refreshments. Next d?y
I was allowed to go on my way and from then until the tru?e,
whenever I was held up by the R.I.C., I referred them to g
Constable McFadden, The Island, Newry, and produced my orher |
book to show that he was a customer of mine. Whether urénnt
Constable McFadden was every asked to verify Williem Whlag,

I cannot say. The one and onlg drawback to Constable

name, “William Walsh®™ or forfelit ﬂnis useful permit, I

HnFadﬂ:n’a permit was the fact that I haﬂ to stick to thei
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remained William Walsh and found it awkward getting back +
|

my own name after the truce. l

" In the early spring of 1921, while I was going about

openly as an Orgeniser of the Belfast Boycott and helping to
|

"spread saditian among His Majesty ) Forces“, ny father's

home was burpgd by. the military and polica. At two o'clack

one mcrni};fg 3 orry loads of miljitary and police callad at
ny father's house and, without knocking, burst open the Poor

and draggéd ny father ﬁnd mother and my two sisters, -

seventeen and nineteen years of age respectively, out of]
' |
thelr beds. They were put up against the wall outside the

house in their night attire while the house, out-offices!, hay,
I

Gatﬁ end stock were put to the flames. My father was 1

threatened with instent death unless he disclosed my mddress.
This, of course, was an autr;gecus demand since he cnuld%nﬂt
give my address at that particular pericd. Only three
weeks pri;r to this dastardly outrage, my mother had undergone.

& severe operation and was in very delicate health.

Nevertheless, through the grace of God and kind neighbours,

my parents did not suffer any 111 effects and lived happy for
many years afterwards.

When my father's home was put to the flames;.he had
committed the horriblé erime of refusing to hand over his aén
to the murder gang. Colonel Smyth's instructions to the
police in Listowel were, "Throw them out on the gutter and
let them die theren. Nh; the insiructions had come humq to
me in real earpaat;: Ag the British troops on that ehilly
morning turned away from the ruins and saw the halrnnakeq old

c¢ouple and their two young daughters weeping over the ashes

t
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of their home, they must have experienced a thrill of pride

in the power of the great British Empire.

r

I evaded arrest and was still on active service when

the truce came in July, 1921.

By an extraordinary coincidence, I received ;

a letter from WMaurice 0'Sulliven, Ennismore,
Listowel, Co. Kerry, enclosing a number of documenis sent to
him by John McNamara, one of the two dismissed R.I.C. men of

Listowel who gave evidence before the American Commission of

Inquiry. I don't know Mr. 0'Sullivan but, as his letteF

shows, he discovered that I em Chairman of the Resigned |
R;I.G. Men's Organisation, Apparently Mr. 0'Sullivan w%ote
to Mr. McNamara to inform him of the recent improvement 3n
the pensions of resigned R.I.C. men. McNamara who, on %
account of his short sarvicé - two years - in the R.I.c.a

did not qualify for a pension from the Irish Government %nder
the first legislation, hopes that his cése will be now |

reviewed and has forwarded all these documents for that

purpose,
- p tiee e
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