
JANUARY 2019

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday saTurday sunday
Dé Luain Dé Máirt Dé Céadaoin Déardaoin Dé hAoine Dé Sathairn Dé Domhnaigh

1
New Year’s Day 

2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

In 1922 the Department of Defence, under the new provisional Government began to recruit 
volunteers into the National Army to augment the forces after the split and the start of the 
Civil War.



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday saTurday sunday
Dé Luain Dé Máirt Dé Céadaoin Déardaoin Dé hAoine Dé Sathairn Dé Domhnaigh

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

FEBRUARY 2019

As a result of the reorganisation post-Civil War, recruitment was sought for particular corps. 
Today most soldiers are recruited into the Infantry Corps with the opportunity to specialise in 
a desired corps.
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Following the Military Mission to the USA in 1926, it was decided that the organisation would 
be divided into permanent and non-permanent forces. A recruitment campaign for the 
Volunteer Reserve began.
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Recruitment for volunteers to strengthen the Reserve element continued throughout the 1930’s.



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday saTurday sunday

Dé Luain Dé Máirt Dé Céadaoin Déardaoin Dé hAoine Dé Sathairn Dé DomhnaighDé 

1 2 3 4 5

6
Public Holiday

7 8
Arbour Hill 
Commemoration and 
Defence Forces Holiday

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

MAY 2019

With the outbreak of WWII, a recruitment campaign was initiated in an attempt to reach a 
strength of at least 40,000. The Marine and Coastwatching Service, the Local Defence Force 
(LDF) and the Construction Corps were established during this period.
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Despite a post war establishment of 12,500 and a reorganisation, recruitment still continued 
in the 1950’s and 1960’s. 
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In 1949 the horse-mounted Blue Hussars handed over ceremonial escort taskings to the 
Cavalry Corps who then had motorcycles. 1958 saw the first Irish involvement in an overseas 
mission, UNOGIL, which deployed to Lebanon. Following this, pay, conditions and equipment 
improved.
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Recruiting musician’s for the Defence Forces School of Music and technicians into 
various branches has always been an intrinsic element of the Defence Forces.
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With commitments to UNIFCYP and UNIFIL and the introduction of border operations, ongoing 
recruitment continued in the 1960’s, 1970’s and 1980’s to meet the demand on resources.
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The Reserve Defence Forces (RDF) as it is known as today was also once known as An Fóras 
Cosanta Áitiúil (FCA). Following the Defence Forces reorganisation in 2012, members of the 
RDF became integrated into PDF units under the Single Force Concept. It continues to recruit 
throughout the country. 
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Recruitment campaigns attempt to capture those interested in any of the three services of the 
Defence Forces: the Army, the Naval Service and the Air Corps.
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The Celtic Tiger years allowed for the Defence Forces to further modernise and recruitment 
campaigns became more exciting and appealing describing the Defence Forces as ‘A Life 
Less Ordinary’.


